
February 18, 2018 

I lost a dear friend today… 

Not the kind of friend that you share a cup of coffee with around your kitchen table daily. No, we only 

got together several times a year; basically at American Legion/Auxiliary events…The Legion Family 

events. 

Elsie Goldsmith from Streeter, ND passed away unexpectedly today, while we all thought she was 

recovering well from an earlier surgery this month. She lived two weeks after that surgery and got home 

from her hospitalization on Tuesday. I had a nice visit with her on Wednesday and she was feeling like 

things were going well and we had a nice and reassuring visit with this dear lady. We agreed that we 

would meet in Fargo in June to attend the Department Convention. We always closed our conversations 

with the fact that we hoped not to see each other before the next Legion event as it would probably be 

at a funeral of a Legion friend. Well, now it is her funeral that we will be attending prior the Convention 

in June. Our Dear Friend Elsie’s funeral. 

 Elsie was one the most dedicated people when it comes to her American Legion Auxiliary work, her love 

of the Lord, her volunteer spirit, her dedication and hard work on the Streeter Buffalo Feed, and her 

love of her family. Elsie could answer most questions when I came to anything Auxiliary. She was serving 

her sixth year on the Department Finance Board and did a super job helping to manage those funds. 

Elsie assisted the minister faithfully at her church. Elsie loved watching her children and grandchildren 

participate in sporting and race car events. Elsie did many road trips with her over-the-road-trucking 

husband, Bud. Elsie kept great records and could handle whatever was given to her to do to help feed 

the thousands of people at the annual Buffalo Dinner in Streeter. Elsie loved the ‘friends fishing trips’ 

that they took yearly to Canada. She again was the organizer of this event. 

No, as I said, we didn’t do regular coffees together, but we did share a ‘few’ adult beverages at 

Department and National Legion Conventions and Conferences in hospitality rooms. We shared 

shopping in many Convention Cities around the USA. We sat at banquets tables for many years, sharing 

the joys of the Legion Family. We attended many meeting during the years we have been friends and I 

knew that if there were any questions from the events that took place, Elsie had the notes to refer back 

to. Bud and Elsie never came to our home. There was always that open invitation from us to come and 

go fishing at Stump Lake with us, but that didn’t ever happen. 

Elsie was very proud and considerate as she served as “Department Legion First Lady’ while Bud served 

as Commander. My heart is heavy today. I have lost a dear friend, but I know too that Elsie is in God’s 

home now and enjoying whatever He had planned for her. She was a dear friend and I hope that she 

knew just how important she has been to me for so many years.  

Rest in Peace Dear Elsie. We love and will miss you. 

Judy Twete 


