CONVENTION IS COMING TO MINOT
Convention is fast approaching, our days get
noticeable longer and the rain can stop anytime.
Our Convention is scheduled for June 27-29, 2014.
Department plans for the convention are falling into place
every day. Our guest for the Department Convention is
National Vice-Commander Wayne Satrom from Galesburg
and Fargo, North Dakota. Wayne will be reporting on
the business of the American Legion and the impact on
our members and veterans. He should be presenting an
interesting report with all the activities surrounding The
American Legion and the Department of Veterans Affairs
on the national level. Mr. Satrom has been traveling his
designated Midwest region since his confirmation at the
last national convention. He has filled in for Commander
Dellinger in several instances. He travelled to the West
Point Academy for their graduation ceremonies and also
down to Oklahoma to assist in some of their Department
activities.
In addition to National Vice Commander Satrom, the
convention will be visited by the Ms. Lavonne Liversage
Director of the Veterans Administration Regional Medical
Center in Fargo, ND. Ms. Liversage has served more than
17 years in health care leadership positions within the VA.
She most recently served as Deputy Network Director
of the Rocky Mountain Network – VISN 19, Denver,
Colorado.
Liversage holds a Master’s Degree in Business

Administration from the University of Mary, Bismarck,
ND and an undergraduate degree in Business
Administration from University of North Dakota, Grand
Forks, ND. She is a Fellow of the American College of
Healthcare Executives.
Ms. Liversage will be speaking at the Convention
opening session giving us an update to current issues and
how they affect the Fargo system. The opening session
starts at 7:30 pm on Friday evening.
Make your hotel reservations today, reference the
available hotel rooms and give them a call. There is a
tentative schedule included in this issue of the Legion
News on page 13, but here is a quick update for you.
The golf outing is again scheduled for Thursday, June
26th. It will be a great afternoon for meeting with your
fellow legionnaires and friends on the Souris Valley Golf
Course. Get your teams organized and sent in to the
office. Meetings start early on Friday morning.
The Foundation opens the day with an 8:00 am
meeting, followed by the DEC at 10:00 am. There are
several programs being planned for members to attend
during the convention. There is a Post Operations seminar
ideal for Post Commanders and Adjutants to attend. A
Financial and Estate Planning session is being presented
by Bill Haug. Mr. Haug is the financial advisor for both
the Foundation and a portion of the NDAL Assets. The
American Legion is sending us two individuals, Dan

Fastenau and Shawn Owens to
present a program on “How to
develop big dollar Fundraising
programs” and to assist the staff
in the presentation of our first
sweepstakes prizes.
The ND
American Legion Band is again
performing around town Friday
night and after the banquet on
Saturday night. There are several
Legionnaires running for office
this year, so the availability of
hospitality opportunities should
be high.
Legionnaires traveling to
Minot this year shall experience
a very easy and enjoyable trip.
Register today for a fun filled
convention and take time to visit
our fastest growing communities
in the state. Our hotel block is
filling fast. Plan your trip today and
call the hotel. Our destination, the
Grand Hotel has a very affordable
budget rate available for everyone.

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERED

The bible tells us that there is no greater love than a
man laying down his life for his friends….. We have such
people in this state, they are soldiers, who are willing to lay
down their lives. The men and women that we honor and
remember today are not just friends, they are our family
and neighbors…., They are serving us worldwide today, in
West and East Asia, across Europe, and on the oceans of the
world, the NDNG’s 188th ADA (Air Defense Artillery) just
returned home from a deployment “In Country”, in support
of our Homeland Security measures. Other North Dakota
units are preparing to deploy for our country… this is why
we celebrate those whom have given their all and for those
whom are serving today.
Nowhere, in this great country does the level of patriotic
spirit, the spirit of Memorial Day, run as deep as it does here
in rural America. Your community’s activities, the multiple
services being held around your community, American
Legion’s Color Guards traveling to rural cemeteries to ensure
the fallen veterans are honored, given thanks and respected
for their call to service and duty.
Memorial Day, is indeed a day for a picnic in the
park, a day to spend with neighbors and friends and to
fondly remember those who served. This is where the
heart of America resides, the silent majority, is our rural
communities. The local ideals, our everyday freedoms….,
this is what our armed forces defend and promote to other
citizens, other men and women around this earth. So they…
may also enjoy an opportunity to choose a peaceful life for
themselves.
Our cemeteries, the flags….., properly placed….,
recognizing each and every veteran, regardless of service
affiliation, combatant or not, officer or enlisted, a volunteer
or a citizen drafted into service…., who also is a veteran.
We are here today to honor our veterans…. whose lives
were shortened and died while serving. It is all veterans,
whom deserve our recognition, praise and prayers. It is they
…., those who have given their all, they are the Heroes of
this town, this state and this country…..
As a country, we are still in our infancy….., yet we
have had far too many wars that have taken family members
from us. The American Revolution…. was to gain our own
independence, the Civil War, granted equality amongst
all of our citizens. World War I, was the war to end all
wars….., World War II, fought by the greatest generation,
the Korean War, still known as the forgotten war, and the
Viet Nam conflict, a war that has changed the very fabric
of our international policy, an unpopular war fought by
politicians. Let us not forget the Cold War; the Cold War

Wayne Satrom
Natl. Vice Cmdr
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FACHE
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Director

enables us to have these ceremonies, and celebrations in our
was the longest running conflict without a major or minor
towns…. all across this great nation.
battle. It set the course for using new technology in combat,
It is often overlooked that 1% of our countries citizens
which brings us to the current fields of battle, the Persian
have served in a uniform of the Armed Forces, within that
Gulf Operation Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom
1%....., military service has become a source of family
and other current hostile missions…, these operations, are
pride. It becomes conversation around the supper table,
all being fought by an all-volunteer military force….. I have
our children may also continue the family heritage and serve
overlooked several conflicts that fill the gaps between these
their country. Therefore…, is it not right…., for us to ensure
major wars. My point was not to minimize these events.
that our children…, who chose to serve…, be properly
It is to simply demonstrate the extended period of time our
trained, be properly equipped and have the proper health
descendants have devoted in service to the political purpose
care in place, should they need medical care.
of our country. That being said…., the metal of a community
As the unofficial beginning of summer, let us NEVER….
will be measured by the means in which they honor their
lose focus of what Memorial Day truly means. It is a day for
own…... honoring those whom have served and died for
us to remember President Abraham Lincoln’s promise, the
their community and country. Honor the names and service
promise he asked of the country…., “Care for him……, care
of your family members, your friends and your neighbors;
for him, who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow
Choose to “Not Forget” their sacrifices and service….. read
and his orphans.”
their names out loud…, so they are not forgotten.
Remembering Our Fallen, once a year is not sufficient.
If America did not have citizens willing to step forward
The widows, widowers, fathers, mother’s brothers, sisters
and defend the principals… the life styles we hold dearest
and children…..they remember their loss, everyday. The
to our hearts, where would we be as a community and a
empty seat at the dinner table, a smaller family gathering at
country? Today we are here…, to remember and honor those
Thanksgiving and Christmas…., or the voice of a loved one
families who also have sacrificed so much…. the loss of a
heard only as a distant memory, or even heard in the sound
father, mother, son or a daughter…Long after the battlefield
of their child’s voice. These are their daily reminders that
guns have gone silent, when the bombs and missiles stop
loved ones are gone. We owe it to our towns heroes…, those
exploding…., the children of our “Fallen Heroes”…., will
that died and their loved ones left behind…..to make sure
still be missing a parent….. spouses ..., will be without their
that their sacrifices are remembered and that their service to
life partners…… parents will continue to grieve for their
this nation will ….Always be Honored.
sons or daughter whom have died well before their time. We
need to continue to be there
for them…., as friends and
neighbors….. Nobody….,
Nobody can ever replace
these
fallen
heroes….,
especially in the eyes of their
children. We can and should
The American Legion
and
offer a shoulder to cry upon
when it’s needed, and make
ND LEGION NEWS
sure financial assistance is
available for their children’s
education and… provide
assurance that their loved
one’s sacrifices will not be
forgotten. Americans must
remember that Freedom isn’t
Free….In fact; Freedom is
only possible because of
those we honor today. A
www.Legion.org
price they paid…., which
The American Legion - Veterans Still Serving America

remember that

FREEDOM
IS NOT FREE.
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Guardsmen
Honored at NG Joint
Conference

SPC Stephen A. Leard, Best Warrior
Soldier of the Year

SGT Richard M. Coughlin, Best Warrior
NCO of the Year

SSgt Shelly Pherson, Outstanding
Airman of the Year

SSgt Andrew Frovarp, Outstanding
NCO of the Year

MSgt Toby Eiter, SR NCO of the Year

CPT Chance D. Schaffner, Army Co.
Grade Officer of the Year

Not present Capt Roy W. Thomsen, Air
Co. Grade Officer of the Year presented
to Col. Darren Anderson

Maj Chad R. Voderbruggen, Air Field
Grade Officer of the Year

Not present MAJ Robert L. Bohl, Army
Field Grade Officer of the Year presented
to CPT Chance Schaffner

Greetings to all you Legionnaires
out there. The Spring District
Meetings have come and gone. The
three I attended in the East Region
went well. I hope the members that
participated went home and informed
the members of their posts what
they learned regarding Boys State,
Membership, Baseball, Consolidated
Post Reports and the Candidates
Rodney Kadlec running for various offices in the
American Legion.
Boys State is coming up. I hope everyone has made
an honest attempt to get a delegate to attend. Don’t
forget that Tuesday, June 10th is Legionnaire Day and all
of us should attend.
The members that have not paid their dues for this
year need to be contacted. It works. Contact them either
in person, by telephone or whatever means are available.
Gordy Peterson, our Second District Commander, has
done an outstanding job of doing this. We have only a
small handful left to get. The Eastern Region needs to
do a better job of getting the CRP reports in. You know
it has to be 100% and there are not many days left. If
you need help call me, your District Commander or your
District Vice Commander. We will help!
The Athletic Committee met on Saturday, May
10 to establish new Regions in the State. For Class B
there are four regions: Northeast Region, East Central
Region, Southeast Region and West Region. I know
that there is travel involved for some teams. There isn’t
much we can do with many of our smaller communities
decreasing in population resulting in them not being
able to field a team. There are teams that feel this is
not a problem as long as they can field a team and be
in a league. The Athletic Committee also stressed that
all teams should refrain from scheduling league games
during Boys State.
We have Memorial Day coming up so let’s
remember to do our part and remember the Veterans who
gave so unselfishly to serve our Country.
Rodney Kadlec
Eastern Region Vice Commander

You do your thing . . .
leave the rest to us.

New Headquarter
Office Hours
During the NDAL leadership travels for district
meetings, several issue get discussed during this very
valuable “Windshield” time. The opportunity for
uninterrupted discussion is very welcome and needed
time. During one of these drive time meetings, the
topic of the headquarters office hours came to light.
The latest daily office hours were 8:00 am -12:00
and 1:00 - 5:00 pm. The discussion lead to the number
of members calling in to the office over the noon hour
and discovering the phones were not being answered
or it was a hit and miss if a call was received. Staff
was directed to determine a workable solution for
having the phones answered and yet allow for time
for lunch and keeping the work week at 40 hours per
week.
The solution came in the form of a reduced noon/
lunch period for staff, having someone scheduled
over the 12:00 – 1:00 time period. Closing the office
early on Fridays at 3:00 is the offset for longer days
Monday –Thursday. Fridays are typically very slow
for the phones and office traffic.
Thus the hours will be as follows.
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fridays - 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
This new schedule has been approved by the
Commander and Commander elect and has been in
effect since the end of April. We feel this schedule
will benefit the members the greatest by being able to
contact the office during their personal lunch breaks
and not hinder the overall performance of the office
staff schedules.
EasEmEnts/Crawl spaCEs
Full sEptiC systEms
snow rEmoval
road and landsCaping
dEvElopmEnt

GLENN WAHUS
CEO

Formerly the Doublewood.
Same location, same local owners, same great staff!

1400 East Interchange Ave., Bismarck, ND

701-258-7000

Banquet and Meeting Space
Restaurant - Lounge • Free Wifi • Pool

oFFiCE: 701-651-7761
hus1926@gmail.com
FaX: 701-444-4132
1100 4TH AVE NE • PO BOX 1926
watFord City, nd 58854

At the Joint Conference of the North Dakota Enlisted
Association and Officers Association banquet held at
the Doublewood Inn in Fargo, ND, on March 8, 2014,
members of the North Dakota Army and Air National
Guard were recognized for achievements this past year.
All of the Guardsmen honored during the event were
presented a plaque and flag set for their accomplishments
from Past Department Commander Carroll Quam and
Past Department Commander Dave Rice, members of
the Guard and Reserve Committee of the North Dakota
Department of the American Legion.
The North Dakota Army National Guard Best
Warriors were Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year
SGT Richard M. Coughlin and Soldier of the Year SPC
Stephen A. Leard.
The North Dakota Air National Guard NonCommissioned Officers of the year were Airman of the
Year SSgt Shelly Pherson, Non-Commissioned Officer
of the Year SSgt Andrew Frovarp and Senior NonCommissioned Officer of the Year MSgt Toby Eiter.
The North Dakota National Guard Officers of the
Year were Army Company Grade Officer of the Year CPT
Chance D. Schaffner, Army Field Grade Officer of the
Year MAJ Robert L. Bohl, Air Company Grade Officer
of the Year Capt Roy W. Thomsen and Air Field Grade
Office of the Year Maj Chad R. Voderbruggen.

Streeter Bowlers
Win 2014
Championship
The Streeter Legion team won the 2014
championship at the annual State American Legion
Bowling Tournament held on the weekends of Jan. 1112 and 18-19 on the Wonder Lanes at New Rockford.
The team, comprising Art Remmick, Chad
Williams, Jerome Schwartzenberger and Jeff
Williams, toppled 2,622 pins to win the state title.
Lynn Berg and Joe Klemen of Park River scored
1,404 pins to capture the doubles crown. Chad
Williams of Streeter copped the singles event with
725 pins, and Jerome Schwartzenberger of Napoleon
was declared the all-events champ tallying 2,110 pins.
LeRoy Krueger of New Rockford served as
tournament manager.

Dear West Region
Legionnaires,
Greetings to each of you
from your brothers and
sisters in Bottineau. We take
great pleasure in announcing Post 42’s endorsement
of Heather Thompson as our
Western
Region
ViceCommander.
Heather is a 17 year veteran of the North Dakota
National Guard, which included Operations Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom. She has held
positions as Commander and Adjutant of Post 42
as well as Commander of District Six.
Heather was born in Powers Lake, ND. She is
married to a farmer named David. She has three
teenage daughters and five younger sons. She is
employed as a nurse and is a gifted speaker, is
highly motivated and very well organized.
We hope to see each of you at the Department
Convention June 27-29 in Minot. We ask for your
support of Heather’s nomination for the Western
Vice-Commander.
Sincerely,
Reginald Myhr
Post Adjutant
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Left to right: Commander-elect Don Weible, Kent Vernon, Brandt
Vernon, Tammie Vernon and Department Commander Eugene
Kachena

The Department of North Dakota American
Legion has announced the selection of Brandt Vernon
of Hazen as the 2014 North Dakota American Legion
Eagle Scout of the Year.
Department Commander
Kachena and Department Commander Elect Weible
presented Brandt with a plaque and cash award at the
Fifth District Spring Meeting in Wilton on April 23.
Brandt is a senior at Hazen High School and a member of
Troop 1043 and is sponsored by the Lions Club. Brandt

Do You Know ….

What are the proper protocols for wearing your
Legion Cap at funerals? Finance Officer George Zeller
has provided the following protocols to our Department
following a recent funeral which was attended by several
Legionnaires. The following is the guide and doctrine
from the Officers Guide. Wearing the American
Legion cap, uniform and regalia (Refer to Page #40
2014 American Legion Officer’s Guide)
1. The Legion cap, uniform or regalia should be
worn by its members only when in attendance at official
Legion meetings or ceremonies, as official guests at
patriotic or other civil functions, or by individuals when
officially representing The American Legion on public
occasions. For all ceremonies, the uniforms adopted by
a department are recommended. However, an official
American Legion cap, dark blue or black civilian
coat, dark trousers, white shirt, black four-in-hand tie,
black shoes and socks make an attractive uniform. A
Legionnaire is considered to be in uniform if wearing an
official American Legion cap. Therefore, it is not proper
to wear a Legion cap while eating a meal at an official
American Legion or civic luncheon or dinner.
2. The cap should be worn in a place of worship only
by the guard of honor, color guard and commander of the
same while in marching order or standing guard. When
one is seated, the cap should be removed.
3. Posts marching in formation into a place of
worship should uncover at the door, hold the cap with
the right hand over the heart until arriving in the pews
and commanded to take seats, and remain uncovered
during the entire service. At the close of the service, upon
command, the post shall rise, hold the cap with right
hand over the hearts, march out of the place of worship,
and recover after marching through the door. Note: The
cap should be held over the heart as one approaches the
casket, and is not at any time worn in a place of worship
except by the guard of honor, color guard or commander
of same while in marching order or standing guard.
4. Legionnaires not in formation will uncover upon
entering the place of worship, remain uncovered during
the entire service and re-cover after leaving the place of
worship.
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Where
has
the
time
gone!!!!! Hope to see a lot of
you at State Convention. The
spring district meetings went
great and everyone was reminded
of what needed to be done before
convention, so let’s get it done.
We are getting close to the
end of the Legion year, now
Anna Spivey
is the time to make sure we
have done all that was asked
of us as legionnaires. Let’s show our Department
Commander how great we want the Legion to be.
Anna M. Spivey
Central Region Vice-Commander

has been active in scouting since 2002. He has earned
several merit badges and was active in Camp Wilderness
for seven years and participated in the Northwood’s Youth
Leadership Training. Brandt received his Eagle Scout
Award January 2014 and his Eagle Project was restoring a
hiking path and signs at the Cross Ranch State Park after
the area was flooded.
Community activities include acolyte 2005-2013
at Salem United Methodist Church and presently the
Technical Assistant. Two year member of Southshore
Comminity Theater and positions held as Actor and
Trumpeter. High School participation include, speech
competition, National Honor Society, Science Olympaid
and Golf teams. Brandt also attended the 2013 Boys
State session. After graduation Brandt would like to
major in some combination of Political Science, Pre-Law,
Psychology or Criminology.
The selection of the American Legion Eagle Scout
of the Year is made annually based on the scout’s
advancement to the rank of Eagle Scout and his activity in
his school, church and community. To be eligible for the
award, a scout must belong and be active with a Boy Scout
Troop, Varsity Scout Team or Explorer Post chartered
to an American Legion Post or Auxiliary Unit or be the
son or grandson of a Legionnaire or Auxiliary member.
Brandt was eligible for the award through his grandfather
Norman Vernon.

Foundation Directors Sought

The North Dakota American Legion Foundation
is seeking two Directors this year. Harold “Bud”
Goldsmith has completed the two full terms as Central
Region Director as allowed by the By-laws. Ron
Broderson has submitted his resignation as Western
Region Director so a Director is sought for the one
year remainder of his 3-year term.
So far there is one interested person for each
position. If anyone is interested in either position
they are encouraged to contact the Department Office
or NDALF Chairman Harvey Peterson.

Lester W. Peterson Post 191 in Gwinner reconfirms
their endorsement for Kenny Wiederholt to run for a
second term on the Department Executive Committee.
Kenny will seek the nomination at the Department
convention to once again represent the Eastern
Region. He will continue to recognize any questions
and concerns which are brought forward by the
members of this region for further action by the
DEC.
At this time, Kenny wishes to extend deep thanks to
all the members in the Eastern Region and throughout the Department of North Dakota who have
shown support and guidance during his first term.
Your kind words have been acknowledged with sincere respect. Kenny requests your support in June
at Minot.
Kenny Weiderholt
DEC East Region Committeeman

Serving All
Your Oil Field
Needs!
Pumping Unit &
Tank Battery Set Up
Roustabout
Trucking
Pipe Line
Welding
Excavation
Safety

GLENN WAHUS
PRESIDENT

Office 701-444-4083
csiwatford.com
Fax 701-444-4132
csi@csiwatford.com
P.O. Box 530 • watford city, nd 58854
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Post Revenue Opportunity

The American Legion
Emblem Sales has established
a relationship with a brewery
known as the Founding
Fathers Brewing Company.
This company is based in Long
Lake, Minnesota and plans to
market and promote its beer
called Founding Fathers. It
is being test marketed in nine
states, both Minnesota and
North Dakota are included in
this marketing plan. It will be
available to Post clubs in both
half barrel kegs and 12 ounce
bottles.
The revenue aspect of this
relationship is that Founding
Amber Ale
Fathers Brewing Company
will be donating 50% of its profits to the American Legion.
The Legion has established a plan to share these profits,
better said, these contributions will be shared with the local
Post and the Departments. Its intentions are that the local
Post will receive the largest share of these contributions.
It has been discussed with the promoter the possibility of
identifying local establishments as the club of record for
the Post of community that does not have a Legion Club
who desires to participate in the program. No answers
have been brought back to the Department, but the logic
allows the brewer a better opportunity to promote their
product as well as increase the amount of dollars made
available to the American Legion Posts across the State.
Founding Fathers is planning to roll out three
different beverages, a Light, a Pale, and their Amber Ale.
The brewer is also offering a full line of related products,
mugs, coasters and other point of sale items. This seems
to be a great plan and collaboration for The American
Legion across the country. The 50 % contribution from
the brewer does not impact a local clubs profits because it
is being funded from the brewers’ profits. The department
is currently working on getting some samples of the new
product to unveil at our upcoming Convention in Minot.
Two opportunities are being identified, the golf outing and
the Go-Getters’ Membership Picnic.
Please share this information with your club manager
or your favorite spot in town. There currently are five
distributors in North Dakota that will be serving our state.
If you have interest in the program and need specific
information, please contact Mr. Scott Miller at Emblem
Sales, he is our contact at The American Legion for this
program. Scott can be contacted at 765-546-3289 or
smiller@legion.org
Greetings to all West Region
Legionnaires!
We are through district meetings but that doesn’t mean our
work is done. We always need to
work on membership and this year
is not any different.
Now we need to gather the
information from our members to
Orletta Kilen
complete the Consolidated Post
Reports. This report helps our leaders to show who
they represent when speaking to legislators at both
the State and National levels. We need this to show
we are still serving as our motto says.
West Region has the most posts not yet reporting; they were due May 1 but will continue to be accepted.
Hope to see everyone at the convention.
Orletta Kilen
Western Region Vice Commander

Charitable Equipment of N.D.
introduces the new

Dakota Fire
Pull Tab Machine

Pull tabs, Coin Boards, and More
For information Call
701-492-8824 or email
charitablend@yahoo.com

I do believe that spring has finally arrived here in North
Dakota. I had the opportunity to travel to Indianapolis on
May 3 and 4 to attend the National American Commission
meetings. During the time we were there, we were treated
to 75 degree days and green grass. What a treat. During
the time we were there our National Commander Daniel
Dellinger held the news conference calling for Secretary
of Veteran’s Affairs, Eric Shinseki, to resign. Jake Raile,
Bud Goldsmith and I were seated in the NEC room and
witnessed this call for action. This action was predicated
by allegations that U.S. Veteran’s died awaiting care at
VA hospitals across the country. The national commander
said the Legion’s call for Shinseki’s ouster is a very
serious gesture. What the end results of the inquiries and
testimony on Capitol Hill is yet unknown. The American
Legion is founded on four pillars, one of which is veteran’s
affairs. Certainly the American Legion by making this
bold move has awakened this country into looking at
these allegations. Let’s hope that positive and productive
changes occur on behalf of all veterans.
Consolidated Post Reports (CPR) were due in the
West Fargo office on May 1. As I write this article there
are still 71 posts that have not completed this form. This
represents about 33% of the state’s 216 posts. Years ago
it was a given that the return rate would be 100%. For
some reason the importance of reporting on post activities
became somewhat unimportant. When we met with
Commander Dellinger last fall, he emphasized the need
for all posts to complete this report. We here in ND are
striving for a 100% return rate. Adjutants of each post
that have not completed the CPR will be contacted and re-

contacted until the report is received. Let’s just get it done
and save everyone a lot of time and headaches.
This being my final article as your Department
Commander, I want to thank you for the opportunity. Some
of my goals and aspirations were achieved while others
were not. We have four fine employees at our headquarters
office and I thank them for the great job they do serving
you the veterans of this great organization. Don Weible
will step into the commander’s role at the completion
of convention. He has worked hard this year preparing
himself for the job of leading you in the 2014-2015 year.
I would be remised if I didn’t mention my counterpart on
the Auxiliary side, Marlys Aubol. It was never dull as we
traveled throughout the state for the state fair, International
Music Camp, district meetings and other functions. On
May 15, it was with much sadness as Barbara Ann and
I traveled to New Town for the funeral of her husband
Royce. Marlys has some difficult days ahead, but she’s a
woman of strength and faith.
Our state convention will be held in Minot June 2729, with the golf outing on Thursday June 26th. Two
super candidates are running for the position of NEC.
Other officers that will be elected are Alternate NEC,
Department Finance Officer, Department Sergeant-AtArms, three Regional Vice Commanders, and hopefully a
Commander Elect. A confirmation vote for Commander
will also take place on Sunday. Only registered delegates
will be allowed to vote, so make sure your post delegates
have the proper credentials.
Hope to see many of you in Minot.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
COMMITTEE

Chairman Kenny Wiederholt wishes to remind
everyone who has pigs to turn in, please bring them to the
Department Convention in Minot. They can be turned in
to any committee member.
Along these lines, Harvey Peterson has requested that
the Children & Youth committee also take responsibility
for the pop tab collection since the “Ronald McDonald
House” is actually a project of this committee. All tabs
can be turned in to any committee member.
We are excited this year to work together with our
partners from the Auxiliary and SAL. This partnership
should prove to be a valuable asset for the Department
of North Dakota American Legion Family. If someone is
out there in need of support or assistance, please contact a
committee member or one of the office staff. This is the
task which we have accepted and we will do our best to
aid this person or family.
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to serve.

Attention
40 & 8’ers
Robert Jacobson, Grand Chef de Gare

The annual Grand Cheminot and Grande
Promenade will be held in Minot at the Grand Hotel
in conjunction with the Department Convention
the last weekend in June. The Cheminot will be on
Friday at 4:30 and the Promenade will be Saturday
at 7:30am. Breakfast will be served before the
Promenade. Please register at the registration table
- $10.00 registration and $15.00 for the breakfast.
Vern Fetch volunteered to be the Grand Ritual
Directeur.
Ritual Directeurs for the Voitures
Locales please contact him (701-222-1384/701-5271426). Many locales did not list Ritual Directeurs.
Our big ticket items for discussion will be membership
and revised constitution and bylaws.

VOTE FOR

BOB KRAUSE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEEMAN
“CARRYING THE
NORTH DAKOTA AMERICAN LEGION
LEGACY FORWARD”

Roger Sateren
seeks

East Region Vice Commander
The Rundell Holicky Post 21 of Lakota is proud to endorse
Roger Sateren as a candidate for East Region Vice
Commander.
Roger has been a member of the American Legion for 45
years. He served 6 years in the Army National Guard.
He has served several terms as Post Commander of the
Rundell Holicky Post 21. He is currently serving as the Post Adjutant. Previous positions include 2nd District Vice Commander and Commander. Roger is a member of
the 40 & 8 and has been appointed to the National Committee on Veterans
Employment and Education. Roger asks for your support in his run for East Region
Vice Commander this coming ND American Legion Convention in Minot.
Roger and his wife Joan, an Auxiliary member, have two sons, Jason and Blair.
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Did You Know….

Honoring Those
Who Serve
By Sue Matcha Community Editor, Walsh County
Record
The North Dakota High School Activities
Association, the National Guard and Park River Area
High School teamed up in March to honor military men
and women, past and present.
Area veterans and active military service personnel
were invited to attend the Park River Area Aggies boys’
basketball game and the girls’ basketball game, free of
charge. Members of area American Legion posts were
in attendance to present the colors prior to both games,
while trumpeter John Maxwell of Grafton played several
patriotic songs.
When the players took to the floor they were dressed
in camouflage uniforms provided by the National
Guard. Prior to the game, all past and present military
personnel were invited to come down to the gym floor
for recognition and a group photo with the players. Park
River, Pisek, Fordville, Lankin and Adams American
Legion posts were invited to participate in the event.

Photos by Todd M. Kjelland
Members of area American Legion posts, veterans and current members
of the military were honored during the Park River Area Aggies boys’
basketball game in Park River. The camouflage uniforms worn by the
players and cheer squad were provided by the National Guard.
Past and present members of the military were also honored at the Park
River Area Aggies girls’ basketball game. All military personnel were
admitted to the games free of charge.

Social Security Expedites
Veteran Claims

Have You Paid Your 2014
Membership Dues?
22170 LT.15944 LIT Media Ad Insert_Layout 1 3/27/12 9:53 AM Page 1

1-800-235-6943

WASHINGTON — Veterans with a Department
of Veterans Affairs disability compensation rating of
100 percent Permanent and Total will soon have their
applications for Social Security disability benefits
processed faster, the Social Security Administration
announced Wednesday.
“Social Security will treat these veterans’ applications
as high priority and issue expedited decisions, similar to
the way the agency currently handles disability claims
from Wounded Warriors,” the organization said in a press
release.
Plans call for the expedited process to begin midMarch.
“Our veterans have sacrificed so much for our
country and it is only right that we ensure they have timely
access to the disability benefits they may be eligible for
and deserve,” Acting Commissioner of Social Security
Carolyn Colvin said in the news release.
Veterans must inform Social Security that they have a
100 percent Permanent and Total disability compensation
rating and show proof of their disability rating with their
VA Notification Letter in order to receive the expedited
service.
Having the rating does not guarantee that a veteran’s
application for Social Security benefits will be approved;
it only ensures that the processing of their claim will
be expedited. And veterans must also meet strict Social
Security eligibility requirements to receive a disability
allowance, according to Social Security.

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST
Silver and Gold Health Discount Plans
Legionnaire Insurance Trust has developed a discount card for health
care savings exclusively for Legionnaires in Your Department of The
American Legion. This card can save you money every time you
access the special services available to you.
No doubt you’ve noticed the increasing cost of health care
services such as eye glasses, hearing aids, as well as
diabetes supplies. This is why everyone should consider
a program that gets you the discounts you need.
Your Department believes these benefits will help
Legionnaires save money on important health care
services, be a resource for answers to vital health care
issues, and provide added convenience, quality and
security to their lives. That is why the Department lends
it endorsement to this high quality program. Legionnaires
interested in learning more about these programs can

call 1-800-235-6943.
SILVER PLAN - $25/year
PRODUCT

NETWORK

Vision
Hearing
24-hour NurseLine
Diabetes Management

Cole Managed Vision Care 45% - 60%
HearPO
30% - 62%
Optum
N/A
Liberty Medical
15%

DISCOUNT

PROVIDERS
9,000
1,600
N/A
N/A

GOLD PLAN - $60/year

Offered by the
Legionnaire
Insurance Trust

PRODUCT

NETWORK

DISCOUNT

PROVIDERS

Vision
Hearing
24-hour NurseLine
Diabetes Management
Dental
Chiropractic & Alternative
Medicine
Vitamins
Podiatry
Long Term Care
Shopping & Dining
Hotel & Car Rental
Concierge Services

Cole Managed VisionCare
HearPO
Optum
Liberty Medical
CAREINGTON POS
American WholeHealth

45% - 60%
30% - 62%
N/A
15%
20% - 50%
10% - 30%

9,000
1,600
Unlimited Access
N/A
24,000
25,000

American WholeHealth
DDS
Healthcare Synergies
DDS
United Marketing Group
LesConcierges

25%
20% - 50%
5% - 30%
3% - 10%
15% - 25%
N/A

N/A
3,500
3,300
See Plan Materials
See Plan Materials
Unlimited

CUSTOMER SERVICE

© AGIA 2012

4 Call today to become a Silver or Gold Member: 1-800-235-6943
4 Live Operators 7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. CST, Monday through Friday
4 Bilingual Spanish representatives
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Why the department has all of these labels and cards
and calendars programs? The American Legion refers to
these as “Revenue Enhancement” programs. The nonprofit management and other types of association types
often refer to these projects as “Non-Dues Revenue”. They
are identical in purpose and process. These are programs
that have been developed to help the organization expand
the dollars that come into the budget to assist in offsetting
the operating costs associated with the function of the
organization. It is a reality; these projects are designed
to augment the dues that are collected from the whole of
the membership, hopefully keeping dues to a minimum
and allowing the potential veteran to belong without a
major impact to the family budget and their day-to-day
living. The major impact of these projects is that they are
a voluntary contribution or donation. It is a request from
the department to members to “help out” a little more if
they are able to manage it financially.
Here is how it works, the department requests
assistance from the National Headquarters in developing
our “Revenue Enhancement program”. We have the
option of selecting from a group of programs, i.e. label
programs, holiday cards, calendars and sweepstakes. It
has been recommended that the most effective revenue
programs limit the contact to the membership to three
or four contacts per year. This maximizes by tracking
the mailings, their related responses and the relationship
between mailings and the donations received. Mailings
from national fall into a few different categories; they
may fall in to 1) All Membership mailing. 2) Previous
Contributors, 3) Donor Builders List, which is the noncontributor and current year new members. Even though
the department may participate in five different revenue
projects; based on your previous history, you the member
will only be contacted on three of these various projects.
The point here is these fundraising projects are here to
help offset the need for raising dues. Therefore, if dues are
raised, as they are in 2015, the increase is directly reflected
on an issue that affects the membership as a whole and
should be absorbed by the total membership, such as our
need and responsibility to ensure our Department Service
Officer position is fully funded and is in place to serve the
needs of our ND Veterans. In regards to these projects
and your decision to make a contribution is solely up to
you. The mailing is simply a request for you to make a
“voluntary” contribution to the department.
Here is an example the impact of your extra donation
has on the function of your department. Current
department dues equal $13.00. If one advertisement in
the Legion News costs an advertiser $260 for one issue;
that ad has a value of 20 additional members. If the label
program and holiday cards and calendars generate an
additional $25,000 in three mailing, it relates to having
signed up 1,923 members. It becomes obvious how
important these “Non-Dues” revenues become, because
we all know how hard it is to find 10 new members let
alone 1,900 members. It is important for you to know that
you can opt out of these mailings. Yes, getting the mail
is sometimes annoying, but it is important to understand
that it is the offset to a successful membership program.
The ND American Legion struggles like every other
membership organization in American in recruiting and
providing the services to younger individuals. The young
generation is not a “joining” group. They survive in an
instant information society and we need to learn how
to adapt to their need. The point here is simple. The
next time you receive a piece of mail from the Legion
requesting a donation for the labels, cards or calendar they
send, if you are able to fund it, please consider throwing a
$20 dollar check in the envelope.
In the 2013 year, there has been two different types
of label programs, the holiday cards, 2014 calendars
and there is a sweepstakes mailing coming in April for
a drawing at the convention in June. Non-dues revenues
help us keep this boat afloat.

ND “Remember our Fallen”
Do you know a company who would sponsor
this display in your community?
Their are seven-two week periods available
during the end of 2013, August through
December for a company to sponsor this
special memorial. Contact the ND Dept.
Headquarters and talk with the Adjutant, David Johnson. Call him at the
headquarters office 701-293-3120 with your local community contact information.
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Eyeball-to-Eyeball

Greetings Legion Family,
This year at the Department Convention, I will be
putting together training for Post Service Officers. The
goal of this training will be to outline the duties of the
Post Service Officer; the VA claims process and give
you the support network and tools to help you help your
community. I would like to hear from the Service Officers
around the state to find out your issues and what myself
and the Legion can do to help. I am still putting together
topics for the training. Contact me with any ideas you
have on what you would like to see. (Email: bryan.
watters@va.gov or 701-451-4646 and leave a message).
Thank you for your Service to our fellow veterans and
let’s talk about the VA’s list of Presumptive Diseases due
to exposure to Agent Orange. The VA assumes that certain
diseases can be related to a Veteran’s qualifying military
service. They call them “Presumptive Diseases.” The VA
has recognized certain cancers and other health problems
as presumptive diseases associated with exposure to
Agent Orange or other herbicides during military service.
Veterans and their survivors may be eligible for benefits
for these diseases.
Presumptive diseases reduce the burden of evidence
for the veteran to be granted benefits. You only need a
diagnosis of the disability and proof of qualifying service.
For example, if you set foot in Vietnam in 1969 and you
have Diabetes Type 2, service connection for the Diabetes
will be granted with no other proof needed. There are
many rules that go along with presumptive diseases and
I encourage you to speak with a Veteran Service Officer
in your area. If you have a disease or disability that is not
on the list of presumptive diseases or you do not have
qualifying service but you believe it was caused by your
military service you should file a claim. For example, if
you served in the Navy off the coast of Vietnam in 1969
and you have Diabetes Type 2, you should file a claim. The
VA currently does not include service in the “blue water”
Navy as qualifying service for the presumptive diseases
due to Agent Orange, however, I encourage all Veterans
who believe they have a service connected disability or
disease to file a claim. If the presumptive list changes or
the qualifying service rules change, you might be eligible
for benefits back to the date of your original claim.
The list of presumptive diseases after exposure to
the herbicide Agent Orange is below. Also included is
ALS or Lou Gehrig’s Disease. ALS is a presumptive
disease for anyone with 90 days of Active Duty anywhere,
anytime. If you know a Veteran with ALS, please ensure
they have talked to someone about a claim from the VA.
AL Amyloidosis: A rare disease caused when an
abnormal protein, amyloid, enters tissues or organs
Chronic B-cell Leukemia: A type of cancer which
affects white blood cells
Chloracne (or similar acneform disease): A skin
condition that occurs soon after exposure to chemicals
and looks like common forms of acne seen in teenagers.
Under VA’s rating regulations, it must be at least 10 percent
disabling within one year of exposure to herbicides.
Diabetes Mellitus Type 2: A disease characterized
by high blood sugar levels resulting from the body’s
inability to respond properly to the hormone insulin
Hodgkin’s Disease: A malignant lymphoma (cancer)
characterized by progressive enlargement of the lymph
nodes, liver, and spleen, and by progressive anemia
Ischemic Heart Disease A disease characterized by a
reduced supply of blood to the heart, that leads to chest
pain

Multiple Myeloma: A cancer of plasma cells, a type
of white blood cell in bone marrow
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma: A group of cancers
that affect the lymph glands and other lymphatic tissue
Parkinson’s Disease: A progressive disorder of the
nervous system that affects muscle movement
Peripheral Neuropathy, (Early-Onset): A nervous
system condition that causes numbness, tingling, and
motor weakness. Under VA’s rating regulations, it must be
at least 10 percent disabling within one year of herbicide
exposure.
Porphyria Cutanea Tarda: A disorder characterized
by liver dysfunction and by thinning and blistering of the
skin in sun-exposed areas. Under VA’s rating regulations,
it must be at least 10 percent disabling within one year of
exposure to herbicides.
Prostate Cancer: Cancer of the prostate; one of the
most common cancers among men
Respiratory Cancers:
(includes lung cancer)
Cancers of the lung, larynx, trachea, and bronchus
Soft Tissue Sarcomas: (other than osteosarcoma,
chondrosarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma, or mesothelioma) A
group of different types of cancers in body tissues such
as muscle, fat, blood and lymph vessels, and connective
tissues
Birth Defects in Children of Vietnam and Korea
Veterans
VA has recognized that certain birth defects
among Veterans’ children are associated with
Veterans’ qualifying service in Vietnam or Korea.
•Spina bifida (except spina bifida occulta), a defect
in the developing fetus that results in incomplete
closing of the spine, is associated with Veterans’
exposure to Agent Orange or other herbicides
during qualifying service in Vietnam or Korea.
•Birth defects in children of women Veterans is
associated with their military service in Vietnam,
but are not related to herbicide exposure.
The affected child must have been conceived
after the Veteran entered Vietnam or the Korean
demilitarized zone during the qualifying service period.
Veterans with Lou Gehrig’s Disease
VA presumes Lou Gehrig’s Disease (amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis or ALS) diagnosed in all Veterans who
had 90 days or more continuous active military service
is related to their service, although ALS is not related to
Agent Orange exposure.

Pop Tab Collection Slow
Pop tab collections turned in and counted so far
show a huge decline compared to the tabs reported and
counted in the last two years. So far only 309,337 tabs
have been counted and packaged for delivery to the
Ronald McDonald House following the Department
Convention.
As in the past, tabs will be collected at the
Department Convention in Minot in June. Anyone with
tabs are encouraged to deliver them. If “collectors”
cannot attend the Convention they are encouraged to
contact Harvey Peterson to see if someone else can
pick them up and deliver them to the Convention.
Remember, our goal is 1,000,000 – yes, a million
– per year! Good luck collecting and thanks so much
to those who have turned in Tabs!

VOTE

FOR

LINDA J. JUNTUNEN
NATIONAL
NORTHWESTERN DIVISION
VICE PRESIDENT 2015-2016

“STICK WITH ME”
as your NW. Division
National Vice President

I was a young buck, discharge papers in hand, driving
a newly acquired red Charger across the country to ND
(my home of record), when
one of life’s unforgettable
lessons presented itself on
a stretch of I-75 about 10
miles north of Knoxville. It
happens very suddenly when
a car’s electronic ignition
goes out – from cruising at
highway speed to coasting to
a stop on the shoulder of the
road. Almost immediately, I
discovered what it is like to be
stranded on the side of a busy
interstate. And I do mean
“stranded.”
Since this occurred decades
ago, having a cell phone to
Dr. Alan Fehr
call a tow truck was not an
option. After spending a couple
hours with my car hood up and waving at the passing cars,
here is the lesson I learned that day.
To get someone to respond:
a. Walk to the nearest off-ramp,
b. Go down to the stop sign where cars have to stop,
c. Get eyeball-to-eyeball with the driver,
d. And, when they roll down the window, make your
request.
This lesson was very valuable and useful as applied to our
Legion Post.
In 2011 our American Legion Post was without a
detectable pulse. There was only one Post officer remaining
but not a commander. There hadn’t been a meeting for months.
The Post didn’t have plans, activities and was going nowhere.
By making phone calls to numerous Post members, we
got together a small group to hold an election of officers
and begin the process of building the Post leadership.
Out next step was to get out of the mindset of “how are we
going to get members, so we can do programs.” Instead, we
needed to start programs first, to begin doing things as a Post.
If a Post is doing nothing, members will vote with their feet.
Today, our programs and involvements are as follows:
1) Every year we send boys to Boys State (eight in
2014),
2) We sponsor a Legion Baseball team,
3) We walk in our local July 4th parade and hand out
small flags to spectators,
4) We financially support a Boy Scout troop for all
their members to attend Summer Camp,
5) We hold Flag Retirement Ceremonies on Flag Day
and Veterans Day,
6) We have become more consistent in having Post
representatives attend District meetings and
Department conventions,
7) We recently developed a Color Guard for parades,
Legion baseball tournaments, and local ceremonies,
8) We are creating a “Veterans in Crisis” program
through our local County Veteran Service Officer to
assist veterans with transportation issues.
Perhaps most importantly, we have a slate of involved and
motivated officers. As a Post we meet monthly year round. At
each meeting we have a meal together and spend time in informal
discussion. When we have new members or guests, we spend
time at the beginning of the meeting with self-introductions,
so we get to know each person and their military background.
Like other Posts, our Korean and Vietnam era veterans have been
the backbone of the Post, however, our current slate of officers is
half OEF and OIF veterans, so many of our officers are “young,”
i.e. under age 50. In short, the Matthew Brew Post 3 in Dickinson
could be a poster child for how to resurrect and grow a Post.
Our latest endeavor is an AR Raffle that we are conducting,
raffling off a 308 LAR 8 Rock River, a 223 LAR Rock River, and
a 22 AR Smith & Wesson. Since these prizes were purchased,
not donated, it took a plan and commitment before we gave it
the green light. While this raffle is just getting started, it is an
opportunity for every member to get involved in ticket sales.
None of our Post growth has come easy or quickly. For example,
we identified a couple years ago that we need to recruit from the
local National Guard Company. I have stood in front of their
formation and talked about the American Legion. We hosted
BBQs as informal meet-and-greet events. None of that seems
to have made any difference in our recruitment.
What made a difference?
1)
2)
3)

Leadership: We needed leadership that would
organize the Post, make decisions, and work
together.
Purpose: We needed to commit to doing things that
would give purpose to our members and Post.
Recruitment: The only thing that seems to make a
difference on recruitment was what I learned years
ago along a stretch of I-75 – you have to be close
enough to look someone in the eye and ask your
question. The direct one-on-one, veteran-to-veteran
contact is what gets people involved.

Dr. Alan Fehr is the Commander of Matthew Brew Post 3
in Dickinson and Vice Commander-Elect of District 8. He
is also a clinical psychologist and Behavior Health Officer
with the ND National Guard. He serves District 36 in the
ND House of Representatives. He can be contacted at fehr@
ndsupernet.com or 701-225-1050.

June 2014

North Dakota Legion News

Page 7

T HE M ESSAGE
North Dakota American Legion Auxiliary - December 2013
PO Box 13986, Grand Forks, ND 58208 • 701-253-5992
www.ndala.org / Facebook: North Dakota American Legion Auxilialry

Welcome to Convention!

A Message From Marlys
During the past six weeks our family has had a million
questions, cried buckets of tears, had many laughs, and way
too many trips to the doctor’s office and hospital. What
Royce thought was a bad hip that needed to be replaced, was
actually leiomyosarcoma, a very rare, aggressive and sneaky
cancer that, in its early stages, appears to be a bone or arthritic
problem, just signs of our aging process. Although we knew
that the tests were leaning toward cancer and treatments, the
official “cancer” word was given to us by the doctor one week
before Royce’s death. Royce passed away at Trinity Hospital,
Minot, North Dakota, on Friday, May 9, 2014, at 10:35PM.
His funeral was Thursday, May 15, at Bethel Lutheran Church,
New Town, ND.
I’ve told this to many people—God wanted me to have
more friends, so he chose the path that I have taken this year, and
He gave me The American Legion Family. You have all been
so wonderful by telling me family comes first, so I stayed home
from the second half of the Spring District Meetings. You have
given me words of encouragement, support, prayers, hugs,
friendship—what more can I ask for? This Family is absolutely
wonderful. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Flickertail Girls State is June 8-13, 2014, in Grand Forks.
I am hoping that all units have found a high school girl who
has just completed her junior year—if each unit sent one, we
would have 177—that would be great! The original deadline
was April 30, however, you can still send someone, but the
registration fee is $225 instead of $200. Let’s get those girls
involved in government in a fun way by also giving her new
friends, leadership skills, confidence, etc.
Don’t forget the colorful paper “membership” chain—we
are anxious to see how long that chain will be. Let’s get those
memberships in, and I know we are already working on 2015.
Keep up the good work.
The Department Convention is fast approaching—
planning has begun. Hope to see you all there. Bring those
pillows for the VA Medical Center, “Change from the Heart”
(we will accept dollars). These donations will go towards my

Strategic Plan to be
voted on at Department
Convention

The Strategic Planning Committee has been working to get
the new Strategic Plan ready for our department. This has been a
process of collaboration and hard work by many individuals and
we are proud of the final result. The purpose of our plan is to
strengthen our organization and align us with the goals on both a
local, state, and national level.
The Strategic Plan has five goals. There are strategies,
initiatives and action ideas/ideas under each goal. The proposed
goals are:
Encourage units to retain and grow membership in order
to assist in attaining the National goal of one million members
by 2019.
Create an internal culture of goodwill and civility.
Develop leadership at all levels.
Strengthen the Department and units
With the American Legion, build brand loyalty.
The plan was mailed to all units in late May, and is available
on our website. Please share this with your unit members and
come to convention prepared and ready to discuss and vote on
the final draft.
Dana Thoreson
Strategic Planning Committee Chairman

We welcome all American Legion Auxiliary members,
delegates and alternates to the State Convention to be held
in Minot June 27-29, 2014.
We will do everything possible to make your stay in
Minot enjoyable.
See you at convention
Rosie Weber
Carol Crabbe
Department Convention Co-Chairmen

All past Unit, District and Department
Presidents are invited to attend the

District 2 President Diane Kraemer presents Marlys with a gift

2014 Past Presidents
Parley Luncheon

projects. Please bring all raffle tickets to the Department
convention. The drawing will take place Saturday, June 28 for
a Martha Washington quilt, other patriotic items, fishing rod,
reel, and tackle box.
Just a reminder about my projects—money will be
donated to the Veterans Home in Lisbon for a lighted fountain,
Transportation Fund at the Gladys Ray Veterans Homeless
Shelter in Fargo, and to Flickertail Girls State. Please help me
raise money for these projects.
This year has been a wonderful experience for me—I have
done many things that I would not have done otherwise, and
I have met many people and made many new friends. Royce
supported my decision to accept the office as your President,
and as we hit this big “hole” in the road, I know he would want
me to continue serving you. As I said at the beginning of this
article, The American Legion Family is absolutely wonderful.
After my term is up in June, I will continue to be an active
member of The American Legion Auxiliary and support the
veterans, the military and their families. I am looking forward
to the National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina, in
August. I hope to see you there.

Saturday, June 28th at 11:30 am
Tickets are $14
Make check payable to:
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 26
Name:_____________________________
Unit #:__________District:____________

Tentative Auxiliary Agenda

Friday, June 27, 2014
7:30 am
Finance Board meeting
8am to 6pm
Auxiliary Registration
9:30 am
Pages Rehearsal
10:30 am
Installation Practice
11:30 am
Pages, Officers and District Presidents
luncheon
1:00 pm
Department Executive Committee Meeting
4:00 pm
Rehearsal for Joint Opening Session
5:00 pm
Past Department Presidents Social and Dinner
7:30 pm
Joint Opening Session
Saturday, June 28, 2014
8am to 2pm
Auxiliary Registration
8:30 am
Auxiliary General Session
11:30 am
Past Presidents Parley Luncheon
1:00 pm
General Session Resumes
2:00 pm
Registration Closes, General Session
continues. Be prepared to vote in the
afternoon.
Time tba
Social Hour & Banquet, followed by dance
Sunday, June 29, 2014
8:00 am Auxiliary General Session
10:00 am Joint Memorial Service followed by Joint Session
Time tbd Auxiliary Installation

What Does 25 Years of Experience Mean To You?
16,000

Please fill out this registration form and
send it with your check to:
Val Bohlig
1200 3rd St NE
Minot, ND 58703
Registration for the Parley lunch must
be received by June 23rd.

Department Office Hours
Monday 2 to 10 pm
Tuesday 1 to 5pm
Wednesday 8am to 12 pm
Thursday 1 to 5pm
Friday 1 to 5 pm
Contact Information
PO Box 13986
Grand Forks, ND 58208
701-253-5992
secretary@ndala.org
http://ndala.org
Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/
NorthDakotaALA

BRANSON - VETERANS
CELEBRATIONS

Hosted by Wayne & Virginia Satrom

14,000

November 8 - 13, 2014
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8,000

4,000
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2,000
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William O. Haug
Vice President/Investments
Branch Manager
If your Financial Advisor is
William O. Haug, it means 25
years of market highs and market
lows as well as personalized,
professional service.

6,000

Dow Jones Industrial Average Annual High and Low 1988-2012
Source: Thomson Financial

2617 South Columbia Road, Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201

(701) 746-1365 • (800) 437-5389
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Showboat Branson Belle Dinner Show
Hallmark tribute to Veterans
Daniel O’Donnell
Presley’s Country Jubilee
Veterans Day Parade
Larry Gatlin & Gatlin Brothers
Oak Ridge Boys
5 Breakfasts / 3 Dinners
Pickup starting in Bismarck - along I94 & Fargo

6 Day Tour

Call today to register, 701/232-3441 or 800/598-0851
for detailed itineraries check website or call!!
www.judysleisuretoursinc.com
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Department Training Program a Success

Poppy Chairmen! Pictured is Gigi Moore, NW Division Poppy
Chairman, Brenda Collins, National Poppy Chairman and
Joan Buske, Department Poppy Chairman.

The Department Training participants pose with National
President Nancy Brown-Park who visited the group via Skype.

On April 5-6 the Department Hosted the Department
Training program. Thirty-two participants from North Dakota,
three from South Dakota, two from Nebraska and two National
chairman came together for this event. National Leadership
Chairman Coral Grout and National Poppy Chairman Brenda
Collins led the training which covered topics such as developing
and mentoring leaders, developing financial practices at the Unit
level and beyond, and team building activities.

On Saturday the group had a surprise guest speaker,
National President Nancy Brown-Park, who visited via Skype.
The presenters shared valuable information with the group,
and many handouts have been posted to the ND ALA website. If
you would like a copies of the handouts and do not have internet
access, please contact Cat in the Department office so it can be
mailed to you.

ND Girls State

Yes – Contact Dana Thoreson as units have contacted
Girls State to let us know they have funds if needed.
Will there be transportation?
Yes – we will again be joining forces with Boys State to
use the bus they have lined up. Contact Dana Thoreson or Teri
in the Legion office to get girls signed up to ride the bus. They
will give you the information and fees depending on where the
girls will get on the bus. Transportation includes round trip;
however if a girl decides to ride home with her parents, there is
no reduction in transportation fees.
Girls State will be observing a moment of silence during
our week to remember those that are no longer with us. If you
have someone that has been part of Girls State, soldier, or a unit
or post member you would like us to remember, please send
their name to Dana Thoreson 815 4th St NE Devils Lake ND
58301. You can email at ndgirlsstate@gmail.com, or call 701720-5612.

Girls State is less than a month away – still have
questions? If your question isn’t listed, please contact us and
we’ll get more information for you:
Did the girls get information sent to them?
Yes – each girl that has registered is sent a post card with
the web site on where to find more information on packing
lists, what to expect, Samsung Scholarship information, dates,
campus location, and registration times…. Plus much more!
Can girls still register?
Yes – registrations will be taken up until Sunday, June 8th.
The fee will be $225 – but ALL girls are still welcome to join
us. Contact Dana ASAP for details.We have girls interested,
but no funding – is there funding available?

In Memoriam
District 4
Myrna Sarbaum, Jamestown
Verna Nienow, Streeter
Frances Schultz, Jamestown
District 5
Marilyn Neigum, Napoleon
Selma Fossum, Bismarck
Phyllis Norstedt, Turtle Lake
Jean Boutrous, Bismarck

District 1
Mary Bonemeyer, Fargo
Connie Gunderson, Casselton
Norma Jean Zentz, Cooperstown
Luella Amann, Sandborn
Kathleen Bruhn, Valley City
Dorothy Young, Valley City
Geraldine Grommesh, Erie
Marlyss Spiekermeier, Casselton
Kathleen Bruhn, Valley City
Dorothy Young, Valley City
District 2
Helen Odegaard, Cavalier
Fern Burt, Cavalier
Freda Kihne, Cavalier
Lisa Lambrecht, Grafton
Eleanor Clark, Grafton
Mary Lou Robinson, Michigan
Betty Zolondek, Minto
Dorothy Stenerson, Adams
Marjorie Samuelson, Adams
District 3
Arlene Sunderland, Milton
Linda Brown, Milton
Norma Hallgrimson, Milton

District 7
Afreda Haider, Velva
Ann Evanoff, Hazen
District 8
Jennie Spiegelberg, Beach
District 10
Arliene Mattson, Lidgerwood
Marlys Minar, Hankinson
Shirley Schlenvogt, Oakes
Unit 500
Peggy Bender
Opal Ableidinger
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the
Department office of any errors so they may be corrected.

Tax | Accounting Services | Transaction Support | Due Diligence | Forensic & Valuation
Asset Allocation | Tax Efficiency | Multi-State Tax and Reporting Issues | IT Infrastructure | Wealth Management

Local, personal accounting services
from people you know and trust.
Experience the Eide Bailly Difference.

210 University Ave., Williston | 701.577.2157 | w w w. e i d e b a i l l y. c o m

Membership Chairman
Our condolences go out to my friend,
President Marlys, on the sudden loss of her
husband, Royce. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you and your family.
On a cheerier note---YOU DID IT!
I got a note from National Membership
Chairman Kathy Daudistel, and I’ll pass
it on to you. Kathy said, “Congrats on
Arla Roth
reaching the 85% milestone in Membership!
Woohoo!! I know membership is trickling in, but you are doing
a great job. Keep working and it will come. You are very much
appreciated and I want to thank you!
Ditto on everything Kathy said. I’m so proud of you! And
I know that those of you who are a bit behind will pull out of it
and make 100% by the next milestone date (which I call target
date because of my theme), which would be July 22. I can’t wait
to see how long our paper chain of membership will be at State
convention, which is coming up sooner than we think. So keep
up the good work and Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
Arla Roth
Membership Chairman

We are excited to have another successful year at
Flickertail Girls State! As always, please contact us any time
with questions or comments.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dana Thoreson,
Girls State Director

Tiny Tots
The Auxiliary welcomes its newest members under the age
of 7:
District 1
Harper Olson, Hope
Olivia Olson, Hope
District 3
Brennyn Follman, York
Ashlyn Follman, York
District 5
Carmen Palm, Wilton
Stella Palm, Wilton
Finley Kerzmann, Garrison
District 6
Lillian Peters, Upham
District 7
Ivy Fredrickson, Stanton
District 9
Abigail Fiesel, Powers Lake
Evy Davis, Powers Lake
Grace Vanhooser, Powers Lake
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the
Department office of any errors so they may be corrected.

Where You Want To Be...
Full Service Hotel
Bistro Thirteen Restaurant
Lounge
Casino
Pool
Hot Tub
Sauna
Patio
Fireplaces
Unique Suites
Professional Staff
Convention Services
New Management
Talented Chefs
New, Unique Menu
Legendary Popovers

3333 13th Ave. S.
701-235-3333
www.fargodoublewood.com
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Two Candidates Vie for National
Northwestern Division Vice President
Judy Twete

Judy Twete, forty-year
member of Ole Semling
Unit 135 of McVille, ND,
has been endorsed by her
unit, and thereby submits
her resume as a candidate
for the office of National
Northwestern Division Vice
President for the American
Legion Auxiliary year of
2015-2016.
Judy has been a paidup-for-life member of Ole
Semling Unit 135 of McVille since 1974. Her eligibility
is through her brother Tom Patterson, a Korean veteran,
her husband Curt, a Navy veteran, serving during the
Viet Nam era, and their son, Darin, a Naval Academy
graduate, who continues to serve as a pilot in the Navy
Reserves.
Judy has held many Unit offices and served several
time as Unit President. Also serving as District President
in District Two, three years as Department Chaplain and
six years on the Department Finance Board, she has
gained much experience on all levels of the Department
of North Dakota.
Judy was Department President in 2001 through
2002, during the time of the 9-11 events. Following that
year she was NEC and Department National Security
Chairman. National appointments include: Chairman
of Northwest Division VA&R and Jr. Activities. While
serving as Vice Chairman on the National VA&R
Committee, Judy represented the ALA at the week-long
National Creative Arts Festival in Rapid City, SD, taking
the place of JoAnne Cronin, National President. Judy
served as the American Legion Auxiliary liasion on the
National Advisory Committee (NAC) for the Veterans
Affairs Voluntary Services (VAVS) Organization for
three years.
Judy is a charter member of the annual funding
group of the ALA, The Century Club. She was Vice
Chairman of the VA&R committee that assisted in the
rewriting of the VAVS Booklet. Currently she serves
on the North Dakota Department Strategic Planning
Committee.
Attending National Conventions almost every year
since her first one in the 1980, she continues to attend
most Washington Conferences in Washington DC and
all Department Conventions and Winter Conferences.
Recently attending the Leadership Training Session in
Bismarck, makes for a three peat for such training for
her as she also attended two such training sessions in
South Dakota in the past.
Locally Judy portrays Betsy Ross, sharing flag
etiquette and military appreciation in local schools. As
Executive Board President of the Nelson County Health
Service and the President of the Lutheran Church of
McVille Council, Judy shoulders many responsibilities.
She is a member of the Lutheran Church of McVille
and a member of the McVille Lutheran Church Women
(MLCW) group. As Welcome Wagon Lady in McVille
Judy visited all new local residents with gifts and
cookies for over twelve years and continues to serve as
Mrs. Claus at Christmas for local events.
Curt and Judy owned and managed Twete, Inc.,
farm equipment dealerships in McVille, Jamestown and
Devils Lake and most recently retired after thirty five
years in the business. Curt continues to farm and serves
as ND NEC for The American Legion.
Curt and Judy are proud parents of four children
and have eleven grandchildren, ranging in age from
6 to 21. Their son, Darin is a member of Post 135 in
McVille, as is his wife, Tanya, a life-member in Unit
135. Daughters, Carma and Dawn, and granddaughters,
Alexis Hanson, Mallory, Kayla and Taylor Twete,
Abby Johnson and Addison Twete, are paid-up-forlife members in McVille Unit, and contribute to local
activities. Carma, Dawn, Brian and Darin all attended
Girls and Boys State, as did grandchildren, Alexis and
Erik.
Judy is well-qualified and has up-to-date computer
skills. She has done extensive traveling and feels
capable of handling various situations where travel is
involved. Having served on various committees and
traveled with Curt, Judy knows many, many people in
the Departments of the Northwest Division.
Judy asks for your consideration and vote at the
Department Convention in June, hosted by Minot, ND.
Thank you.
Respectfully Submitted,
Judy Twete

Linda Juntunen

During
the
spring
meeting of District 3, held
on April 9, 2014 at Rolla,
ND the Fred C. Wagner
Unit
#235
announced
their endorsement of Past
Department President Linda
J. Juntunen for the position
of National Northwestern
Division Vice President.
This
endorsement
was
greeted by other members of
the District with cheers and a
rousing round of applause.
Mrs. Dale (Linda) Juntunen is not only eligible for
membership through her husband, who served during
the Viet Nam Era, is also eligible through her father
Joseph W. Johnson, WWII and Korean Conflict, and
two brothers Joseph W. Johnson and Albert Johnson,
who both served during the Viet Nam Era. Linda, who
was born at Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota
grew up with her family of seven, who followed Mr.
Johnson on his many journeys as a service member.
The family spent time in South Dakota, Montana,
New York and Great Britain. After Mr. Johnson was
discharged the family returned to North Dakota. Linda
graduated high school from Dunseith, ND and attended
college at Bottineau and Mayville, concentrating on
Business Management and Accounting.
Mrs. Juntunen is the co-owner of the former Wm.
Langer Jewel Bearing which is now called Microlap
Technologies, Inc., a manufacturing plant which is
located in Rolla, ND. Her business life has given
her experience in finance, plant management, human
resources and office principles and practices. Within
the community Linda has been Youth director for her
church, has served on the Church Council, sings in the
choir and is currently the President of the Women’s
group.
Auxiliary involvement has given her the opportunity
to serve in many offices on the Unit, District and
Department level. Linda has served on several different
committees on the Unit level, including Legislative,
children and Youth and Junior activities. She has
also been her Unit’s Vice President and President on
more than one occasion. She has served as District
3 President and Vice President. Linda is the most
recent Past Department President, serving that capacity
during the 2012 – 2013 year and is now serving as the
Department National Executive Committeewoman and
Department National Security Chairman. Linda has
also been the Department Membership Chairman and
is very active in the Girls State Program.
The members of Fred C. Wagner #235 would
appreciate your support of their endorsement of Linda
Juntunen as candidate for the position of National
Northwestern Division Vice President by encouraging
your delegates to our Department convention in June
to stick with Linda as they place their votes for this
position.

Support Tomorrow’s
Leaders Today
ROTC and JROTC are a
part of National Security
Program
The Reserve Officer Training Corps was founded in
1926. It is a college program offered at more than 1,000
colleges and universities across the United States. The Junior
Reserve Officers Training Corps is offered at the senior high
school level.
The purpose of the ROTC programs is to train officers
for the US military, produce leaders and build better citizens
for America. In exchange for a paid college education the
young person agrees to serve as an officer in either the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps or Air Force after graduation.
There are differences between the ROTC programs
of the various branches of the service. However, they all
teach leadership development, military skills and career
training. Courses are a mix of regular academic studies and
field training. Upon completion an ROTC graduate will be
awarded officers status and given a choice of different career
fields within the military.
Unlike the other services the Coast Guard does not have
an ROTC. However students between the ages of 19 and
30 can enroll in the Coast Guard student reserve program.
Enlistees train for two summers and serve one weekend per
month during the school year. After training is complete they
serve as reserve officers.
If you have a ROTC or JROTC program in a high
school, college or university in your area, check to see how
your unit could help these students! Find out when they will
graduate and honor them with a ceremony/party. You can also
invite the cadets to volunteer at some of your service events
or even provide a color guard.

For more information on how to find your local ROTC or
JROTC units, visit the following links for each program:
• Army ROTC: www.goarmy.com/rotc
• Army JROTC: www.usarmyjrotc.com/
• Air Force ROTC: www.afrotc.com
• Air Force JROTC: www.au.af.mil/au/holmcenter/AFJROTC
• Naval ROTC (includes Marine Corps): www.nrotc.navy.mil
• Naval JROTC: www.njrotc.navy.mil
• Marine Corps JROTC: www.mcjrotc.org
• Coast Guard JROTC (there is no ROTC program): No
website, but there are two nationally (Miami, FL and Camden
County, NC).
Gayle Janson, National Committee Member
Submitted by Linda J. Juntunen,
Dept. National Security
Are you ready to make member address and name
changes, run Unit reports and enter new member
information any time you wish? If yes, then ALAMIS
access is for you!
The cost is $10 per account per year. If interested,
send the Department office your name, email
address and $10.

Auxiliary Activities:
Current Dept. NEC
Dept. President 20122013
Dept. National Security
Chair
Dept. Membership Chair
Past Dist. President
Past Unit President
Legislative Chair
Children and Youth Chair
Junior Activities
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Owner / Operator of Microlap Technologies, Inc.
Chief Operating Officer and
Chief Financial Officer
Human Resources
Office principles and practices
Community Service
Past youth director
Community choir
Church council member &
current President of the women’s group
Education
NDSU—Bottineau, Mayville State University
Business Management and Accounting
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VA&R Chairman

Hello Ladies of ND ALA:
Thank you for all you have contributed to our Veterans, their
families, and especially the homeless. The money you have sent
to purchase items for the Gladys Ray Shelter was so appreciated
by the many Veterans there. I purchased lots of coffee this past
winter and that is an item that they can always use.
Thank you for the reports you sent. I see that all of you
have been very busy this past year. And this year has flown by so
fast. I am looking forward to seeing everyone in June in Minot.
I have so enjoyed being VA & R Chair these past three years.
It has given me so many heartfelt moments with everything that I
have done. I am going to continue my work with the VA Medical
Center and the homeless as much as I can and I will help the
new Chair as much as she wants. I am now a Hospice volunteer
with the VA Medical Center for their project “No Veteran Dies
Alone”. So I will continue to stay busy.
See you in June and God Bless all of You and God Bless our
Veterans and their families everywhere.
Mavis

Officer Endorsement: Chaplain

The Harley Salzman Unit #5 of Beach is pleased to present
Beverly Wolff as a candidate for Department Chaplain for the
2014-2015 year.
Beverly has held offices on the Unit, District, Department
and National Levels.
She is presently the Department Chaplain, Past National
Chaplain, Past NEC, Past Department President, and has held
Department and NW Division Chairmanships.
Beverly is a Life member of the Auxiliary through her late
husband Darrell who was a retired Veteran of the Korean and
Viet Nam Era.
Your vote and support at the June 2014 Convention will be
much appreciated.

Officer Endorsement:
Department Secretary

The Laverne J Thompson Unit 11 in Cavalier ND endorses
Catherine Olson for the office of Department Secretary. Prior to
being elected as Department Secretary in 2013, Cat worked with
the Girls State program for 16 years, including four years as a
Girls State Committee member.
Cat would appreciate your vote at the Convention so that
she may continue supporting members in achieving the ALA
mission.

North Dakota Legion News

District 1

All Ladies of District 1:
Another year has gone by so fast. The reason must be
that I am getting “younger.” I THANK YOU for all the work
you have done this past year. The Veterans are so lucky to have
such great ladies as we have in our American Legion Auxiliary.
I hope you keep on giving as much as you can because there are
so many homeless that need our help and, also, many Veterans in
the Medical Center. I so appreciate you.
I am looking forward to seeing you in June in Minot.
Take care and God Bless.
Mavis Goodroad, District 1 President

District 4 News For You!
We had a very nice district meeting in Kensal. We had
thirty ladies in attendance. Again, thank you to the units and
individuals who participated in the meeting. Kensal doesn’t have
a unit, but working together, we had a successful and fun meeting.
As there was only one nomination each for president and vicepresident/secretary, Judith Williams, Streeter unit, was elected
vice-president/secretary. I will be your president for another two
years. Both of us will be installed at the June convention. We
thank you for your vote of confidence and we’ll do our best in
the coming two years. I will also be your district delegate to the
National Convention in Charlotte, NC.
As we move into summer, many of our units do not have
meetings. Still, we must remember our veterans and continue the
wonderful work you do for them. Memorial Day is May 26th. Each
unit has a copy of the POW/MIA Empty Chair Remembrance
Ceremony. Now is the time to share this meaningful program
with the community. May is also Poppy month. Distribute
poppies for a donation. Do not sell them. June is Junior activities
month. Involve your juniors in your programs. Flag Day is June
14th. Fly your flags! Ask your Post to participate with you in
a flag disposal ceremony. Plan to attend the June convention
in Minot. Sponsor July 4th celebrations. In August, work on
your membership program. Make plans to attend the National
convention. September is Music Month. Collect renewals, sign
up new members.
After convention we will have new Department officers and
chair-people. Read the new work outlines and all information
carefully. Watch for changes and deadlines. Throw away old
information and be sure you are using up-to-date forms. Put the
date on any correspondence you do and keep a copy for your
records. Always have a paper trail.
Enjoy summer! Keep a record of your activities for midwinter reporting. As always, I’ll be looking forward to unit
visits. Keep me informed of your activities so I can share with
our other units.
Remember, Every Day is Veterans Day!
Elsie J. Goldsmith, District 4 President, Streeter

District 5

Devotion

Let us bow our heads and hearts in prayer, each in our own
Faith;
Dear Lord we pray for Peace among all people on our
earth. Help us to understand our neighbors and to be thoughtful
of all beings. Give us strength to be compassionate and caring
for those people that need our care and understanding. Guide
us in our service to God and Country, as an organization and
as individuals, that we may make a difference in the lives of
those we reach out to, especially the veterans and their families,
the Homeless Veterans, and our members. Bless and protect
our Troops where ever they are located. We pray for Your
Understanding and Guidance in all we do. In His Name, Amen.
Beverly Wolff
Dept. ALA Chaplain

Happy Spring,
Yes it is finely here, and with it is the end of my first year
as District 5 President. I have to admit I was a little leary of
taking on this position but have since found that there are lots
of wonderful auxiliary women out there who have made this a
pretty great year for me.
Everyone is busy with their projects for helping our Veterans
and their families and of course that is our main mission. We all
have different ideas for ways to help so that means we need to
share these ideas with everyone. We need to learn to toot our
own horns and get credit for what we have accomplished. You
are all dedicated ladies and I for one am grateful for all your help
and that makes me look forward to this next year.
I wish you all a fun summer and please be safe, see you at
the convention in Minot at the end of June.
Katie Pulley, District 5 President

Department Secretary
Many of us think of April and May as
the end of the 2014 “Auxiliary Year.” After
all, we are encouraged to submit “year-end”
reports in April and many units do not meet
during the summer months. The difference
between leadership year, calendar year,
fiscal year and membership year can be
confusing for some members. Although
our leadership and fiscal years are coming
Catherine
to an end, we are truly only halfway into our
Olson
membership year.
The membership year
follows the calendar year.
A few units are accepting new member applications now
with the anticipation that they are for 2015 membership year.
New member applications cannot be entered for the 2015
membership year until September 1, 2014. Instead of holding
on to the application, consider submitting the application for the
2014 membership year and offering a discount on 2015 dues for
that member. Both parties can benefit from this: the new member
gets to start enjoying ALA benefits now instead of having to wait
until January 1, and your Unit has a guaranteed renewal for the
2015 year.
2015 renewals can be taken any time after July 1. When
sending in renewals, always mark which membership year the
renewals are for so that any confusion may be avoided.
The membership cards will be available at the Department
Convention. If you do not pick up the cards at Convention they
will be mailed to you in July.
Please contact the Department office with any questions.

There’s no place like
home. So make
yourself comfortable.

1-800-638-3278

montana-dakota.com

We never know what challenges we’ll
face, but coming home should always
be … predictable. The lights turn on,
room temperatures are just right and
pushing the “on” button starts the
appliances and electronics we use
for everyday tasks. Montana-Dakota
Utilities provides safe, reliable and
affordable electric and natural gas
services for our customers. Come on
in, put your feet up and make yourself
comfortable.

District 6

Thanks to all the units in the District, each and everyone
worked hard on all the programs. It is always a feeling of pride to
see all the work the units do for the American Legion Auxiliary
programs. How interesting it is to witness the same program
done in so many wonderful varieties. I am proud of all the units.
Membership in our great organization is always a major
point. Please keep up Membership and working at retaining,
renewing and getting new. Make everyone know who we are,
what we do and what we stand for.
Thanks to all the units that invited me to their meeting and
functions for the last 2 years. Meeting the ladies makes lasting
friends, keep up the good work.
Tammy Ryberg, Outgoing District 6 President

District 7

Hello Auxiliary Friends,
Once again it was great seeing all of you at our spring
district meeting! The meeting was a success! Thank you Elgin
for having us there! The registration ended up being a total of 23.
So it was a great turn out. We discussed that district 7 and Elgin
are responsible for the Presidents reception, the money made at
the silent auction was given to Marlys Aubol’s project.
Until we meet again God bless you all.
Hollie Jacobson, District 7 President

Rolla Unit Holds Poppy Walk

Fred C. Wagner Unit 235 in Rolla held a Poppy Walk on
Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 17. The walk was free and
open to the public to honor veterans and those serving in the
military. A total of 150 half mile laps were walked. Poppies
were available for distribution as were paper poppies for an
honor wall. A silent auction was held in conjunction with the
event. Burger baskets could be purchased for lunch.
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Department Executive Committee Minutes
Winter Conference
Cutty Sark Room at the Mandan Seven Seas
10:00 am January 31, 2014

Meeting called to order by DEC Chair Dave Rice at 10:01
am with a salute to the flag and the pledge. East Region
DEC Kenny Wiederholt offered a prayer.
NEC Curt Twete introduced National Leading Candidate
Mike Helm and National Vice Commander Wayne Satrom.
The agenda was reviewed. The Americanism/Children and
Youth Committee report was added to the agenda.
The DEC minutes from October 12, 2013 were
reviewed.
A motion was made by Don Weible and seconded
by Kenny Wiederholt to approve the minutes and
was unanimously approved.
DEC votes taken outside of the meetings
1. The investment policy that was approved by
email votes was reviewed.
2.

West Fargo Post Temporary Charter was
approved by email votes was reviewed.

3.

The Firefighter and Ray Atol Awards that were
approved by email votes was reviewed.

Financial Report
Finance Officer George Zeller gave the Financial Report
and clarified items on the report. The Department is
running mostly within budget and should be close to within
budget at the end of the year.
A motion was made by George Zeller and
seconded by Kenny Wiederholt for the adoption
of the financials as presented, subject to audit was
unanimously approved.
Audit Report
An internal audit was completed by the Finance
Committee led by David Rice. A few items were discussed
and recommended changes were given. There were no
improprieties.
A motion was made by George Zeller and
seconded by Kenny Wiederholt to approve the
audit report was unanimously approved.
Investment Report
Bill Haug of Stifel Nicholas gave a report on how the
investment monies received by him will be handled.
Adjutant David Johnson and Finance Officer George Zeller
will start liquidating some of the assets and send to Bill
Haug with Stifel Nicholas by March 1, 2014.
Department Service Officer (DSO) Report
Department Service Officer Bryan Watters reported on his
first 6 months serving as the DSO. He will report to the
DEC on a quarterly basis.
Membership Report
Department Membership Chair Ron Matthews reported
on the membership goal and gave an update on his projects
he has done and would like to do to increase membership.
The 3 new Posts were discussed.
Public Relations Committee Report
The Public Relations Committee requested a budget and
will put together a proposal for the DEC.
Athletic Committee Report
Ken Vatne reported on the changes in the baseball
program. They are going from a two class program to
a three class program. The addition of the background
checks the previous year was discussed.
Boys State Report
Carroll Quam reported on the 2014 Boys State program
and the Boys State budget. High School credit for
attending Boys/Girls State was discussed along with the
changes to the busing for 2014.
Guard and Reserve Committee Report
Carroll Quam reported on the history of the committee
and would like to expand the committee.
ND State Band Report
Bruce Holtan reported on the State Band. They are
planning on attending the National Convention this year.
The band is also looking into performing at venues outside
of the Legion to help raise funds.
Foundation Report
Harvey Peterson reported on the Foundation and
noted the report he presented was not approved by the
Foundation at the time the report was given. The financials
of the Foundation along with replacing two of the directors
this year was discussed.
Old Business
ND American Legion 501(c)(3) Status
The application for the Foundation changing to a 501(c)
(3) filing status is almost complete.
Recess

Meeting went into a 10 minute recess and was called back
to order by DEC Chair Dave Rice at 11:50 am.
Boys State SAL Squadron Update
Carroll Quam updated the board on the status of having
an SAL Squadron for Boys State Alumni only. Due
to National guidelines for Squadron’s and not being
able to have more than one Squadron per Post, it was
recommended Wahpeton Squadron #20 have a Boys State
Alumni Committee within their Squadron.
Recess
Meeting went into a 50 minute recess and was called
back to order by DEC Chair Dave Rice at 1:02 pm.
CVB Bid Presentations for 2018 Conference and
Convention
Bismarck Post 1 and Dickinson Post 3 presented bids for
the 2018 Winter Conference.
A motion was made by Ted Becker and seconded
by Kenny Wiederholt to award Bismarck Post
1 the 2018 Winter Conference to be held at the
Mandan Seven Seas was unanimously approved.
A motion was made by Kenny Wiederholt and
seconded by Bud Goldsmith to award Dickinson
Post 3 the 2018 Department Convention was
unanimously approved.
A motion was made by George Zeller and
seconded by Ted Becker to have the Dickinson
CVB present bids for the 2018 Convention by the
next DEC meeting was unanimously approved.
2014 Department Convention in Minot
Minot Post 26 has expressed they do not have the
manpower to host the 2014 Convention and would
like the Department to take over the responsibilities of
hosting the Convention. The Minot Post 26 would then
work the registration desk and have the color guard. The
Department would collect the registration money and
give Minot Post 26 $2 of every Legion registration. The
Department would then assume all the expenses and
liability associated with the expenses.
A motion was made by Eugene Kachena
and seconded by Ted Becker upon written
release by the Post, the Department will take
over responsibilities of future Conferences or
Conventions if a Post does not want to plan the
event. The host Post will receive $2 of each
Legion registration and the Post will work
registration was unanimously approved.
Americanism/Children and Youth Committee Report
Kenny Wiederholt reported on the Americanism/
Children and Youth Committee. Some of the committee
members are changing due to availability.
Post 401 Charter
UND Post 401 has a temporary charter and has requested
a permanent charter.
A motion was made by Bud Goldsmith and
seconded by Ted Becker to approve a permanent
charter for UND Post 401 was unanimously
approved.

The discussion was tabled until further research on the
possibility of free conference calls can be reported to the
DEC.
BCBS Disability Insurance
Eugene discussed the possibility of providing disability
insurance to the Department Staff. A bid was given by
BCBS but more information was needed and was tabled.
SAL Squadron in Kensal
A Squadron Charter application was completed by the
Kensal Post for approval.
A motion was made by Ted Becker and seconded
by Kenny Wiederholt to approve a Squadron in
Kensal was unanimously approved.
Disbanding Posts
The Department has received requests by the Riverdale
and Oberon Post to disband. Both Posts are in the process
of turning in their weapons.
A motion was made by Bud Goldsmith and
seconded by Kenny Wiederholt to disband the
Riverdale and Oberon Posts was unanimously
approved.
ACOVA
Jeff Hall is stepping down and the Department needs to
submit a primary and secondary name for the open position
on ACOVA.
A motion was made by Bud Goldsmith and
seconded by George Zeller to nominate Dave
Rice to be submitted to be on the ACOVA was
unanimously approved.
A motion was made by Eugene Kachena and 		
seconded by Ted Becker to nominate Ken Hasby
to be submitted to be on the ACOVA was 		
unanimously approved.
A motion was made by Kenny Wiederholt and
seconded by Ted Becker to cease nominations
was unanimously approved.
A motion was made by Kenny Wiederholt and
seconded by George Zeller to have Dave Rice
as the first name listed on the application was
unanimously passed.
Personnel Policy Handbook
The Personnel Policy Handbook was discussed. The
Finance Committee will be responsible for updating and
clarifying the Personnel Policy Handbook and will present
the updates and changes at the March DEC meeting.
LIT
An update was given on the LIT program with ND being
4th in the Nation with 31% participating.
Spring Meeting
The Spring DEC Meeting will be held in Jamestown on
at 11 am with the location to be announced.
Meeting Adjourned.

Awards Selection
Legionnaire of the Year and Distinguished Service
Awards were reviewed and discussed.
A motion was made by Ted Becker and seconded
by Eugene Kachena to award Kirk Smith as the
2013 Legionnaire of the Year was unanimously
approved.
A motion was made by George Zeller and
seconded by Ted Becker to award ElRay
Fercho 2013 Distinguished Service Award was
unanimously approved.
A committee was assigned to rewrite and review all the
Department Awards and to bring their recommendations to
the DEC for approval. The Awards Committee will consist
of Trish Hodny, Bud Goldsmith, Ron Matthews and Bob
Greene.
Revenue Enhancement
The National American Legion has a sweepstakes
program available for the Departments. The ability to have
a sweepstakes and the criteria has been discussed with the
ND Gaming Division of the Attorney General’s Office. A
local permit will be required.
A motion by Bud Goldsmith and seconded
by Kenny Wiederholt to proceed with the
sweepstakes was unanimously approved.
Phone System Changes
A bid for changing the phones at the Department
office which will allow for unlimited conference calls
was presented and discussed. A discussion was held
regarding looking into other options for Conference calls.
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The past several months The American Legion
has made some monumental decisions very seldom
chosen. The first being the vote to suspend the Charter
of the Department of Oklahoma for improprieties in their
operations by some in leadership positions. As of now
a team of Legionnaires are working with the Department
to right the operations in the Department. Hopefully,
by their convention time a new slate of officers can be
elected and the Charter can be reinstated. This has only
happened once before in the ninety-five year history of the
organization when in1933 a charter was suspended
The second major decision was to call for the
resignation of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki,
very seldom has this drastic action taken place by The
American Legion but the alleged discrepancies in several
VA facilities concerning
Patient appointments and care is unacceptable. Over
the past several years The American Legion has worked

North Dakota Legion News

closely with the VA to reduce the claims backlog and
supported the Secretaries performance in that endeavor
however; cover-ups and lies in patient care are beyond
support.
A concern on the Department level is the fact that no
one has stepped up to seek the Department Commanderelect position. This office was implemented several years
ago to give a qualified Legionnaire a year to prepare for
his/her year as Commander. Yes, it is a commitment and
requires time and energy but it is also a very rewarding year
for anyone willing to put forth the effort. Each of us needs
to work to groom and develop future leadership, identify,
encourage and assist in their growth in the organization. If
in your local area you have that person, offer to assist them
in their campaign and be prepared to step up to the plate
during their year to ease the load.
Looking forward to seeing each of you in Minot for
the convention in June, see the light!!!!

“He [the Lord] heals the broken hearted. He binds
his daughter calling to him from behind. Perplexed, he
up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). In our age of incredible
had the wherewithal to wonder why on earth his daughter
scientific development, there have been many advances
should be with him on assignment. By the grace of God,
that help to heal those who are physically wounded. At
as he turned around, he heard his wife screaming, “The
the very least, medicine can provide comfort and attempt
gun isn’t loaded! The gun isn’t loaded.” As he “came to”,
to address pain management. There is some woundedness
the soldier was horrified to see that he was in his home
that that does not lend itself so easily to healing. There is
surrounded by police, as he himself was holding a rifle
hope. It requires a psychological/psychiatric approach.
in his hands. Fortunately, law enforcement worked with
In many ways, we are just beginning to scratch the
him to seek out the necessary help; for, he realized the
staggering effects of PTSD on himself.
surface regarding awareness of the effects of post-traumatic
TheLIT
human
mind
is an1 3/27/12
incredible
stress disorder [PTSD]. There is a story of a veteran who, 29263 LT.15944
All Products
Ad_Layout
10:01 AMgift
Pageof1 God. While
it is incredibly resilient, there is still much to be learned in
unbeknownst to him, was on a particular assignment in
regard to healing this form of woundedness, invisible, but
a Special Forces unit. However, as he found himself in
real, nonetheless.
what appeared to be a dangerous situation, he could hear

Sweepstakes at Convention
The DEC has authorized a sweepstakes to be processed to
our North Dakota American Legion members by the National
American Legion Fundraising division. You have already
received a mailing in regards to the effort. The Department has
taken out a permit with the City of Minot to hold this sweepstakes
during our convention in Minot on June 27,-29. By state law, the
total combined prizes for a single event cannot exceed $4,000.
Our sweepstakes has five winners, $2,500, $750, $500, and two
$125.00 prizes. Please consider participating in the sweepstakes.
You do not need to be present to win. Please read your tickets
carefully, they are returned to the office in West Fargo, as per North
Dakota Gaming Rules all funds are deposited in our North Dakota
bank. This is a new non-dues revenue program for the Department.
If you are able to participate, please help out your organization.

Your American Legion Department Sponsored

INSURANCE PROGRAMS
The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been
Your Department’s sponsored member benefits
program for over 45 years and continues to fulfill
members’ needs while being the only such
program to benefit Your Department.
Our Products include,
but are not limited to:
• LegionCare
(NO-COST
Accidental Death)
• Expanded
Accidental Death
• Hospital Help
• CancerCare
• Travel Accident
• Emergency
Assistance Plus
TM

For more information on the products and services
provided by The Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

CALL: 1-800-810-8369
or Visit us on the web at: www.theLIT.com
*Product specifications and availabiltiy will vary by state. Products are only available in
the U.S. aside from NY and WA.
29263

VETERANS MAY
NOW APPLY FOR
SERVICE DOGS
North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs
announces grant available for North Dakota Veterans
with PTSD. North Dakota Veterans suffering from
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) may now
apply for a grant which may provide them with a
specially trained Service Dog. These service dogs are
trained right here in North Dakota to assist Veterans
who suffer from PTSD. The dogs provide the special
needs of the veteran they are to serve whether it is
calming anxiety attacks, providing comfort and
assurance in public settings or waking a veteran
from a nightmare. PTSD service dogs have proven to
greatly assist Veterans in returning to a more normal
life and reintegrating back into their community.
Service Dogs for America has several of these highly
trained service dogs ready to be placed with a North
Dakota veteran in need.
To meet the minimum qualifications for a PTSD
service dog under this grant, the Veteran must be a
North Dakota resident, have a diagnosis of PTSD,
be engaged in counseling or therapy and have a
Doctor’s recommendation for a PTSD Service Dog.
All qualified Veterans are urged to apply. The grant is
made possible by the 63rd ND Legislative Assembly
and private donors.
To learn more or to download a preliminary
application packet, please visit our website at www.
nd.gov/veterans and see information about Service
Dogs for America on our home page.
About Service Dogs for America (SDA)
SDA is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit corporation
established in 1992 and located in Jud, North Dakota,
with a mission to train and certify service dogs for
individuals with disabilities.
Contact:
Lonnie Wangen - NDDVA
		
Pamela Standing - SDA
Telephone: 701-239-7165				
		701-685-5009
Email:
lwangen@nd.gov
		
info@servicedogsforamerica.org

The Richard E. Nelson Post #297
of Harwood is proud to endorse

David G. Rice

to seek the position of
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Dave is a 40 year member of the American
Legion and currently serves as Chairman of the
Department Executive Committee, the Harwood
Post 297 Adjutant and the 1st District Oratorical Contest Chair. He also
serves on the National VA&R Commission and the National Legislative
Council and is the Secretary of the North Dakota Veterans Coordinating
Council.
Rice has served as Department Commander, Eastern Region Department
Executive Committeeman and Vice Commander, 1st District Commander
and has held several positions at the Post level including Commander and
Finance Ofﬁcer. Dave was the Department “Legionnaire of the Year” in
2005 and was a graduate of the National American Legion College in 2006.
Rice served as the 40 & 8 Grand Chef de Gare du North Dakota and
has held many positions at the Voiture level including Chef de Gare,
Correspondant and coordinator of the Flags for First Graders Project.
Senior Chief Dave Rice served on active duty in the U.S. Navy for four and
a half years and the Navy Reserve for over 37. He retired from the U.S.
Navy in 2011 with over 42 years of honorable service.
Rice retired from the NDSU Extension Service in 2008 after 31 years of
service. Dave and his wife Donna, an Auxiliary member and also an NDSU
retiree, live East of Harwood. His daughter
Katie and grand daughters Morgan and Soﬁe
are members of the Auxiliary, his son Chad is
the Alternate NEC for the Sons of the American
Legion.
Harwood Post 297 asks for your support in
electing Dave Rice as our Alternate National
Executive Committeeman.
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ND Legionnaires

96th

Welcome
to
Minot
American Legion Department Convention
Grand Hotel, Minot, ND
701-852-3161

June 27-29, 2014

Wayne Satrom
Natl. Vice Cmdr

Eugene Kachena
Dept. Cmdr.

LEGION CONVENTION PROGRAM
Thursday: June 26, 2014
Noon
Golf Registration – Souris Valley Golf 		
		Course
Friday: June 27, 2014
8:00 am
Foundation Meeting
10:00 am
Department Executive Committee 		
Meeting
Noon – 6:00 pm Registration
1:00 pm
VA&R Convention Committee Meeting
3:00 pm
Credentials Convention Committee 		
		Meeting
3:00 pm
Finance/Budget and Audit Convention
		Committee Meeting
3:00 pm
Resolutions Convention Committee 		
		Meeting
3:00 pm
Meet/Greet Incoming Dist 			
Commanders and Presidents
3:00 pm
Fundraising Seminar
4:00 pm
Trust/Estate Planning Seminar
4:00 pm
Dist Commanders & Pres Flag
Rehearsal

4:30 pm
40 et 8 Grand Cheminot
5:30 pm
Past Dept Commanders Dinner
7:30 pm
Joint Opening Session
Saturday: June 28, 2014
7:30 am
40 et 8 Breakfast & Grand Promenade
8:00 am – Noon Registration
8:00 am
Legion Riders State Meeting
8:30 am
Trusts/Estates Seminar
9:00 am
Dist. Commanders/CPR
9:00 am
Sons of the American Legion
9:30 am
Constitution/By Laws and Rules 		
		
Convention Committee Meeting
9:30 am
Fundraising Seminar
10:00 am
Americanism/Children and Youth 		
		Committee Meeting
10:00 am
Athletic Committee Meeting
11:00 am
Go-Getters Picnic
1:00 – 6:00 pm Registration
1:30 pm
Legion General Session
3:00 pm
Organization/M&PA Meeting
3:00 pm
Post Service Officers Meeting

3:00 pm
Public Relations Committee Meeting
3:00 pm
Boys State Meeting
3:00 pm
CPR and Post Adjutant Training Class
5:00 pm
National Convention Meeting
6:00 pm
Banquet Social
7:00 pm
Department Commander’s & 		
		President’s Banquet
8:30 pm
Dance by the ND Legion State Band
Sunday: June 29, 2014
7:00 am
Press Association Breakfast
7:30 am
National Guard and Reserve 		
		Committee Meeting
8:00 – 10:00 am Registration
8:30 am
East Region Caucus
8:30 am
Central Region Caucus
8:30 am
West Region Caucus
10:00 am
Joint Memorial Service
		Joint Session
		
Legion Session			
		
Post-Convention DEC Meeting

YOUR HOSTS:
William G. Carroll Post and Unit 26

GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Thursday, June 26, 2014
12:00 pm Registration
Souris Valley Golf Course
Minot, ND

•
		
•
•
		
•
•
•

Registration is at 12:00 pm with a projected tee time
of 1:00 pm.
4—Person scramble with scattered tee sights.
Cost is $60 per person which includes 18 holes of
golf, cart and food.
Door prizes will be given out.
Food will be available.
All players must be a member of the Legion Family.
Please send $60 Registration by June 13, 2014 to:

NDAL Golf, PO Box 5057, West Fargo, ND 58078

Have You Paid
Your
2014
Membership
Dues?
ADVANCE BANQUET TICKET ORDER

2014 Department Convention Banquet
Saturday, June 28 – Grand Ballroom at the Minot Grand Hotel
Social 6:00 pm -Dinner 7:00 pm
Please reserve ______ tickets in the name of ______________________________
Payment enclosed $25.00 x _____ Tickets =______________
Send to:

American Legion
Department of North Dakota
PO Box 5057
West Fargo, ND 58078

Note: Preordered tickets must be received by June 20th at the Department office in order to guarantee your ticket.
Preordered tickets will be held at the registration desk. Additional tickets may be purchased at the convention registration
desk but MUST be purchased before noon on Saturday, June 28.
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Bismarck - Post #1
Bender, Delton........................................03/04/2014
Daniel, William......................................02/12/2014
Glasser, Frank.........................................02/10/2014
Hendrickson, R.......................................04/02/2014
Henke, Warren........................................03/17/2014
Nayes, Leroy..........................................03/23/2014
Person, Walton........................................05/02/2014
Rauschenberger, Gil...............................02/14/2014
Senger, Philip.........................................02/14/2014
Fargo – Post #2
Beaton, Wallace......................................03/13/2014
Kjelvik, Harold......................................not reported
Kuehl, Gerald.........................................10/30/2012
Maixner, George.....................................07/16/2013
Rilling, John...........................................03/06/2011
Soukup, Alvin.........................................10/30/2013
Stangler, Gerald......................................12/03/2009
Stockton, Donald....................................11/15/2009
Zimmerman, Kent..................................10/27/2011
Dickinson – Post #3
Sandvick, Olaf.......................................not reported
Hillsboro – Post #4
Fankhanel, Julian.........................................04/2014
Beach – Post #5
Brengle, Donald.....................................03/20/2014
Tisor, Lester............................................03/17/2014
Grand Forks – Post #6
Berg, Merland.........................................03/25/2014
Garceau, Huber.......................................04/07/2014
Jacobson, Elvin.......................................08/18/2013
Knoop, Walter.......................................not reported
Rood, James...........................................02/13/2014
Lisbon – Post #7
Thomte, Gerald......................................not reported
Mayville – Post #8
Leum, Harry..........................................not reported
Tunseth, Wayne.....................................not reported
Jamestown – Post #14
Everson, Wallace....................................03/08/2014
Fode, Melvin..........................................01/21/2013
Snell, John..............................................10/07/2009
Wojick, Bernie .......................................03/20/2014
Sykeston – Post #17
Mittleider, Edmund................................03/28/2014
Wahpeton – Post #20
Pavek, Lawrence....................................03/04/2014
Rugby – Post #23
Geotz, Anton................................................02/2014
Minot – Post #26
Klug, Jennings........................................05/08/2014
Kraft, Joe................................................03/01/2014
Nilson, Michael......................................03/08/2014
Pozarnsky, Daniel...................................02/22/2014
Swanson, Don.........................................02/05/2014
New Rockford – Post #30
McLeod, Wallace....................................04/27/2014
Oakes – Post #36
Christenson, Ronald...............................04/05/2014
Coon, Gerald..........................................03/30/2014
Schmitz, Earl..........................................01/25/2014
Webster, Walter.......................................02/01/2014
Williston – Post #37
Edenloff, Dayton....................................02/28/2014
Greene, Allen..........................................03/24/2014
McKenzie, Denley..................................04/05/2014
Sortland, James.......................................02/11/2014
Vig, Phalen.............................................01/11/2014
Wehrman, Clarence................................01/03/2014
Velva – Post #39
Miller, Virgil..........................................not reported
Mandan – Post #40
Holzer, Mike..........................................not reported
Grafton – Post #41
Coulthart, Glen.......................................04/09/2014
Dvorak, Bennie.......................................03/24/2014
Ebert, Lynn.............................................02/11/2014
Pinta, Ray...............................................04/13/2014

Bottineau – Post #42
Bigwood, Archie.....................................not reported
Kornkven, Kermeth.................................not reported
Bowman – Post #48
Martinson, Larry......................................02/25/2014
Meschke, Mainard....................................02/26/2014
Pearson, Howard......................................04/23/2014
Oien, J.E...................................................04/25/2014
Garrison – Post #49
Nelson, Leonard.......................................04/16/2014
Reeder – Post #51
Schrammen, Leo.....................................not reported
Goodrich – Post #56
Gesellchen, Harold..................................not reported
Valley City – Post #60
Anderson, Lyle.........................................03/23/2014
Fercho, Willie...........................................04/22/2014
Hannig, Harry..........................................03/17/2014
Weis, Franklin..........................................03/01/2014
Flasher – Post #69
Port, Donald.............................................04/17/2014
Crosby – Post #75
Benson, Orval..........................................03/04/2014
Stanton – Post #78
Elliott, Glenn............................................04/08/2014
Cando – Post #79
Rader, Charles..........................................05/02/2014
Lidgerwood – Post #84
Gilles, Michael.........................................03/25/2014
Jelinek, Leonard.......................................03/30/2014
Stroehl, Charles........................................02/14/2014
Wishek – Post #87
Deyle, Emanuel........................................03/12/2014
Gall, John.................................................03/29/2014
Center – Post #90
Henderscheid, Bud...................................03/13/2014
Perschke, Robert......................................03/24/2014
Northwood – Post #92
Thingelstad, Wallace................................04/06/2014
Alexander – Post #94
Robinson, Stanley...................................not reported
Larimore – Post #97
Bornsen, Elmer........................................01/30/2014
Drengson, John........................................03/25/2014
Hofer, Joseph...........................................10/10/2013
Pietron, Valoise........................................02/17/2014
Shide, Robert............................................03/26/2014
Langdon – Post #98
Keaveny, John.........................................not reported
Metzger, Emeric.......................................02/01/2014
Crystal – Post #107
Misialek, James.......................................not reported
Wildrose – Post #110
Flaten, Glenn...........................................not reported
Gjesvold, Wallace....................................03/27/2014
Binford – Post #111
Stockeland, Thomas.................................03/23/2014
Gilby – Post #118
Kilmartin, James.....................................not reported
Turtle Lake – Post # 133
Braun, W..................................................03/28/2014
Stanley – Post #134
Haugen, Lowell.......................................not reported
Larson, LeRoy.........................................not reported
Mahlum, Ellsworth.................................not reported
Strasser, Harold.......................................not reported
Belfield – Post #144
Decker, Peter............................................02/08/2014
Godes, Reinhard.......................................02/16/2014
Gregory, Marvin.......................................03/22/2014
Molm, John..............................................04/22/2014
Park River – Post #147
Anderson, Harold.....................................04/16/2014
Page – Post #154
Erickson, Lawrence..................................03/17/2014
Granville – Post #155
Koble, Peter..............................................02/07/2014

Edinburg – Post #156
Eisenmann, Bert.......................................02/25/2014
Lankin – Post #157
Bosh, Herman..........................................03/29/2014
Drayton – Post #159
Halcrow, Douglas.....................................02/10/2014
Klemisch, David......................................02/18/2014
Walcott – Post #166
Lynnes, Lawrence....................................04/08/2014
Buxton – Post #172
Seablom, Vernon.....................................not reported
Richardton – Post #180
Hauck, Paul..............................................04/26/2014
Melchoir, Frank........................................03/21/2014
Paulson, Russell.......................................02/27/2014
Thompson – Post #181
Barner, Jimmy..........................................02/13/2014
Machovsky, Larry....................................03/22/2014
Dunseith – Post #185
Landsverk, Bruce....................................not reported
Edmore – Post #193
Melland, Roger........................................02/17/2014
Minto – Post #201
Miller, John..............................................03/22/2014
Narlock, Ervin..........................................05/02/2014
Pisek – Post #208
Sommer, James........................................03/30/2014
Galesburg – Post #210
Martin Allan.............................................03/12/2014
Dawson – Post #231
Kleppe, Russell........................................04/29/2014
Rolla – Post #235
Bouscher, William...................................not reported
Adams – Post #237
Mahnke, Harold.......................................07/15/2103
Neche – Post #242
Stark, Rienhold.......................................not reported
Peterburg – Post #247
Krueger, Elmer........................................not reported
Miles, James............................................not reported
White Shield – Post #253
White Bear, Myron.................................not reported
Belcourt – Post #262
Houle, Earl..............................................not reported
York – Post #268
Britsch, Jerome.......................................not reported
Foss, Lennis............................................not reported
Johnson, Gary.........................................not reported
Butte – Post #270
Sandhofner, Raymond..............................04/17/2014
Sarles – Post #276
Eng, Ronald.............................................not reported
Gunn, Richard.........................................not reported
Glenburn – Post #280
Erber, Arnold............................................02/18/2014
Post #500
Cummings, Rick......................................02/08/2014
Gereszek, Donald.....................................02/24/2014
Goehring, Calvin......................................04/26/2013
Larson, John.............................................01/29/2012

3020 Energy Drive  Dickinson, ND 58601  (800) 932-8740

 Full Service Steel Center
 Grade 5 & 8 Fasteners
 Milwaukee Power Tools
 Tie Down Chains
 Tow Ropes/Cables
 Grinding Wheels
 Pipe Fittings
 Drill Bits...and More!
®







Sand/Gravel
Decorative Rock
Landscaping Gravel
Contract Crushing
General Highway
Construction

www.fisherind.com
e-mail: sales@fisherind.com
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District Reports
Fellow Legionnaires,
As we move into May (spring-finally),
I hope your Post is vibrant and continually
working on membership. As of May 16, 2014,
First District was 86.3% of goal. I hope all of us
are working hard to find new members as well as
renewing current members!
Another reminder, as of today there are
about a third of District 1 Posts that have not
forwarded their Consolidated Post Reports
(CPR). It is extremely important that all Posts
Bill Marcks
complete this mandatory report. We all need to
stand up and be counted and it is not a time to sit back and relax. As one
of the more powerful organizations supporting our veterans, we need to
be heard, we must stand up for what we believe in and don’t be afraid
to speak out! Don’t let our Federal or State Officials waiver or forget
promises made to our veterans!
I hope to see many of you at the Department Convention on June
27-19 in Minot as we renew old friendships and help craft a 2014-2015
North Dakota American Legion Program that is stronger than ever.
Bill Marcks
1st District Commander
Greetings from District 2,
The District 2 Spring District Meeting was
held in Cavalier on April 10. Vice Commander
Francis Lovcik of Pisek was elected to become
District 2 Commander and Gary Helland of
Pembina was elected for Vice Commander.
The Department Convention in Minot
is rapidly approaching and deadlines for
Consolidated Post Reports and Membership
target dates are also near. As of May 9, the 2nd
District was 99.36% of our goal on membership.
Gordy Peterson
Only 15 more renewals or new members are
needed to hit our 100% goal. Out of the 33 posts, there are 6 remaining
that have not sent in their Consolidated Post Reports. I have spoken with
all of you so please get them filled out and sent into Teri Bryant at the
Department Headquarters in West Fargo.
Thank you all for the good job you have done in volunteering your
services to make The American Legion such a great organization and
also for your service to the United States of America.
Gordy Peterson
2nd District Commander

Greetings fellow Legionnaires and
Auxiliary, it is hoped all is well on your end.
The 5th District held it’s Spring District
Meeting at the Wilton Memorial Hall April
23rd. We had 56 Legionnaires and 28 Auxiliary,
not including the traveling party and invited
guests. The Auxiliary prepared a meal of roast
pork which was delicious and very well received
by all. Bruce Sailer of Washburn Post 12 was
Fred Schauer
elected Commander Elect of the Fifth District
and Arnie Havelka Post 1 volunteered to serve as his 5th District Vice
Commander.
The American Legion is the voice that speaks to Congress and the
President regarding veteran affairs dear to the heart of all who served.
If not for veterans making themselves known via a unified front, who
else will stand up for us? I know most everyone gets that “deer in the
headlight” look when we discuss membership but I’ve learned over the
years, well informed American Legion members vote. And when you get
a large group of well informed, organized members voting, then the people
we are voting for have a tendency to listen to that group. Attempting to
register young military men or women into the American Legion can
be a hard sell usually due to “no time to participate”. I tell our young
recruits (which in my case seems to be anyone under 45 years of age!!)
the American Legion, and our post in particular; is not near as interested
in their “participation” right now as we are in their membership. I attempt
to make these young members understand we need their membership in
order to grow our advocacy group and fight for veterans benefits we were
promised would be there when we needed them. If at some future point
in their lives they wish to participate in post events, well; more power to
them but we do not require it in order to be part of our post.
Kudos go out to Fredonia, Garrison, Turtle Lake, Washburn, Wilton
and Wishek for meeting or exceeding their membership goals. The rest
of 5th District is very close to 100%. Let’s see if we can make 100%
membership happen in 2014 and beyond. Also, get those Consolidated
Post Reports in ASAP so they can be combined with National and show
a united front to those we need to approach regarding Veterans Affairs.
Take care and may God continue to Bless America!!
Fred Schauer
5th District Commander

ND American Legion
405 W Main Ave Suite 4A
West Fargo, ND 58078

701-293-3120

The spring district meeting was held in
Rolla, ND, and I would like to thank my Vice
Commander Patrick Hemmy for stepping in for
me in my absence. It was an excellent meeting
and the district was able to fill the incoming
2014-2015 Vice Commander position. Lancelot
Azure has stepped up to assist Patrick next year
and I am confident they will be a great team.
Membership is always on our minds and our
District 3 needs to track down a few of our
Richard Marcellais remaining members to reach this year’s goals.
Let’s get this completed.
On another track, I am working on a Legislative Veteran Caucus.
It is a plan to connect and establish collaboration amongst the ND
Legislative Representatives that are Veterans. This is an important step
for us to become a cohesive group during the session. A newsletter is
being established; if you are interested in receiving the correspondence
please contact me.
It looks like we are moving in the right direction and we all need
to be pulling together. I hope everyone in the state and our district had a
very enjoyable Memorial Day weekend.
Richard Marcellais
3rd District Commander
A big “Thank You” to all of the hard work
from District 4! I am proud to have been your
leader for the year and am looking forward to
the awesome things that Commander Lipetzky
will do! District 4 had many posts that achieved
awards and put forth effort to attain them. I
am happy to see the dedicated veterans that
are involved with the North Dakota American
Legion. Thanks to the Kensal post for their
hospitality for the spring meeting and thanks
Michelle Entzminger
to Commander Kachena for his support and
assistance. Please take the time to always honor all Veterans, male as
well as female, especially this and every upcoming holiday including
Memorial Day and the 4th of July.
Michelle Entzminger
4th District Commander

Have You Paid Your 2014
Membership Dues?
Greetings from District 6,
Hope you all are enjoying the few nice
days we have had so far. This is just a quick
recap of the past few months from District 6.
The Spring District meeting was held in
Granville and was well attended. As many of
you may know, we lost our District Oratorical
Chair and we are looking for a new one, so if
Heather Thompson anyone is interested, please let me know. Elected
to the office of District Commander is Phil Meyer and District Vice
Commander is Millo Wallace. They will do a great job.
I hope everyone is working hard on their Consolidated Post Report
and getting them turned in on a timely manner.
Also remember to be looking for new members and don’t always
assume that it’s just “the men” you are looking for. Be opened minded
towards the younger members as well, for they will be bringing a wealth
of their own to your posts.
As I reflect back on the last two years as District Commander, I
would like to say that I have met some wonderful people and have
had a wonderful time.  I am looking forward to seeing you at the State
Convention.
Heather Thompson
6th District Commander

On April 27, 2014, District 7 had their
Spring District Meeting. We had great weather
and were expecting quite a few attendees;
however, we had competition from the band
“Chicago” that was performing in Bismarck that
same night. Those of us that attended enjoyed a
fine meal and good fellowship.
The business of the night moved right
along as Commander Kachena limited all
speeches, even his, to five minutes. Highlights
of the meeting were the confirmation of Ken
Foss of Hazen Post 189 as the new District 7
DJ Meberg
Commander to take office at the Department
Convention at Minot in June. Tanner Rafteseth was introduced to the
group as a veteran of Afghanistan. He is the newest member of Elgin
Post 246, and is attending UND-Williston while serving in the combat
engineering unit based in Williston. It was good to see a young face in
the crowd!
We are getting close to convention time, so that means that
Consolidated Post Reports are due; probably overdue by the time this
comes out. If you need help with it, contact Ken Foss or myself. I can
be reached at 3950 75th Ave, Hebron, 58638, or by e-mail at djmeberg1@
gmail.com, or by calling 701-388-6407. Ken and I will be glad to help.
I have enjoyed my time as your District Commander and look forward to
seeing you all in the future.
DJ Meberg
7th District Commander
Our District 8 spring meeting went well,
although it was not without surprises. First
of all, I ended up being elected to another
term as commander for the 8th District. Jim
Flournoy resigned as vice-commander to take
employment in another state. Alan Fehr was
elected as incoming vice-commander and will
be commander in 2015-16. I hope to do a good
job as commander in the coming year.
Now, the rest of the story. After the
David Twist
meeting in Beach, we took the district 8 flag
down and packed it into its container and I took it out and put it in the
pickup out on the street. I then went back into the legion club until we
were ready to go. When we got to Manning I got out and got in my own
vehicle and made my way home. The next day I called my ride and told
him to keep the flag for me or put it in our club until I could pick it up.
Well, the next time I saw Garry he said he never saw the flag and it was
not in his pickup the next day. Well, what may have happened is that I
may have loaded it into the wrong vehicle in Beach. I think there were
two pickups out on the street and I may have loaded the flag in the wrong
one. An all-out search is on. Hopefully whoever has the flag will call us
and get it back to us. Here again you cannot make this stuff up.
Our membership numbers in District 8 are slowly gaining ground.
Keep working hard we should be able to get a few more people to join or
renew and possibly get close to our goal.
Consolidated Post reports are also due now. Please take the time to
get them in soon, they are very important for our lobbying efforts both
in the state and national arenas. Don’t forget to give yourselves credit for
community service that your members take part in. That will really help
make your report stronger.
Memorial Day is coming up fast. I think all of our posts honor our
fallen soldiers by a service at the post or flags at the cemetery or both.
Hopefully all goes well in this effort and every post is able to keep up this
important part of our mission.
Make plans now to attend the state convention in Minot this summer.
Why Not spend the weekend in Minot.
David Twist
8th District Commander
The spring district meeting was held in New
Town, ND, and I would like to thank my district
for coming out to a good meeting. Thank you to
the New Town Post for serving us such a great
dinner that evening. It was an excellent meeting
with considerable discussion on Legion issues.
We are very fortunate to have a Legionnaire step
forward to take up the position as our 2014-2015
Vice Commander. Glenn Wahus of Watford City
Cameron Arnegard Post #29 has stepped up to assist Mike Weyrauch
of Ray, ND of Post #9, they will make a very good
team. Membership is always on our minds and our 9th District needs to
track down our remaining members to reach this year’s goals. We are
all busy, but our district is receiving more veterans working in the oil
industry. We need to find a way to reach out to these veterans and get
them enrolled in the VA system and into our districts legions.
We are all busy, and we are moving in the right direction, we
as a district need to be pulling together. I hope everyone had a very
enjoyable Memorial Day weekend. See as many of you as possible at the
Department Convention in Minot
Cameron Arnegard
9th District Commander
Greeting From the Tenth District,
We had a great meeting in Gwinner, ND. There
was a lot of information given out. We are
getting close to the end of our year and there is
still a lot of work to be done. Let’s get those
memberships in and the Consolidated Post
Reports as well.
During our meeting, I had the Cogswell
Post come to talk to the Legion and Auxiliary
Dave Witkowski members on what we want to do in Sargent
County, and other post in the counties, with the
Service Dogs of America from Jud, ND. We are going to sponsor a dog
which will cost $20,000 and then that dog will go out to a veteran with
problems.
So let’s keep up with all the good work that everyone is doing for
ours veterans. May God bless everyone in what they are doing for our
veterans.
Dave Witkowski
10th District Commander
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Flags for First Graders

The Cass County 40 & 8 Voiture 240 conducted
their Flags for 1st Graders program in February 2014.
Voyagers visited 31 elementary schools and handed
out flags to 2,026 1st Graders. They spent about 10-15
minutes telling the first graders about how our flag came
about and how it progressed to the current symbol of our
country. 40 & 8’ers explain what the colors represent,
discuss the many freedoms we enjoy and those we should
thank for establishing and maintaining those freedoms. A
special thank you was given the teachers for mentoring
and educating our nation’s youth. The presentation
is concluded by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and
presenting each first grader with a flag and 40 & 8 brochure
about the flag and its care. The Flags we handed out were
provided by the Fargo AMVETS Post 7.
The Flags for 1st Graders is a major program of the
40&8. We believe the 40 & 8 Flags for First Graders
program helps promote patriotism to our Nation’s Youth.
Pictured above (from left to right) are Voyagers: Larry
Lein, Dave Rice, Jerry Doyea, Bob Krause, Bob Lechner
and Bob Jacobson.
Dave Rice, Flags for 1st Graders Coordinator

Henry Biffert Post 100

The Henry Biffert Post 100 and Post Commander
Bruce Jaeger, Hebron, ND, met Monday evening, March
3, 2014, at the Hebron Community Center to celebrate
the 95th birthday of the American Legion and the 94th
birthday of the Legion Auxiliary.
During the evening long-time Legion member,
Norbert Kinnischtzke, was awarded a 55-year certificate
for continuous service and membership.
Special guests at the meeting, including a
potluck meal, were Department Commander Eugene
Kachena and wife Barbara Ann and Department Executive
Committee Member Ted Becker and wife Orlette Kilen,
Western Region Vice Commander.

Sister Swears in Sister

On December 13, 2013, Kali LettenmaierLaack was sworn into the Officer Corps by her Sister,
Nicolette Daschendorf at Maxwell Air Force Base, AL.
Both are daughters of Kent and Connie Lettenmaier
and grandaughters of Calvin and Ilah Mae Lettenmaier of
Sanborn. Calvin is Post Adjutant of the Eckelson-Sanborn
American Legion Post #202. 2nd Lieutenant Lettenmaier
is a member of the North Dakota Air National Guard and is
currently attending military intelligence school in Texas and
CPT Daschendorf works fulltime for the North Dakota
Army National Guard as a mobilization planner. Both
are members of the Sanborn-Eckelson American Legion.

North Dakota Legion News

Service Dogs of
America

by Lorraine Jacobson,
Sargent Country Teller
The American Legion
Post #38 of Cogswell, had
a presentation by Shelley
Nannenga, development
director for Service Dogs
of America, from Jud,
ND. The organization is
moving toward a new path
of training service dogs
for veterans with posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD).
Dallas,
a
two
deployment
service
veteran with PTSD, was
speaker for the evening
and Hayden, his service
dog, was right by his side. Photo by Lorraine Jacobson
Dallas spent time at the VA
hospital in St. Cloud and after treatment it was suggested
he work with a service dog. That was when Dallas met
Hayden and he spoke on how the dog has helped him.
The dog is trained to recognize when Dallas has anxiety
attacks and wakes Dallas when he has nightmares.
Dallas was offered a job with Service Dogs of
America. The only job requirement was that he could
work with veterans. He said, “I know where I was a year
ago and I don’t want anybody to be there. If you are
that low and that sick, you don’t have to be there alone.
We not only train dogs for people who can’t see, but for
people who have seen too much”. Dallas has found his
life’s passion.
After the fundraising presentation, the Cogswell
Post donated $10,000 to help purchase a service dog for
a ND veteran. There are also plans in progress with other
veterans’ organizations to hold a county-wide fundraiser
this summer to raise $20,000 to purchase a service dog for
a ND veteran.

40th Anniversary of

Membership

On Saturday March 8th Past Department Commander
Carroll Quam presented Lester Mutschelknaus and Past
Department Commander Dave Rice presented Don
Herrly with certificates to mark the occasion of their 40th
anniversary of membership in The American Legion. Both
have been members of Henry Biffart Post 100 – Hebron,
ND for all forty years. Lester has served the Department
of ND as Finance Officer and Don has served the
Department of North Dakota as Department Commander.
Lester is currently a rehabilitation patient at the Fargo VA
hospital so Don ( I ) drove up from Watertown, SD and
we all met at Fargo’s West Acres Shopping Center for the
presentation.
Lester and I would very much like to thank Carroll
Quam and Dave Rice for taking time to present these
certificates from Post 100 and The American Legion. We
added it up and between the 4 people in the picture we had
168 years of membership represented.
By the way, since Lester did not have a Legion hat
with him at the hospital, I happened to have an old one
that Past Department Commander Gus Draeb gave to me
as a spare, so Gus if you look close, Lester is wearing your
old hat.

