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Learn How To Become Involved in Legislative Advocacy: 

Later this fall, I will host a virtual webinar about how to become involved in legislative           

advocacy. This webinar will feature tips and tricks that make the process of advocacy not so 

daunting. It will challenge both Units and individuals to take action and advocate for something 

you are passionate about. Whether that be federal bills to support our veterans, or simply a 

city change related to veteran’s issues, I hope to leave you inspired to get involved. Watch for 

more details on how to sign up for this webinar or to receive a recording of this training that could be 

shown at your department meetings. 

Make a Connection: 

Having a connection, and ultimately the phone number of your policy makers, goes a long ways. 

Reaching out to your local legislators or US Congressional delegation even before you “need 

something”, makes the time when you have an ask go even smoother. Our local, state and     

federal elected officials answer to  many constituents and having a personal connection or     

relationship with them helps to earn credibility and “their ear”. If you can get to know your 

elected officials and have them understand the role of the ALA, making the ask will feel more personal to 

them. Below are some resources to help find your local elected officials and their contact information. I 

would encourage you to determine who yours are and send them a letter thanking them for their service, 

invite them to a meeting or a local event featuring veteran programming, or set up a time you can just “take 

them to coffee”. Introduce yourself, share information about the ALA and share your contact information 

with them, offering to be a resource in the future if they have needs. Remember, our elected officials need 

to know “a lot of things about many topics”. They can’t be experts on every topic, so offering them insight 

into veterans issue and our mission of the ALA will make them feel like they have a friend they can call upon 

as well. 

Directory of ND City Officials:  https://www.ndlc.org/109/Directory-of-ND-City-Officials 

Directory of ND County Officials:   https://www.ndaco.org/cod/ 

Directory of State Elected Officials/State Legislators: https://www.nd.gov/government/state-government 

Directory of Federal Delegation:  https://www.nd.gov/government/federal-government 
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Know and Understand the Legislative Issues Important to the American Legion 

Auxiliary: 

Over the course of this year, my role will be to bring attention to issues that are of            

importance to the membership of the American Legion Auxiliary. These issues are ones that 

may be statewide or federal in nature.  

Because our North Dakota Legislature only meets every other year, we will not have a legislative session 

during my tenure. That being said, there is still work to be done. After the first of the year, legislative         

districts across the state will begin holding Party meetings where those seeking office will seek the             

endorsement to be placed on the ballot. Being a part of recruiting, supporting and educating candidates is 

something that can mold their time in office. Finding candidates that support the work and mission of the 

ALA is important to moving our legislative agenda when the legislature convenes in January 2027.  

I challenge your Departments to stay abreast of the legislative agenda being promoted by our                  

organization and find ways that you can educate candidates and elected officials alike. Share the             

legislative updates that are provided to you at meetings, pay attention to the news and share information 

that is factual and accurate with those in a policy making position. And remember, while the legislature is 

not in session, your City Council or County Commissions are meeting year-round and there may be ways in 

which veterans issues can be a part of their work as well; don’t miss an opportunity to make that occur. 

Let Your Voice Be Heard: 

Over the course of the year, there will be opportunities for your voice to be heard by your 

elected officials. Whether you speak as a Unit or an individual, don’t pass up the              

opportunity to meet with elected officials in person, at their office, on the phone, via 

email, or simply on the street. Share your work and connection with the North Dakota 

American Legion Auxiliary and ask for their on-going support of issues that are              

important to our country and state’s veterans. A few soft voices creating a choir can lead 

to a big impact. 

In our upcoming webinar, I will share details of how members can write a letter, make a call or reach out in 

impactful ways to our policymakers. Stay tuned and be ready to engage. I look forward to doing this             

important work with and alongside you, hoping to inspire your ALA units to heed the call to action. 

   


