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National President of the American Legion
Auxiliary visits North Dakota members

Welcome to Convention!
Greetings from Fargo! Unit 2 is looking forward
to hosting the State American Legion Convention
from 24 – 26 June. Come join us to learn more about
your Auxiliary organization, discover new ways we
can help our veterans and renew old friendships as
well as striking up new ones. Come and see what
makes our city grand!

Resolutions
The following resolutions have been submitted
for consideration at the 2016 Department Convention:
•

Revision of NEC-establish an elected
member

•

Establish Audit Committee

Copies of the proposed resolutions were mailed
to all unit presidents and department delegates in
the April and June mailings. The resolutions may be
obtained from the ND ALA website (ndala.org), or
by contacting the department office.

Slate of Officers
President – Diane Kraemer
President Elect and Membership- Mavis
Goodroad
Vice President- ?
Secretary- Shirley Montgomery
Treasurer- LaVonne Matthews
Chaplain – Bev Wolff
Historian - ?
To the best of my knowledge this is the slate of
officer’s so far.

Organizational Meeting
planned for
Jamestown, ND
This year’s organizational meeting will be held
July 7-9 at the Gladstone Hotel in Jamestown, ND.
The members that are to attend are the District
President’s and Vice President’s. Chairman’s of
the different committees and the executive board
are planned on to attend. The first day July 7 from
1pm, the finance committee will be meeting all day.
On Friday, July 8 at 8 am we will have workshops
that will help provide leadership within your new or
old roles. We will also have a little meeting to get to
know everyone. On Saturday, July 9 we will have a
DEC meeting and we will go over items that we have
worked on for the weekend. The meeting should start
at 8 am and be over by noon. Hope to see everyone
that has a new or old role there because we are going
to have a great time.

American Legion Auxiliary of North Dakota will host National President
Sharon Conatser June 24-26, 2016 during a stopover in her year-long nationwide
tour to call on community members. Conatser will have the opportunity to learn
about veteran support efforts in North Dakota, including service dogs for the
Veterans.
During her visit, the leader of America’s largest women’s patriotic service
organization will be at the opening joint session on Friday night, where she will
say a few words. She will be with us for the most part of the convention and
leave on Sunday.
Sharon Conatser, of Champaign, Ill., was elected national president of the
American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) during the organization’s 95th National
Convention in August 2015. Conatser, a lifetime member, joined the American
Legion Auxiliary through her father Clay Lofton, an Army veteran who served
in World War II and the Korean War. She is also eligible though her son, Rick
Malloch, a Desert Storm veteran, and her husband, Marty Conatser, a VietnamEra veteran and past national commander of The American Legion. Conatser is the first national president who
is also a former First Lady of The American Legion.
American Legion Auxiliary members have dedicated themselves for nearly a century to meeting the
needs of our nation’s veterans, military and their families both here and abroad. They volunteer millions of
hours yearly, with a value of more than $3.1 billion. As part of the world’s largest women’s patriotic service
organization, Auxiliary volunteers across the country also step up to honor veterans and military through
annual scholarships and with ALA Girls State programs, teaching high school juniors to be leaders grounded in
patriotism and Americanism. To learn more about the Auxiliary’s mission or to volunteer, donate or join, visit
www.ALAforVeterans.org.
We want to show Sharon that we are a caring community so please come to the convention and meet this
wonderful woman. Thank you so much for coming to the great state of North Dakota.

Department Convention
Tentative Agenda
Friday, June 24, 2016
10:00 am
Finance Board meeting
11:30 am
Pages, Officers and District Presidents Supper
Noon- 7pm Auxiliary Registration (Credentials will be closed during DEC meeting)
12:30 pm
Department Executive Committee Meeting
3:00 pm
Incoming District Officers Meet and Greet
4:30 pm
District Officers Flag Rehearsal for Joint Assembly
5:00 pm
Auxiliary Rehearsal for District Presidents, Pages and Department
Officers
5:30 pm
Past Department Presidents Social and Dinner
7:30 pm
Joint Opening Session
Saturday, June 25, 2016
7 - 8:30 am Auxiliary Registration
8:30 am
Auxiliary General Session
11:30 am
Past Presidents Parley Luncheon
1:00 pm
General Session Resumes
2:00 pm
Registration Closes, General Session continues. Be prepared to vote
in the afternoon.
4:30 pm
National President’s Reception
6:00 pm
Banquet Social
7:00 pm
Department Commander’s & President’s Banquet
8:30 pm
Dance by ND Legion State Band
Sunday, June 26, 2016
8:00 am
Auxiliary General Session
10:00 am
Joint Memorial Service followed by Joint Session
Time tbd
Auxiliary Installation
See page 11 for additional convention information.
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This I guess is my swan song for The Message before
my very able president-elect, Diane Kraemer, takes the
reins. I am leaving with a wealth of knowledge that I will
always treasure. I am so very thankful for the friendships,
and the kind hospitality from all of you as I toured the state
and visited the districts. I have absolutely been touched
by your generous donations to my projects. I’m excited
to present checks, on your behalf, to Service Dogs for
America, art therapy materials to veterans at Lisbon, and
a donation to the International Music Camp for a marimba
they have wanted. I am very aware that these donations
came from the American Legion Family. Which brings me
to the most gratifying part of this whirlwind year-family.
Many of you have heard my story of my epiphany
when we “stormed the hill” at Washington DC in Feb. It was
without question the most humbling, spellbinding moment
I ever remember. In my mind’s eye all the Legionnaires
in that room were in camouflage carrying hand grenades
and M16s into battle at Verdun, Midway, Bloody River,
Hue, Iraq, Afghanistan. They were once again young
hereos dodging bullets, fighting and dying because they
possessed the wild courage of youth. It was surreal, but in
that instant we were all united in that room by the common
bond of service and oath to preserve, protect and defend the
country we love. But more so, the legionnaires in that room
were connected to one another by a bond of mortar that
only they understood. The striking realization was that for
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nearly 100 years these veterans
have been there for one another
walking the talk. Not long ago
there was an interview with a
Green Beret soldier who was
asked if he felt that we should do
more to fight Isis. His simple and
powerful words were, “I didn’t
enlist to do drills.” He like so
many other brave young soldiers are the next generation of
torch bearers for us. His answers reminded me of Ronald
Reagan’s quote, “Some people live an entire lifetime and
wonder if they have ever made a difference in the world, a
veteran doesn’t have that problem.”
As an American Legion Auxiliary member, I am so
very proud to be walking beside you, and realizing my
part in this multimillion member family. Thank you for the
memories. I hope to see all of you at the state convention
in Fargo.
Please keep collecting signatures to get the tobacco
tax on the ballot in Nov. Our veterans will reap some much
needed benefits from the passage of this tax, a tax no one
need pay.
Blessings,
Marlene Boyer
Department President

District 5
Dear Unit Chaplain,
I hope that your year as
Chaplain has been enjoyable. The
time is flying by and it will soon be
time for Department Convention.
It would be wonderful if you will
take time to send prayers to me for
President Arla’s Prayer Book.
May He Bless you with His Love.
Remember Prayers for President Arla’s Prayer book!
Send them to Beverly Wolff, PO Box 1060, Beach, ND.
58621, or e-mail them to boots@midstate.net
Blessings,
Beverly Wolff
Chaplain, Dept. of ND

District 4 News for You
Thank you to those who
attended and participated in any
way to make our District 4 Spring
Meeting, April 13th, 2016 at
Jamestown, a success. Department
President Marlene Boyer and
Department Vice-President and VA
& R Chairman Mavis Goodroad
attended. Thirty-eight total. Great
attendance! Elections were held.
Joan Lasher, McClusky will be installed as our new
president and Shirley Lindstrom, New Rockford will be our
secretary, both for a two year term. They will be installed at
the June convention. Joan will be our District 4 delegate, if
she chooses to go to National, as we are an even-numbered
district and she is an incoming president. Congratulates
ladies and thank you for accepting these offices!
It has been wonderful being your president for four
years. This is such a rewarding position, working with so
many great ladies. I have made many new friends. Thank
you all, for your friendship, encouragement, support and
willingness to help when asked. Following installation, we
will be there for Joan with our support and encouragement
as we welcome her as our district president. Invite her
to your unit meetings. Get to know her and let her know
what your unit is doing. We will continue as a very active
district and we must continue working for our veterans
and their families, children and youth, etc. and letting our
communities know “Who we are! What we do! Why we do
it!” Finally – Report! Report! Report! Mid-Winter reports
and Year-End reports in April.
ND Convention in Fargo – June 24th – 26th, at the
Holiday Inn. See you there!
2016 National Convention Aug. 26th – Sept 1st in
Cincinnati, OH.
Elsie J. Goldsmith
District 4 President.

Once again it is the end of
year for most units. New officers
have been elected, poppies will be
distributed throughout the state,
and Memorial Day services are
being planned.
We are a busy organization!!
Once we are past Memorial Day,
we tend to take a breather and
enjoy the North Dakota summers,
but we never completely turn our minds off. We lay in bed
at night and think of things we should do come September.
What we can do to help out our veterans and their families.
It could be fundraisers so we can donate to several of the
programs the ALA sponsors, it could be a trip to a nursing
home to visit the resident veterans, a visit to the schools,
honoring the teachers that dedicate their lives to teaching
our children. Many things come to mind and then we share
this with our units and try to implement some of these ideas.
We never put our veterans away with the snow shovels, we
always keep them in mind.
I enjoyed my visits with some of the units in the
District. They are all welcoming and generous to a fault.
I don’t deserve the attention they showed me, those ladies
do more for our vets than I could ever hope to do. Thank
you all.
I am looking forward to the convention in June and
excited to see you all again.
God Bless you all,
Katie Pulley
District 5 President

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Hi Ladies of the ND Auxiliary
Thank you for all the reporting
that was done by so many units.
It was fun reading them and all of
you have really worked hard this
past year. It was great getting all
the hours, expense cost, and number
of Veterans. It really helps to have
National to see how hard our Units
work.
It has been great working with
all of you and THANK YOU for all the donations you
have made for the Gladys Ray Shelter. Everything was so
appreciated.
Continue keeping those donations coming next year
and if you want to bring items to Convention, please do.
Thanks again and have a great rest of the year. God
Bless all of you and God Bless our Veterans and their
families.
Mavis Goodroad
Department VA&R Chairman

Greetings:
I want to talk about what
was discussed at the Leadership
Meeting that Mavis Goodroad,
Diane Kraemer, and I attended this
year. Highlights was the message
that the goals for all of the units
were way too high. The only thing
is that if we go down we will never
reach our 1 million members by 2019. National has told
us that they would like to have us with a goal of 13,797
members for 2016 and we are way below that number. In
2017 they would like us to have 14, 556, 2018 the number
is 15,356, and 2019 the number is 16, 201. So with those
expectations on us we all have to get creative and get new
members.
National has made it possible for members to sign up
for membership online, so not only can you pay your dues
online but you can also fill out a form that will sign you
up for membership. The legion already has this program
and they are doing well with it. National is going to be
providing an ALA Academy where members can go into
and learn everything about the American Legion Auxiliary.
These classes will be live webinar classes that you will sign
up for.
Much was said about fiduciary responsibility, both
at the state level and the units. That is why I think it is
so necessary to have an audit committee (resolution for
the convention). ALA Foundation Grant Opportunities
was discussed and this is something that Marlene Boyer,
President is going after. We had a round table to get to
know the National Chairmen and what they are looking to
do in the future. We have great leadership in the next years
to come.
I am looking into getting shirts for the convention that
everyone will be able to purchase. I will have a limited
number of shirts at the convention and you can order the
shirts that I will send out to you. Hope to see you at the
convention.
Shirley Montgomery
Department Secretary/Executive Director

Membership Chairman
Greetings Ladies:
We are a great organization that
does a lot for all of our Veterans. They
are why we belong and why we need
to keep this organization alive for
them.
I have really enjoyed working on
membership with all of you this year.
I know the goals were really hard on
all of us and I really appreciate all the
hard work you have put into trying to get to those members.
For the 2017 Membership Year our Department Goal
will be set by National Headquarters. Our team will
be Mavis Goodroad, President-elect and Membership
Chairman, Shirley Montgomery, Department Secretary and
I, Department President, will set up the goals for all units.
We will use the 2014, 2015 and 2016 year reports and we
will adjust all each unit’s goals so that there is not a huge
increase for any unit.
Thank you again and I am looking forward to seeing
you at the Department Convention in Fargo.
Diane Kraemer
President-Elect/Membership Chairman

June 2016

North Dakota Legion News

Page 9

50+ Members Were Honered

REMEMBER
OUR
VETERANS

We had a ceremony to honor our 50+ year members on Tuesday night. They each received a certificate
and bouquet of flowers. The members honored were Colleen Abar - 70 years; Emolyn Skinner - 61 years;
Nancy Enright - 59 years; Janice Jenson - 57 years; Debra Penas - 57 years; Debra Muus - 57 years, Diane
Kraemer - 57 years; Joan Smith - 55 years; Crystal Engel - 51 years; Ruby Blair (deceased) presented to her
daughter - 51 years.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF NORTH DAKOTA

Order Now and SAVE $2 per ticket!

96th Annual Department ConvenƟon
RegistraƟon Form

June 24-26, 2016 at the Holiday Inn in Fargo, ND
Unit Loca�on _________________________________

Unit # ________

District # ______

Please enclose payment with your registra�on form.
 Registra�on fee is $10 if paid by June 15th, $12 if paid a�er June 15th
 Banquet Ticket‐ $30.00
 Past Presidents Parley luncheon‐ $20.00

Member Name

Registra�on
$10/$12

Banquet
Ticket $30

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
Addi�onal names may be listed on reverse side. Total from reverse side:
Total Amount Enclosed :

Mail 2 registraƟon forms and fee by June 15th to:
ND American Legion Auxiliary
1801 23rd Ave N
Fargo, ND 58102

PPP
Lunch $20

Total Amount
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Easter Report for the Message
On March 19, 2016, members of Unit #2 ALA and Post #2 gathered to assemble Easter bags for disadvantaged youth
at six daycare centers in eight Fargo-Moorhead locations. This project serves over 500 youth in the area, providing them
with Easter candy and goodies they would otherwise not receive. This project was started many, many years ago as a 40
& 8 project and was assumed by Post #2 ALA approximately nine years ago.

Belfield American
Legion Auxiliary
Children and Youth Program is a Program that the
ALA supports. By protecting, caring for and supporting
children and youth, particularly those of veterans and
military families, ALA members fulfill our brand promise
(Goal 5) of being community leaders and responsible
American citizens while caring for military families. In
doing so, we are building a future membership base (Goal
1) among our target demographic-military families. April
is Children and Youth month, therefore, the Belfield ALA
Unit 144 members chose to observe this meaningful project
by donating MILK at Snack Time to Pre-School through
Grade four children. These children are from the schools
of Demores at Medora, Fairfield Prairie School, and South
Heart. The milk was provided to 168 children for nine
days. The State Department Chairman for Children and
Youth, Georgette Dorval, of Belfield, chose as her project
to provide MILK at Snack Time to the Pre-School through
Grade four children in the Belfield Public School. One
hundred seventeen pupils received milk for ten days. This
cost is provided by the North Dakota ALA Department as
part of the Children and Youth Program. Some of the Unit
members will help with the distribution of the milk in the
schools.

2015-2016 Department
Contact Information

ALAMIS
Are you ready to make member address and name changes, run Unit reports and
enter new member information any time you wish? If yes, then ALAMIS access is
for you!

1801 23rd Ave N
Fargo, ND 58102
701-253-5992
secretary@ndala.org
http://ndala.org
Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaALA

The cost is $10 per account per year. If interested, send the Department office your
name, email address and $10.

2015-2016 Department
Office Hours

In Memoriam
District 1
Rebecca Johnson, Valley City
District 2
Ruby Blair, Grand Forks
Fran Sundre, Grand Forks
Donna Walstad, Grand Forks
Dorothy Martell, Grafton
Dorothy Bohlman, Thompson
Marge Peterson, Lakota
Jeanne Srur, Grand Forks
Lois Stanislowski, Minto
Edna Teevens, Grafton
Virginia Meyer, Edinburg
District 3
Judith Downs, Langdon
Lois Dunford, Milton
Joanne Knutson, Cando
Eileen Fiedler, Cando
Peggy Overland, Cando
Theresa Longie, Belcourt
District 4
Peggy Pokorney, Jamestown
Elaine Caylor, Carrington
Helen Kelly, Carrington
Judith Williams, Streeter
Jacqueline Tews, Jamestown
District 5
Estella Rudolf, Wishek
Maureen Hachsprung, Turtle Lake
Vicki Wagner, Bismarck
Mildred Herring, Turtle Lake
Florence Ziegenhagel, Wishek

District 6
Lorraine Pollman, Willow City
Marcella White, White Shield
Elna Knox, Sherwood
Doris Allen, Mohall
Carol Hoyt, Mohall
Pearl Reed, White Shield
Robin Fox, White Shield
Bonnie Yellow Bear, White Shield

Monday 10 am-5 pm
Tuesday 10 am-5 pm
Wednesdays 10 am-2 pm
Thursdays 10 am-2 pm
Fridays 10 am-2 pm

Minot’s
Membership Star
Mary Lafontane

District 8
Josephine Kaczmarek, Scranton
Ramona Dolyniuk, Belfield
Jane Pierce, Scranton
Betty Baranko, Belfield
District 9
Gloria J Leatherberry, Watford City
Phyllis Yesel, Watford City
Mary Clark, Powers Lake
Beverly Cluever, Parshall
District 10
Dorothy Thielman, Lidgerwood
Verla Kolbe, Wahpeton
Virginia Blazer, Wyndmere
Mertice Rood, Lamoure
Arla Triepke, Lamoure
Erma Schrum, Forbes
Gloria Geldersma, Wyndmere
Lanette Turchin, Gwinner
Sylvia Fatland, Walcott
Sherri Ormonde, Gwinner
Donna Berg, Hankinson
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the
Department office of any errors so they may be corrected.

Not only does Mary Lafontane, sitting in the chair,
pay for her dues but she is a 40 year member where she
pays dues for 3 daughters, 12 granddaughters, 7 great
granddaughters, and 2 sisters. This is 25 memberships
she pays for and she does this by paying some in
July, some in August, and some in September. Now
that is commitment to the Auxiliary and can only be
applauded for all of the great work that she is doing.
The picture was taken at a family wedding where she
has most of the members that she pays for.

