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The Military Vehicle Preservation Association 
(MVPA-HA) 2026 Lewis & Clark westward convoy made 
a memorable stop at the Arikara Old Scouts Memorial 
Veterans Center in White Shield on July 27, 2026.  The 
convoy journeyed from Fort Mandan, North Dakota, to Fort 
Clatsop, Oregon.

The convoy, traveling through White Shield as part of 
its westward route, was welcomed by Post and Auxiliary 
members and the community with cheers, food, water, 
snacks for the road, gifts, and a brief sharing of Sahnish 
history. Leaders of the convoy were presented with historic 
Pendleton blankets, while others received traditional dried 
corn and bundles of sage.

The visit concluded with the convoy receiving an 
emergency services escort through the Fort Berthold 
Reservation, passing the Old Scouts Cemetery as 
participants offered veteran salutes in return. In appreciation 

of the hospitality, the convoy made a monetary donation 
to the Auxiliary Unit. Organizers described the day as 
a meaningful and beautiful occasion honoring veterans, 
history, and community fellowship.

White Shield Welcomes Historic Convoy

*Meetings subject to change without notice.
Please see updated information at 
www.ndala.org/district-meetings/

2026 Fall District 
Meetings

Elaine Lange, a 38-year member of American Legion 
Auxiliary Fred C. Wagner Unit 235 of Rolla is the 2026 
Unit Member of the Year.  She was nominated for this 
honor by Lynn Tomlinson, Past Department Historian, and 
fellow members of Unit 235.

Elaine’s nomination reflects recognition of her 
indomitable spirit and her willingness to assist wherever 
the need is most evident. At ninety-one years of age, Elaine 
remains an active, dependable, and inspiring member, 
continuing her dedicated service to the Auxiliary, our 
veterans, and the Rolla community.

Thank you, Elaine, and congratulations on this well-
deserved honor. We are proud of you.

2026 Unit Member 
of the Year

Elaine Lange (right) pictured with family members during the Past 
Presidents Parley Luncheon at Department Convention.

To make the beautiful Veterans Memorial site located 
on the shores of Lake Elsie near Hankinson even more 
beautiful, members of Eberhard Unit 88 of Hankinson 
spent a spring day planting. They potted nearly twenty-
five planters using flowers and plants donated by an 
Auxiliary member and also purchased with funding from 
a Thrivent grant shared with the Hankinson High School 
FFA program. 

We love seeing this special site continue to evolve each 
year as Legion and Auxiliary members invest their time 
and sweat equity into maintaining this beautiful memorial 
dedicated to our veterans. In addition to the memorial 
grounds, there is a community garden planted and cared for 
by Legion member Arnie Althoff and his wife, Charlene. 
They often partner with Auxiliary member Anne Biewer, 
who spends countless hours tending the gardens, watering, 
and weeding. The fruits of their labor are available for 
everyone in the community to enjoy. Volunteers are always 
welcome to help maintain the gardens and memorial 
grounds.

The Veterans Memorial is also available to rent for 
events and gatherings by anyone in the community and 
surrounding areas. Throughout the year, the Legion, 
Auxiliary, and Sons of the Legion host a variety of events 
at the site, including special afternoons of fellowship and 
food for residents traveling from the Lisbon Veterans 
Home.

If you are interested in using the facility for an event 
or would like to volunteer with maintaining the grounds, 
please reach out to us for more information.

Photo and article by Auxiliary members Shala Krump, 
Bev Bozovsky, Charlene Althoff and Doreen Gutzmer.

Hankinson Unit 'Steps Up'

District 1 – Monday, September 14
Harwood, ND - Legion Post 297, 101 Benefit Lane
5.00 PM - Registration/Social; 6:00 PM Meal – ($10); 
7:00 PM – Meeting

District 2 – Friday, September 18
Park River, ND – Legion Post 147, 108 5th St E.
5:00 PM - Registration/Social; 5:00 PM - Meal ($15);
6:00 PM – Meeting

District 3 – Saturday, September 19
Cando, ND – Legion Hall, 414 5th Ave
11:00 AM - Registration/Social; 12:00 PM - Meal (Free 
will offer); 1:00 PM – Meeting

District 4 – Saturday, October 24
Carrington, ND – Chieftain, 60 4th Ave S,
11:00 AM - Registration/Social; 12:00 PM – Sandwich 
Bar ($15); 1:00 PM – Meeting

District 5 – Saturday, October 17
Prairie Knights Casino – 7932 ND 24, Fort Yates
11:00 AM - Registration/Social; 12:00 PM – Meal ($18) 
(Indian Taco Bar); 1:00 PM – Meeting

District 6 – Saturday, October 3
Velva, ND – Legion Hall, 201 Main St. N
11:00 AM - Registration/Social; 12:00 PM – Meal ($10); 
1:00 PM – Meeting

District 7 – Saturday, October 17
Prairie Knights Casino – 7932 ND 24, Fort Yates
11:00 AM - Registration/Social; 12:00 PM – Meal ($18) 
(Indian Taco Bar); 1:00 PM – Meeting

District 8 – Saturday, October 17
Belfield, ND – Legion Post 144, 107 2nd Ave NE
(Located in Mountain Time Zone) 
5:00 PM (MT) - Registration/ Social; 5:00 PM (MT) – 
Hor’doeuvres & snacks (Free); 6:00 PM (MT) – Meeting

District 9 – Saturday, October 3
Ray, ND – Ray Auditorium, 215 Main St.
5:00 PM - Registration/Social; 6:00 PM - Meal ($15);
7:00 PM – Meeting

District 10 – Saturday, October 24
Gwinner, ND – Community Center, 104 N Main St, 
5:00 PM - Registration/Social; 6:00 PM - Meal ($8); 7:00 
PM – Meeting

National Legion Commander Visits North Dakota in July

White Shield American Legion Young Hawk/Bear Post 253 and Auxiliary Unit 253 ‘Meet and Greet’:  Pictured (l-r): Chloe Weyrauch, Sandy 
Smith, Department President; Candace Berg, Past Department President 2025-26; Andrea Neshem, District 3 President; Alicia Randall, 
Department Vice President; Dan Wiley, Legion National Commander; Sonya Wiley, Devin Anderson, Department AEF Chairman; Shelley 
Schuster, Department President-Elect; and Susan Degner, Department Treasurer.

American Legion Carl Rogan Post 29 Watford City hosted a ‘meet and greet’ to welcome National Legion Commander Dan Wiley on his 
whirlwind trip through North Dakota. Submitted by: Sandra Petermann

ND AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL CHAMPIONS
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Greetings Auxiliary Members.
Time seems to fly when you are having fun. I hope 

your summer was entertaining and eventful. By the 
time you read this article, 2026 National Convention 
will be a memory and travel will begin for Fall District 
meetings. Look for a schedule and information on Fall 
District Meetings elsewhere in this publication or visit 
www.ndala.org/district-meetings/. I also encourage 
each of you to browse the National website at www.
alaforveterans.org/ALA-Academy to learn about the 
Auxiliary Academy and sign up to take an online class. 
The classes are self-paced and offer a trove of up-to-date 
information.

Our new administrative year is just beginning, and 
I know units are already planning activities in support 
of our veterans, communities, and children and youth.  I 
encourage units to promote the Auxiliary’s Americanism 
Essay Contest, Poppy Poster Contest, Education and 
Scholarships, Children and Youth, and so many others.  
Look for program information coming to you in Unit 
Mail packets. Pick a favorite program and make it your 

own.  I encourage everyone to 
continue to track your 2026-
2027 hours and funds you 
spend on volunteering and then 
report those to your District 
Presidents in the spring. 

Be sure to look for that 
special unit member who 
exceeds expectations as a 
volunteer and nominate her/him for 2027 Unit Member 
of the Year.  That program is under ‘Leadership’ and 
more information can be found on the National website. 
If you need information on Auxiliary programs visit 
the National website at www.alaforveterans.org or the 
Department website at www.ndala.org.

Keep our veterans, active-duty military, their 
families, and our country always in your prayers. Take 
care of yourself and others. 

God Bless America.
Marcy Schmidt

The Fall season means that most units will resume 
their monthly meetings. Your unit should receive 
the mandatory contribution and poppy order forms 
in early September. We ask that those be returned to 
the Department office no later than November 1st. 
Contributions received on time are sent to their respective 
programs in December. Contributions that are received 
after that are not forwarded to the designated program 
until June of 2027. I encourage you to complete the 
forms at your October meetings and get them sent in 
so that those programs receive their funding before the 
beginning of 2027.

I have been working diligently with our units 
regarding tax-exempt status with the IRS, as well as 
registering as a non-profit operating in the State of North 
Dakota. These are completely independent requirements. 
It is quite simple and straightforward to register with the 
North Dakota Secretary of State’s office. I have done 
this many times, and am only a text, phone call, or email 
away if you need assistance. 

The IRS is a trickier matter. If you have lost your 
tax-exempt status, you will need to reapply to regain it, 
and there is a $600 fee. Otherwise, your unit is required 

to file an annual tax return, even 
if you have no income. Please 
contact a local CPA to help 
you navigate this requirement. 
You also have the option of 
completing the paperwork 
yourselves. Two North Dakota 
units have successfully regained 
their tax-exempt status, and I am 
sure that they would be willing and able to guide you in 
the process. Then, make sure to keep your status current 
by filing your 990-N every year! If you are unsure if 
your unit is compliant, check with me and I can look it 
up for you. 

In the spirit of service, not self, I want to thank each 
one of you for the great things you do for our veterans in 
North Dakota. Many of you work within your units and 
Districts across the state. Our veterans surely appreciate 
it.

Susan Degner, CPA
treasurer@ndala.org
Phone: 701-331-9328

“Don’t cry because 
it’s over, smile because it 
happened.” – Dr. Seuss

Thank you all for 
supporting me as your 105th 
North Dakota American 
Legion Auxiliary Department 
President during America’s 
250th birthday year in 2026.

My parents planted the 
seeds for this journey when they signed me up for 
membership with the York American Legion Auxiliary 
in 1977. During my younger years, I made so many 
amazing memories: playing trumpet on Memorial Day, 
attending events at the York Legion Hall, and so much 
more.

When I became involved in the Auxiliary at the 
Department level, first as Department Vice President, 
then President-Elect, and finally President, I can’t help 
but look back on those years as some of the best years of 
my life. I am so grateful for the people I have met, the 
friendships I have developed, the lessons I have learned, 
and the once-in-a-lifetime opportunities I have been 
given.

I am especially grateful for your donations and 
support in helping me raise funds for my President’s 
Projects: the NDSU Equestrian Horse Therapy Program 
for veterans and their families, and the Eastern and 
Western Honor Flights for veterans. I am proud to 
share that we raised $18,753.00 in support of these 
projects, exceeding my original goals. I look forward 
to presenting checks to each of these organizations in 
support of our veterans.

Again, thank you for your support and friendship, 
for your welcoming smiles, open hearts, and kind 
words. This is an amazing organization, and I hope to 
see it thrive for years to come. I look forward to seeing 
your new Department President, Sandy Smith, do great 
things for this organization, and I look forward to 
watching future presidents continue to help it grow. As 
for me, this has been an amazing journey, and I know I 
will look back on this time with a smile—and maybe a 
few tears. For this organization and for all of you, I am 
so grateful. Thank you, and God bless!

“To Serve and Protect, You Answered the Call: 
Salute to our Veterans, We Honor You All.”

Candace Berg
Past Department President (2025-2026)

District 5
District 5 Auxiliary Members.
It feels like just yesterday that 

I was in Fargo for the Department 
Convention, being installed as the 
President of District 5. Now August 
is upon us, and we are gearing up 
for our Fall District Meeting. I look 
forward to visiting with many of you and hopefully 
attending one of your Unit meetings as well.

Over the past nearly five years, I had the privilege 
of serving as Vice President of District 5, and I want 
to extend a heartfelt thank you to Peggy Moran, who 
led us as President during this time. Peggy has been an 
incredible mentor and friend, and I am grateful for her 
support. Thank you, Peggy.

I am a proud member of Francis J. Harty Unit 65 
in Wing and I have been part of the Auxiliary since 
1995. My eligibility for membership comes from my 
father, Arlen, who served in the U.S. Army before I was 
born. I retired in 2025 after dedicating over 31 years as 
a Speech-Language Pathologist and Special Education 
Programs Coordinator at Mandan Public Schools. My 
husband and I ranch near Wing, and we have four adult 
children: MaKayla, Lauren (married to Jason), Jade, and 
Trey.

I am truly honored to serve as your District 5 
President.

Warm regards,
Arliss Koski
District 5 President 

Greetings Auxiliary Members.
Thank you all for the kindness, support, and 

encouragement you have shown as we begin our 
journey together through the 2026-2027 administrative 
year. I am truly grateful for the warm welcome I have 
received. It has already been such a meaningful and 
inspiring experience, and I look forward to meeting 
many more of you as I travel throughout North Dakota 
for the upcoming Fall District meetings and other 
community events.

My eligibility is deeply personal to me. It comes 
through my late husband, Don, who served in the U.S. 
Army; my brother, Tom Banse, a U.S. Army veteran of 
the Vietnam War; my son, Carl, a former U.S. Army 
medic with the 82nd Airborne in Iraq; and my grandson, 
Zachary Gustafson, who is currently stationed with the 
U.S. Air Force. Their service, along with the service 
of so many others, is a constant reminder of why our 
mission matters.

As our new administrative year begins, I know 
units are already planning activities that reflect the heart 
of who we are—supporting our veterans, strengthening 
our communities, and serving our children and youth. 
I would be honored to visit your unit if possible, so 
please feel free to reach out by calling or texting me. I 
look forward to hearing about the wonderful work you 
are doing and sharing those moments with you.

At this time, I am asking all the wonderful members 
of the Department of North Dakota to join me in 
supporting my President’s Project.  Received donations 
will be applied to a scholarship that will assist a veteran 

to pursue training at a trade 
school and help them take the 
next step toward a meaningful 
future. In honor of our nation’s 
birthday, I invite each adult 
member to give just a nickel a 
day for 250 days. It is a small 
daily gift, but when we give 
together, it becomes a powerful 
expression of gratitude and support for someone who 
has served our country.

Please take care of yourself and one another. May 
we continue to serve with grateful hearts, open hands, 
and a shared commitment to honoring those who have 
given so much. 

God Bless America.
Sandy Smith
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Although I am relatively new 
to the Auxiliary, I have enjoyed 
serving in this chairmanship. It is 
one of the easiest programs to raise 
funds for because our Auxiliary 
members understand that, at 
any moment, a calamity could 
bring hardship to families and 
communities.

Our members are exceptionally generous in 
supporting this program, and through donations 
from North Dakota units alone, we were able to raise 
$3,978.76 for this cause. This is a point of pride for our 
units and members alike. Thank you, North Dakota units 
and individuals who donated to support this important 
program.

Devin Anderson
AEF Chairman 2025-26

Auxiliary Emergency Fund

Membership

Women in Government Day at Flickertail Girls State

Flickertail Girls State
 2026 Flickertail Girls State was held at the 

University of North Dakota (Grand Forks) on June 14-
19. The program saw an increase in participants with 
sixty-four in attendance up from forty-four in 2025. 
Keynote speakers at the event included North Dakota 
First Lady Kjersti Armstrong and U.S. Congresswoman 
Julie Fedorchak.

In addition to attendees participating in city, county, 
and state government proceedings, the 2026 participants 
and staff had the honor and privilege of attending a 
celebration of life ceremony.  This ceremony was for 
fallen WWII soldier Staff Sergeant Irvin C. Ellingson 
and was held at Grand Forks Veterans Memorial Park 
on Thursday, June 18. 

Delegates of Girls State elected Leah Dokken (Minot 
HS) as 2026 Flickertail Girls State Governor. Cadence 
Fetsch (Valley City HS) and Sophia Johnson (Legacy 

HS-Bismarck) were elected and 
represented North Dakota at Girls 
Nation in Washington, D.C., on 
July 18-25. At Girls Nation, Senator 
Fetsch was elected as Party Chair 
for the Nationalist Party.

A heartfelt thank you to all 
North Dakota units, posts, and 
individuals who support this 
wonderful learning experience for our young students. 
Your donations, time, and energy serving as staff and 
volunteers for the event are truly meaningful. 

God Bless America and God Bless the future leaders 
of the USA.

Chilly Goodman
Flickertail Girls State Director

I had the honor of stepping 
into a role with the North Dakota 
American Legion Auxiliary at the 
request of Department President 
Candace Berg. While I have been a 
lifelong member of the organization 
and have been involved to some 
extent due to my parents (Curt and 
Judy Twete) commitment to the 
Auxiliary and Legion, I had not yet served in an official 
capacity. My passion and experience for legislative 
activity within my work profession aligned well with 
this position. While North Dakota’s legislature only 
meets every other year in odd numbered years, there is 
always work to be done in the legislative space.  I was 
eager to step up to the plate and serve this organization 
as Legislative Chairman.

In my capacity as chairman, I traveled to 
Washington, D.C., and had the opportunity to visit with 
North Dakota’s lone Congresswoman, Julie Fedorchak. 
We discussed issues important to veterans and military 
personnel from our state and around our great country. 

I was honored to be able to share legislative topics 
with Department and District leaders in an online 
presentation as well as provide a training session at the 
2026 Flickertail Girls State event this summer.

Thank you, President Berg, for the opportunity to 
serve the Department of North Dakota.

Carma Hanson
Legislative Chairman 2025-26

Legislation

Greetings Auxiliary Members.
“Be a Beacon for those who 

served!” This year’s membership 
theme is lighthouses, and the 
Northwestern Division will 
be known as the Two Harbors 
Lighthouse Keepers. The Two 
Harbors Lighthouse is located at 
Two Harbors, Minnesota. Let’s 
keep our beacon glowing to encourage our members and 
help potential members find their way to the American 
Legion Auxiliary in support of our veterans.

Currently, our membership stands at 90.3%. Let’s 
finish the year strong by reaching 100% and getting 
a head start on 2027. National has set goal for North 
Dakota to increase membership by 1% in 2027, which 
means adding sixty-six new members statewide. This is 
an achievable goal if each unit recruits new members 
and rejoins those who have fallen away.

How can you help? If you know someone who may 
be interested, encourage them to complete a Volunteer 
Interest Form which will be included in the next Unit 
Mail packet. Every new member matters. Some may 
wish to attend all meetings while others may prefer to 
help behind the scenes when needed. No matter how 
active they choose to be, please let them know they are 
an important part of our organization.

I am excited to be the Department’s 2026-2027 
Membership Chairman, and I hope everyone has a 
fantastic recruiting year. Watch for the next Unit Mail 
packet for more membership information.

Shelley Schuster 
Membership Chair and President-Elect

Poppies
Poppies were distributed 

by American Legion Posts and 
Auxiliary Units across North 
Dakota. They were featured in 
artwork, bookmarks, door hangers, 
and wreaths.  They were used in 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day 
programs, and they were also 
distributed door-to-door in local 
communities. Nearly 25,000 small poppies and 1,200 
large poppies were distributed.

Units reached out to local schools in an effort to 
teach our young people about the meaning of the poppy 

and encouraged students to participate in the Poppy 
Poster Contest. Six first place prizes and certificates 
were awarded with the winning poster being sent to the 
Northwestern Division Poppy Chairman in May.

 2026 Poppy Poster Contest winners include:
Class I	 Warren Koenig - Lankin
Class II 	 Kinsleigh Anderson - Bowbells
Class III 	 Alexa Dominguez - Gackle
Class IV	 Charlee Ninow - Streeter
Class V	 Lyndi Homola - Jud
Class VI	 Noah Kolden - Garrison
Carol Wolf
Poppy Chairman 2025-26

Gackle Unit 250 Junior Poppy Queen Charlee Seigman (wearing 
ribbon).

Judges for 2026 Poppy Poster contest. Back (l-r): Cheryl 
Gustafson, Poppy Co-chairman; Carol Wolf, Poppy Chairman; and 
Candace Berg, Department President.  Front (l-r): Marcy Schmidt, 
Department Secretary; Donna Kolden, ND local artist; and Deb 
Bendickson. Photo submitted by Candace Berg.
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District 1
Kathy Cuthbertson, Hillsboro
Peggy Gilbertson, Hillsboro

Margie Mergner, Erie

District 2
Colleen Belyea, Larimore
Marilyn Bowman, McVille

District 4
Laurel Venhuizen, Wimbledon

Ruth Steele, Gackle
Etta Schauer, PUFL, Streeter

District 6
Arlene McLean, Mohall

District 8
Beverly Wolff, PUFL, Beach

Lois Schwartz, HLM, Reeder
Nora Huschka, Belfield

District 9
Charlotte Flexhaug, PUFL, Williston

Kathleen Hagan, Williston
Mitsua Hollen, Williston
Robin Rodgers, Parshall

District 10
Karen Bahr, PUFL, Wahpeton
Bertha Baumer, Wahpeton

Amy Ostrom-Ahlfs, Wahpeton
Carol Mathias, Oakes
Sandra Uerling, Oakes

Elaine Marquette, Milnor 

In Memoriam

We apologize for any omissions or
incorrect information

Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; 
PUFL - Life Member.

President: Sandra Smith............................... C: 701-550-1025

President-Elect: Shelley Schuster................ C: 701-520-1525

Vice President: Alicia Randall....................... C: 701-578-4978

Treasurer: Susan Degner.............................. C: 701-331-9328

Secretary: Marcy Schmidt............................. C: 701-253-5992

Chaplain: Virginia Satrom.............................. C: 701-238-1542

Historian: Carrie Heinz.................................. C: 701-550-0962

Parliamentarian: Holly Eslinger..................... C: 701-891-1909

NEC: Sandra Petermann................................ C: 701-290-8801

NEC Alternate: Candace Berg....................... C: 714-740-7144

President District 1: Carol Wolf..................... C: 701-566-1244

President District 2: Larissa Schmitz........... C: 701-866-1709

President District 3: Andrea Neshem........... C: 701-340-4965

President District 4: Jane Schoonover......... C: 218-298-1434

President District 5: Arliss Koski.................. C: 701-400-3670

President District 6: Leah Black Hawk.......... C: 701-651-0683

President District 7: Annette Zeller............... C: 701-204-5187

President District 8: Carol Weyer.................. C: 701-872-2605

President District 9: Abby Salinas................ C: 623-236-4626

President District 10: Leila Ptacek................ C: 701-640-1896

2026-2027 Department Officers

A full list that includes mailing addresses is available from the Department Office, or may be downloaded at  
www.ndala.org/contact-information/

National Security
North Dakota units and members 

participated in a variety of National 
Security activities during the past 
administrative year. Rolla and 
McVille units reported they each 
have a member currently serving in 
the National Guard.

Units made generous donations 
to Honor Flights, the National Guard 
Foundation, Auxiliary Emergency 
Fund, Wounded Warriors, Tunnel to Towers, Troop-a-thon, 
Service Dogs of America, and other organizations that 
support veterans, active-duty military, and their families.

Flag events were held across the state of North Dakota. 
Unit members participated in flag retirement ceremonies 
and displayed flags in their communities to commemorate 
patriotic holidays, parades, and community picnics.

Care packages were sent to deployed service members 
in Germany. The McVille unit sent sporting equipment 
including: soccer balls, footballs, baseballs, and more to a 
North Dakota National Guard detachment at the southern 
border in Texas.

Unit members were on hand when a bridge in 
Dickinson was memorialized for North Dakota Guardsman, 
Jon Fettig, who was killed in Iraq in 2003. 

As Department President (2024-2025), my President’s 
Project was Troop-a-thon. Through my pin sales, I was able 
to raise over $5,000 to send ‘care packages’ to deployed 
service members. I was thrilled to be able to sponsor so 
many packages to let our deployed troops know they are 
loved, appreciated, and cared for.

LoAnn Dick
National Security Chairman 2025-26

Mayer-Morlock Post and Auxiliary Unit 250 of Gackle 
hosted a Memorial Day program at the Gackle Legion 
Hall on May 25, 2026. Three local soloists sang patriotic 
songs and the “Star Spangled Banner” and “God Bless 
America” were sung by the audience. The elements of the 
“Missing Man Table” and the poem “In Flanders Fields” 
were read. Junior Auxiliary member Charlee Seigman lit 
the Memory Candle. Deceased Legion member Luxton 
Brooks and deceased Auxiliary member Lillian Ward were 
remembered. Auxiliary member Marella Koenig gave an 
inspirational message about God and Country. 

Names of deceased Gackle and Alfred veterans were 
read at the Gackle and Alfred cemeteries. A poppy was 
dropped at the reading of each name while “Taps” was 
played. Upon completion of the ceremony, a potluck 
lunch was served at the Gackle Legion Hall with over one 
hundred in attendance. 

---
Unit 250 recently made contributions to meaningful 

causes that support youth and veterans.
The donations included:
Full scholarships to International Music Camp for two 

Gackle-Streeter School students.

A $1,500 donation to the Western North Dakota 
Honor Flight, helping provide veterans from western North 
Dakota the opportunity to participate in a Flight of Honor.

The Gackle Legion Auxiliary is proud to support these 
worthwhile programs which enrich the lives of local youth 
and honor the service and sacrifice of our nation’s veterans.

Article and photos submitted by: Elaine Ackerman, 
Unit President

Gackle Unit Serves the Community and Youth

International Music Camp Scholarship recipients. Pictured (l-
r): Elaine Ackerman, Unit President; Alexa Dominguez and Maci 
Griffith, Gackle-Streeter High School students; and Corinne Muller, 
Gackle-Streeter High School Music Instructor.

Members of the American Legion Young Hawk/Bear 
Post 253 and Auxiliary Unit 253 of White Shield traveled 
overseas this summer to take part in commemorations 
marking the 82nd anniversary of D-Day in Normandy, 
France.

The group arrived in Normandy for a series of major 
remembrance events held around June 6, 2026, honoring 
the Allied invasion that helped turn the tide of World War 
II. Ceremonies across the region paid tribute to the courage, 
sacrifice and service of the Allied forces who stormed the 
beaches of Normandy on June 6, 1944.

Nearly 160,000 Allied troops landed in Normandy on 
D-Day, including about 73,000 Americans. The invasion, 
known as Operation Overlord, involved troops from the 
United States, Great Britain, Canada and other Allied 
nations and opened the way for the liberation of Western 
Europe.

For members of Post 253 and Unit 253, the trip carried 
special meaning. As representatives of White Shield and 
the American Legion family, they joined visitors, military 
officials, veterans’ organizations and families from around 
the world in honoring those who served and those who 
never returned home.

The 82nd anniversary was especially poignant 
because it is expected to be among the last major D-Day 
commemorations attended by living World War II veterans. 
With the youngest surviving veterans now in their late 90s 
or older, each anniversary has become an increasingly rare 
opportunity to hear their stories firsthand and to thank them 
in person.

For the White Shield delegation, the journey was both 
a tribute and a commitment to remembrance. By traveling 
to Normandy, members of the Young Hawk/Bear Post 
253 and Auxiliary Unit 253 helped ensure that the legacy 
of D-Day, the service of World War II veterans and the 
sacrifices made for freedom continue to be remembered by 
future generations.

White Shield American Legion Members Travel to 
Normandy for 82nd D-Day Anniversary

Spirit of Youth Scholarship ($1000) -National Winner
Elydie Johnson

Children of Warriors National Presidents Scholarship  
($5000) – National Winner

Drew Burris 
Department of North Dakota Education Scholarship ($500)

Zachary Berger - Velva
Rowan Jess - Carrington
Brandi Schock - McVille

Past Presidents Parley Grace Holmes, MD Nursing  
Scholarship ($1000)

Carrie Hoffman - Grand Forks

Past Presidents Parley Nursing Scholarship ($500)
Jada Bonogofsky – St. Anthony

Mylehe Kastet - Ypsilanti
Maya Davis - Casselton

Callie Grage - Taylor

2026 Scholarship Winners

Department Convention

Convention delegates receiving membership awards on behalf of their respective units.

Department President Candace Berg (in pink) 
presenting an Auxiliary donation to North 
Dakota State Legion Band Manager Cathy 
Keogh (Pictured second from right).

Newly elected Department President Sandy 
Smith conducting her first leadership actions.

Department Convention can't 
run without the help of great 
host unit volunteers, such as 
Unit 2 Treasurer Amelia Tintes.


