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Butte Unit Makes 
Christmas Treats

Upcoming Dates
Education and Parley Scholarships 

Due April 1st

Americanism Essay Contest Applications
Due April 1st

Woman of the Year and Active Service 
Applications
Due April 1st

Poppy Poster Contest Entries
Due May 20th

ALA Flickertail Girls State Applications
Due April 30th

ALA Flickertail Girls State Program
June 13th-18th

Department Convention in Minot
June 25th-27th 

Rutland Unit Holds Halloween Event

Nicole Clapp
National President

Dear Fellow 
Auxiliary Members,

We have had 
political unrest and social 
upheaval throughout the 
past year and the stress 
from seeing it all has had 
a negative impact on our 
health and well-being. 
It rose to a crisis point 
recently, but remember, 
democracy has been 
under attack before and 
has always been able 
to right itself as we are 
witnessing now.

We are strong; we 
will get through this. Our democracy is strong; it will 
survive. Now is the time to come together, for the good 
of our veterans, military, their families, and our country, 
to set aside our political differences and reflect upon who 
we are as a group and what we stand for. We are mothers, 
daughters, granddaughters, sisters, and spouses of those 
who fought for the very freedoms we are seeing in turmoil 
now. Some of our members have fought for these freedoms 
themselves. Please honor their service and their sacrifices. 
Partisan politics are not part of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. In honoring our veterans, one of our core values 
is to demonstrate and pass on respect for our country. As 
we continue to work our Mission in 2021, remember our 
declaration:

We are the American Legion Auxiliary.
We are called to serve.
We respect our country and the service of those who  

 defend our freedoms.
We are loyal to the United States Constitution and to  

 those who protect it.
We are humbled by the courage of our veterans and  

 their families
We are alone, yet we stand together.
We are daughters, brothers and sisters, mothers, and  

 fathers. We are Family.
We are of every color. We are of every faith. We are  

 of every age.
We are anyone and everyone.
We are common and extraordinary.
We are citizens. 
We live in small towns. We live in suburbs. We live  

 in cities.
We work in fields, in factories, warehouses, offices,  

 at home.
We are a community. We help one another.
We love our flag and all that it stands for.
We are many. We are one.
We are the American Legion Auxiliary, a Community  

 of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their  
 Families.

We commit ourselves to the ideal: Service Not Self.
Nicole Clapp, National President
(Article courtesy National Office and Department 

Secretary Marcy Schmidt)

Message from National 
President Nicole ClappBergman-Evenson Unit 215 of Rutland held its 6th 

annual Trick or Treat for Homeless Veterans in October 
2020.  Although the event was held virtually this year, the 
response was awesome.  Drop boxes were placed in the 
Rutland Senior Citizen Center, Nordland Lutheran Church, 
and Stockgrowers Bank.  Nordland Lutheran Church 
collected 13 quilts and monetary donations. Socks, personal 
care items, and coffee came in from friends, neighbors, 

unit members, community members, and local businesses. 
These items were then delivered to the Gladys Ray Shelter 
in Fargo.  Rutland Unit President Carolyn Christensen 
expressed her unit’s gratitude to the community and 
the citizens of Rutland for their generous donations and 
continued support of our veterans and military troops.

Pictures and article submitted by Rutland Unit 
President Carolyn Christensen.

Socks, personal care items, and coffee ready for 
delivery.

Quilts donated from Nordland Lutheran Church

Unit and Parley members of Ernest D. Robertson 
Unit 14 of Jamestown collected backpacks and personal 
care items for veterans.  They delivered 11 bags to the VA 
Medical Center in Fargo for the homeless veterans’ project.  
They also assembled nine children’s activity backpacks 

filled with collected items intended to keep youngsters 
busy when attending an appointment with their veteran 
parent or guardian. 

Article and photo submitted by Jamestown Unit 
President Judy Hoyt

Members of Lawrence E. Meidl Unit 270 of Butte 
and ten community volunteers baked and packaged 
20 varieties of Christmas goodies weighing in at 56 
pounds.  These items were shipped to the North Dakota 
Veterans Home in Lisbon for the enjoyment of residents 
and staff in time for the Christmas holiday.  Pictured are 
just some of the cookies and treats made and packaged 
by this industrious group.   Sherry Manogue and Unit 
270 thanks all the volunteers for their baking expertise. 
They truly are what made this project so much fun. 

Picture and article submitted by Butte Unit Vice 
President Sherry Manogue

Jamestown Unit Collects Items for Fargo VA

Jamestown unit members with assembled backpacks (left to right): Betty Geigle, Phyllis Denchfield, Unit 
President Judy Hoyt, and Past Department President Myrna Ronholm.
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Give America’s veterans your best!
Freedom sings, where liberty dwells, there 

is my country!
Lift high the torch.

Work together for the freedom of man.
Love America! She is yours.

Remember our freedoms.
Live in the spirit of liberty!

Support our veterans with pride!
They helped defend to keep those 

freedoms!
Greater love hath no man than to lay 

down his life for his friends. (John 15:13)
We are Patriots!

God Placed us on earth to help,
Veterans magnify freedom!

District 3
Auxiliary Members of District 3.
It has been an interesting past 

year to comprehend. I just feel like I 
am lost as to what is going on with 
the Auxiliary. All our events have 
been canceled, so have not been able 
to socialize with members or tend to 
the business of the organization. I 
seem to be floating around with no 
good direction to grasp on to!!

Since there has been a lot of 
down time associated with the Auxiliary, now would be 
a good time to brush up on your Auxiliary knowledge 
and what you can learn to be an in-the-know member. 
The ALA Academy offers courses members can engage 
in and become someone who knows the ins and outs of 
the organization. These courses are for all members, not 
just those in leadership positions. You can do this as an 
individual at your own convenience or bring a laptop or 
iPad to a meeting so all the members can learn together.

This information is available on the National American 
Legion Auxiliary website at: www.alaforveterans.org/
ala-academy or search under ALA Academy and online 
training.

Also, a plug for our ND Department website at:  
www.ndala.org. There is a lot of information on the site so 
be sure to check it out on a regular basis. The monthly unit 
mailings from the Department Office are always posted.  
This information can be viewed at any time, especially if 
this monthly information is not shared at the unit meetings 
or you might have missed a meeting.

A reminder that your 990-N tax-exemption form needs 
to be filed each year with the IRS. I hope every unit has this 
completed to stay in compliance with the laws of being a 
non-profit organization.

Hopefully, everyone does not dwell on the negative 
and can always try to have a positive day each day. Stress 
can take away our health so try to look at the good side of 
the day. Remember, you only have that day once so make 
it a “good” day!!

Thank you to our members for your commitment 
during this past year and to our Department Officers for 
keeping us on course to moving forward to better days 
ahead.

Gloria Covert
District 3 President

G E T  L O C A L .  G E T  N O W.get
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

inforum.com/subscribe
B E CO M E  A  M E M B E R  AT

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561

Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Veterans Magnify Freedom
By: Beverly Wolff, Department President (2020-2021)

I hope this message finds you and yours safe and healthy. 
Thank you for your continued support and dedication to 
our ‘mission’ of serving veterans, military members, their 
families, and your own families and communities. It has 
been a tough situation dealing with this pandemic crisis 
for much too long.  If we stay the course, we may see it 
ending soon.

There is a lot of information in this publication and I 
hope we have covered everything to keep you up to date.  
Dana Thoreson and the Flickertail Girls State team are 
planning for an in-person event in June 2021, but they will 
continue to monitor the health measures put in place by 
state and local officials. As information becomes available, 
the Girls State team will post updates and notifications 
on the Girls State website at www.ndgirlsstate.org. Just a 
reminder, both Junior and Senior girls are eligible this year 
since the program was canceled last year.

Year-end reporting is due 
soon. Check the Department 
website for details and 
timelines for your unit’s report 
at www.ndala.org/reporting/.  
We received some amazing 
reports at mid-year, so we 
know that despite the pandemic 
restrictions in place for nearly a 
year, units continue to be active in their communities and 
support of our veterans.  Thank you and keep tracking and 
reporting those hours and resources spent.

The Department of North Dakota is working on plans 
for the Department Convention to be held in Minot on June 
25-27, 2021.  Details will be coming out soon and I hope to 
see many of you there.

For God and Country,
Marcy Schmidt

In Colossians 1:10 “We pray this in order that ye may 
live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God.”

People are often bored with life. It is hard to have every 
moment of your life filled with purpose and meaning. It is 
a challenge to always do the will of God and to bring glory 
and honor to God’s name. It is conquering the challenge 
that brings us closer to God. Allow God to fill your life with 
new purpose, new goals, and new joy. By doing the will of 
God and accepting each challenge you will never be bored.
You will always have something to do for God’s glory. If 
we fulfill God’s will and obey him in all things, our life will 
yield a rich harvest. All our deeds will bear fruit, and we 
will live fully. We will have a life worthy of God.

“Loving God, because of You, I am able to live fully.  
Because of You I can experience true life in all its richness 
and fullness. Because of You I know I can face each new 
challenge and be victorious. Amen.”

I would like to thank 
the people who have already 
submitted prayers and songs 
for a Department Prayer book. 
I invite every unit or unit 
member to submit at least 
one of your favorite prayers, 
stories, songs, or pictures to 
me. This invitation includes the 
entire Legion Family. It does 
not need to be just one, the more that are submitted the 
better the book will become. I can speak from experience 
that we have all been touched by a song, poem, prayer, 
story, or ‘thought for the day’. Maybe there is a picture that 
means a lot to you, I would love to share that picture with 
others.  

Sandra Petermann 

Happy February! Now that winter has finally fully hit 
North Dakota, I can justify all the winter clothing I have! 
I do know that my dog is enjoying this cold and snow. 
However, he is weird. 

With all the activities and get togethers still being 
halted, it is hard to stay active. I know that we have not been 
able to have the meetings and conferences we were hoping 
to resume by now. I trust that as time moves forward, we 
can get back to doing normal things again.

I know there have been some who have gotten out and 
tried to be social but maintain a safe distance. It is hard to 
be distant when we are a social group of people who love 
to talk and see each other at meetings and conferences. 
As spring comes and blooms start to open, we can start 
to breathe in the fresh air and begin to see those we love 

and like. 
I have been receiving news 

that unit members are still being 
as active as they can be. Whatever 
you have been able to do and if 
it involves your unit, please let 
me know. Drop me a line or two 
and include pictures as well. I am 
happy to see that you are as active 
as possible. Let us hope that 2021 
finally smooths out and we can go back to being around 
friends and family.  I am so looking forward to that.

Have a happy spring!
Andrea Neshem

District 5
District 5 Auxiliary Members.
Membership renewal is coming 

along with District 5 at 89.42 percent 
renewals. Congratulations to units at 
Bismarck, Linton, and Fredonia for 
achieving over 100 percent already. 
Ladies, keep working for the 100 
percent goal by April 1, 2021.   

Keep up the good work of 
making masks and quilts and for 
participating in making “Thinking of 
You” cards to send to those who are staying close to home 
these days. Hopefully, we will be seeing the light at the 
end of the tunnel of this pandemic by continuing to wear 
masks, social distancing, and availability of vaccinations 
for everyone who is eligible and willing to get them.  

Be watching for information on Spring District 
Meetings which are yet to be determined. I hope units are 
gradually getting back to meeting more regularly as we 
have missed getting together for almost a year now.

National and Department scholarship application 
deadlines are coming up (April 1), as well as the 
Americanism Essay (April 1) and Poppy Poster (May 20) 
contests. When Girls State happens this year, the plan is to 
invite 2020 and 2021 Juniors to participate. Time is fast 
approaching for District units to submit your Year-End 
Impact and Unit Narrative reports. See the Department 
website and unit mailings for more specific information 
(www.ndala.org/reporting/).

Thank you for all your work and dedication to honor 
our veterans.

God Bless You!
Charlotte Heiser
District 5 President
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District 7
Hello District 7 Auxiliary 

Members,
I hope you are all enjoying this 

mild winter, but I am sure there is 
cold coming as we usually do not get 
off that easy.

It has been a very unusual year 
for the Auxiliary. We have taken 
advantage of some Zoom meetings, 
but it is not the same as meeting with 
an actual group of people. My concern during this time is 
our elderly and our veterans. It is not healthy to become 
isolated, so please reach out when you can whether it is 
a phone call, mailing a note, or a little form of kindness.

On Veteran’s Day, members of Vernon V. Isaacs Unit 
78 in Stanton decided to step out and make up plates of 
cookies for our veterans. Their response was so incredible 
and each in their own way thanked us for remembering 
them.  The tears were heart breaking.  

Just want to remind you of the April 1 deadline for 
unit members to turn in their hours and reports to your Unit 
President. The Poppy Poster program deadline is coming 
up (May 20) and is invaluable to our young people. Also, 
now is the time to be thinking of Memorial Day programs. 
I hope this COVID-19 disruption will soon be over and we 
can get back to our regular meetings and gatherings.

Try to make your light shine where you can. Reach out 
to our veterans whenever possible and thanks for all you 
do to fulfill the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Rose Laning
District 7 President

District 8
Hi Fellow Auxiliary Members,
We are beginning to return to some semblance of 

normal here in our great state. We look forward to getting 
together again soon and returning to our regular Auxiliary 
activities. How wonderful and exciting!

I had the privilege of attending the Richardton Opera 
Land Days on August 8, 2020. The Auxiliary members 
worked with their Legion Post to decorate and ride on a 
beautiful American Legion float. Auxiliary members had 
prepared wonderful food with which they fed a large part 
of their community. The food was marvelous, and the 
people served were happy and well-satiated!  It was a 
terrific event!

The Winter Conference in Dickinson had to be 
canceled, but we look forward to attending the June 
Department Convention in Minot! I know it will be great!

We need to keep our veterans in 
our hearts and minds and do whatever 
we can to serve them. These have been 
hard times for them as well. Thank 
you for your love and service to them. 
It means so much!

Continue to recruit new members 
so we can grow the Auxiliary. 
Continue to mentor and inspire our 
junior members and encourage and 
teach all members what the Auxiliary represents. 

Enjoy our wonderful, frigid winter weather. Stay safe 
and enjoy your friends and family!

Yours for our veterans,
LoAnn Dick
District 8 President

Community Service
Auxiliary Members of North Dakota,
Following is a list of activities reported at mid-year by 

units across North Dakota. Due to COVID-19 restrictions 
and precautions, members were not attending meetings or 
large gatherings. However, that did not stop members from 
supporting the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary.

• Sponsored community blood drives through local  
  churches.

• Sponsored a Christmas party for senior citizens at  
  the local senior center.

• Sent holiday greeting cards to deployed troops.  
• Donated canned goods, produce, and funds to local  

  food banks.
• Volunteered at local libraries and schools.
• Purchased school supplies for children.
• Made pillowcases and donated personal care   

  products to local shelters.
• Made face masks, tie-blankets, and quilts for the  

  VAMC in Fargo.
• Donated funds and food bags to benefit the  

  homeless veterans’ program through the VA in   
  Fargo.

• Assisted their home posts with veterans’ programs,  
  flag ceremonies, and retirement of old flags.

• Provided yarn to a volunteer who made helmet caps  
  that were sent to deployed troops.

• Served as volunteers at local hospitals, day cares,  
  and ambulance services.

• Delivered Meals on Wheels and drove veterans to  

  their medical appointments.
• Assisted with the annual  

  clean-up of trash around  
  their local communities and  
  parks.

• Purchased new chairs for a  
  local legion post.

• Served meals at funerals.
• Donated funds to assist  

  with the remodel of local legion  
  posts.

• Raised funds to sponsor delegates to Girls State.
• Served as poll workers during the 2020 national and  

  local elections.
• Made bags of Christmas goodies and delivered them  

  to veterans at the North Dakota Veterans Home in  
  Lisbon, ND. 

As you can see from this list of activities, North 
Dakota unit members were busy in their local communities. 
All this, despite restrictions and precautions necessary for 
our nation, state, and communities to keep our country safe 
from the spread of COVID-19. I am enormously proud 
to serve with all of you fine members who give so much 
of yourselves for your families, friends, neighbors, and 
strangers.

Colleen Hauf, 
Department Chairman

National Security
Auxiliary Members,
We are experiencing an unusual 

year with the COVID-19 pandemic 
affecting so many. Therefore, we must 
do all we can to assist our veterans, 
active military members, and their 
families. I believe it is especially 
important to safely keep the military 
family grounded in these hard times. 
While families are quarantined it is 
important to keep them engaged in 
any way possible. It is a strain on families who have a 
parent deployed and must juggle home schooling, work, 
and being a single parent. As most military families live 
away from extended family, the children miss out on 
interacting with grandparents and other family members.  
I am sure we all know grandparents who are missing their 
own grandchildren but would love to help home school a 
child or do grocery shopping and help catch up on laundry. 
There are always chores to be done.  

Continue to make a difference in a veteran’s or a 
military family’s life by decorating greetings cards for 
VA Medical Center patients, making homemade masks, 
making blankets, and collecting personal hygiene products 
for donation to VA and homeless shelters.  If you have junior 
members in your unit, enlist their ideas and assistance with 
those projects.

We can extend the gratitude of our Nation by providing 
Gold Star Banners to Gold Star Mothers with honor and 
reverence as their children have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for this great Nation.  

I would like to encourage our Auxiliary units to 
partner with other organizations that serve military 
families.  Working with others who have the same passion 
as the American Legion family will help our family grow 
stronger so we can serve even more. Please remember to 
wear and protect our Brand when working with others. 

For God and Country,
Jeannie Román, 
Department Chairman

I hope this finds everyone 
surviving the snow, cold, and 
COVID-19. I need your assistance 
in getting the following items 
completed:

If your unit has a Past Presidents 
Parley group, please send your Past 
President Parley dues of $5.00 for 
each PPP member along with a list of 
those PPP members.  I am compiling 
a list of all the names of our Past Unit Presidents.  This list 
will be maintained in a file with the Past Presidents Parley 
Secretary.

I am also looking for stories from our past “Woman 
of the Year” winner’s and how the award affected your life 
and ways of helping the Auxiliary. 

If you are a past winner of the “Woman of the Year” 
award, I would love to hear from you. Write up a short 
article and submit it to me at the address listed below.

Thank you. Stay healthy and safe and I hope to see 
you all soon.

Diane Kraemer
Past Presidents Parley Chairman
2466 Estabrook Drive
Grand Forks, ND 58201-6131
Email: dianekraemer@gra.midco.net

Past Presidents Parley
Opera Land Days float. Rutland Auxiliary members serving meals.

Greetings Auxiliary Ladies.
I am sure every mid-year report mentioned the 

pandemic of 2020 somewhere in it. Yes, North Dakota 
was affected as well. Memorial Day programs, summer 
gatherings, Veterans Day activities, and Christmas parties 
were canceled throughout the state, but that did not stop 
our units from supporting Auxiliary programs to help 
veterans.  Veterans Day and Christmas greeting cards were 
sent from units to veterans in their communities. Donations 
of funds, quilts, move-in baskets, and personal care items 
were collected and donated to the VA in Fargo as well as 
the North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon. Monetary 
donations were made to the Veterans Cemetery at Mandan, 
Wreaths Across America, Service Dogs of North Dakota, 
and the Veterans Creative Arts Festival.

The 2020 Gift Shop events were affected by COVID-19 
restrictions too. The American Legion Auxiliary Department 

of North Dakota sponsors gift shops 
at the North Dakota Veterans Home 
in Lisbon and the VAMC in Fargo.  
This year, gift cards were purchased 
and distributed to the residents and 
patients of those facilities.  It was 
different and a bit disappointing to 
not actually be in those facilities, but 
thanks to the volunteers who gathered 
and assembled the greeting cards and 
gifts cards, we got the job done.   Thank you, North Dakota 
Auxiliary members.  I am so proud of you for continuing 
to step up for our mission to support veterans, our military, 
and their families.

LaVonne Matthews, 
Department Chairman

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of North 
Dakota presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Alfred 
Steiger for his work in support of the Auxiliary Poppy 
Program. Alfred, a veteran and current resident of the North 
Dakota Veterans Home at Lisbon has assembled thousands 
of poppies since taking on the task nearly sixteen years ago.   
The Auxiliary Poppy Program would not be the success it 
is without Alfred’s hard work and attention to detail.
Photo submitted by Activities Director Courtney Jacobson, 
North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon, North Dakota.

Poppy Program

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

Please See Front Page for District Meeting Information
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District 1
Laura Grieve, Buffalo

Claudia Von Bank, Buffalo
Jean M Veitch, Casselton
Elvina Mickelson, Finley

Donna R Voorhees, Harwood
Joan Svaleson, Hillsboro

Betty Holes, Hunter

District 2
Marlene Bates, Drayton

Patricia J Anderson, Drayton
Nancy Johnson, Edinburg
Leatrice O’Keefe, Grafton

Alice Bogert ,Lankin
Ione C Ringdahl, McVille

Mary Kennedy, Minto
Janice Wysocki, Minto

C Dolores Strande ,Northwood
Cheryl Korsmo, Northwood

Charlene Stamness, Northwood
Kay Case, Northwood

Genevieve Vrem, Tolna

District 3
Mary Solseth, Cando

Margaret Hilner, Langdon
Audrey Harmel, Rolette

Theresa A Harmel, Rolette
Verla Manning, Rolla

Charlotte Tuchscherer, Rugby
Rose Parke, Rugby

District 4
Deidra A Brown, Jamestown

Velda Sam, Medina

District 5
Phyllis Kindsvogel, SLM, Bismarck

District 6
Marjorie Larson, Donnybrook

Carol Rostad, SLM, Donnybrook

District 6 Cont’d.
Sherri L. McEvers, Lignite

Yvonne Reistad, Lignite
Ruth Bickler,Velva

Betty Johnson,Velva
Helga M Haga,Velva

Geraldine M Florence,Velva
Martha J Seibel,Velva

Helen M Hammer, Velva

District 7
Wilma Beckman, Almont

Mary Ann Koch, SLM, Flasher

District 8
Lorraine Remsing, Dickinson

Virginia Wagemann, SLM, Dickinson
Patricia G Pelton, SLM, Killdeer

Alice Darwin, SLM, Killdeer
Marie M Gion, Regen,

Beatrice Messer, Richardton

District 9
Vivian Joos, SLM, Crosby

Delores Sitter, Crosby
Lucille Meiers, Ross

Darlene Hinderer, Tioga
Lillian M Gravos,Watford City

Betty J Bergman,Williston
Sheila J Cote, Williston

District 10
Loretta Scherman, Ellendale

Elvira Keller, Ellendale
Marcella S Schlenker, Ellendale

Iona K Johnson, Ellendale
Joyce M Bjork, Gwinner

Pauline J Lee, SLM, Gwinner
Natalie Bruschwein, SLM, Wahpeton

Doris E Anderson,Wyndmere
Arlene Bailey, Wyndmere

A Barbara Mashek, HLM,Wyndmere

In Memoriam

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect information.
Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State Life Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL

Hot Complimentary Breakfast • Catering
Fitness Center • Indoor Water Park

Full Service Convention & Meeting Facilities
Dog Friendly • On-site Dining

For Baymont
Reservations:
(701) 663-7401

2611 Old Red Trail NW
Mandan, North Dakota

www.BaymontMandan.com

For Ramada
Reservations:
(701) 258-7000

1400 East Interchange Ave.
Bismarck, North Dakota

www.RamadaBismarck.com

Greetings from the ND ALA Girls State Board!!! We 
hope that everyone is safe, healthy, and warm. 

The ND American Legion Auxiliary Girls State team 
is currently in the process of planning 2021 Flickertail 
ALA Girls State to be held at the University of Grand 
Forks, June 13-18th. This will be the 75th anniversary of 
the ND ALA Girls State program and we are diligently 
planning for a great year! At this time, we are planning 
for an onsite program. This will be our top priority. We 
do need to inform everyone that due to some uncertainties 
with COVID-19, we are aware that there may be a small 
possibility to do some virtual programming and we are 
simultaneously planning for that structure. However, that 
is a last resort scenario at the time of this publication. As a 
board, we recognize that a virtual program would not be the 
best option, in turn understanding that canceling another 
year would also be devastating to the program as well. The 
ND ALA Girls State Board is working side by side with the 
ALA National office to ensure safety of our youth, validity 
of the program, and following what is needed to keep our 
program successful. The board is currently working on the 

following ideas:
With the 2020 session being canceled last year, 

girls finishing either their Junior year OR Senior year 
in a North Dakota high school (including public school, 
private school, or home school) are eligible to attend the 
2021 ALA Flickertail Girls State Program. The registration 
fee for attendees is $250 and there will be a registration 
deadline of April 30th, 2021. If there is a need for help with 
sponsorship, please email ndgirlsstate@gmail.com 

We are continuing the planning process by reaching 
out to schools for recruitment efforts in order to support 
our attendance numbers. We understand that some units 
are unable to get into schools with the COVID-19 safety 
measures in place and we will support you in contacting 
schools by whatever means available. 

At this time, ALA Girls Nation is continuing to plan 
for their program to be held on site in Washington, DC.  
Two of the ND ALA Girls State board members have again 
been asked to be on staff for the 2021 session. Lauren 
Hillebrand and Dana Thoreson will be attending and have 
been in contact with National Girls Nation Chairwoman, 

Wendy Riggle, as well as video 
conferencing with the Northwestern 
Division Chairwoman, Kristie 
Nohavec, to ensure a successful year 
both at the state and national level. 
There are two notable items that will 
be expressed to the girls at this time:  
girls that have completed their senior 
year will NOT be eligible to attend 
ALA Girls Nation nor will they be 
eligible for the Samsung Scholarship.  

We pray you continue to stay safe and healthy as 
we navigate into the “new normal”. We will update you 
on changes to the program. Please reach out to us with 
questions at either ndgirlsstate@gmail.com or 701-720-
5612 (Dana Thoreson).  Also, visit our website at www.
ndgirlsstate.org for more information.

Sincerely, 
Dana Thoreson, 
ND ALA Flickertail Girls State Chairwoman

Flickertail Girls State

Legislative
Greetings Auxiliary Members,
This article is based on mid-

year reporting from North Dakota 
Auxiliary units.  North Dakota unit 
members were responsive to calls 
for action regarding specific veteran-
related legislation.  

North Dakota Auxiliary members 
do not shrink from their commitment 
to our veterans and their families.  
Many served as poll workers in their communities and some 
wrote letters and made phone calls to their state officials and 
Congressmen. Our members were armed with information 
from the American Legion and followed print, television, 
and radio media regarding issues impacting veterans not 
only in North Dakota but across the nation. With a highly 
contested national election and some controversial issues 
at the local and state levels, Auxiliary members seemed to 
find it more important than ever to make their voices heard 
and their votes count in 2020.

North Dakota units supported programs that assisted 
children of deployed military personnel including the 10 
X 10 education program. Units raised funds for various 
American Legion Auxiliary programs such as Girls State, 
helped with Honor Flights, and supported Welcome Home 
events honoring deployed military returning home. Units 
also financially supported veteran-specific programs and 
donated personal care items and move-in baskets for 
homeless veterans.  

North Dakota units raised funds for Department 
scholarships, including the Education program and Past 
Presidents Parley nursing scholarships. Units will soon 
receive and judge dozens of applications for national 
Auxiliary scholarships.

North Dakota unit members and members of their 
families serve on school boards, advisory panels, in the 
North Dakota State Legislature, and countless other 
community boards and counsels.  Collectively, North 
Dakota unit members are a productive and significant 
segment of our society.  I am enormously proud to be part 
of this amazing organization.

Marcy Schmidt, 
Department Chairman

Since we were unable to gather for the 2021 
Winter Conference, we have a lot of work to 
organize before Department Convention in June.

Typically, at Winter Conference candidates 
announce their intention to run for an elected 
Department Office and are endorsed by their 
unit.  If you are interested in running for any 
of the Department Offices listed below, please 
submit your announcement/endorsement to the 
Department Office no later than April 1, 2021.

  
	 National Executive Committeeman (NEC)
	 Department President-Elect
	 Department Vice President
	 Department Secretary
	 Department Treasurer
	 Department Chaplain
	 Department Historian

The Department Office will be gathering 
these announcements for publication in the next 
issue of ‘The Message’ which will include other 
Department Convention details. 

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of North Dakota
1801 23rd Ave N., Room 113
Fargo, ND 58102-1047
Email: secretary@ndala.org

Endorsements for Department Officers




