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Now begins the exciting time of discovering who will be part of the 2017 North Dakota American Legion Auxiliary
Girls State, held June 11-16 at UND. This letter contains a lot of information! Read on for recruiting ideas you can
use, updates on marketing efforts by the department, information on what’s new this year, and much more.

Unit RecruitmentIdeas
Recruiting attendees to Girls State is a large group effort. What works for one unit and school one year doesn’t
necessarily work for another unit, or sometimes even work the next year for the same unit. Don’t give up; keep
trying! Here are a few ideas you may wish to try:
0
Set up a booth/table at parent teacher conferences, high school sporting event, and/or a music concert. Have
copies of the registration and medical/physical forms available, as well as Girls State brochures. Decorate the
table with Girls State posters.
0
Write letters to junior girls and/or their parents. Due to privacy reasons you likely cannot get the names and
addresses of the girls. Instead, ask the school how they may be willing to work with you. For example, one
unit makes enough copies of their letter for each junior girl, and the school distributes them. Another school
is willing to make copies of the letters for distribution.
0
Give a presentation to the junior girls. Here are some tips:
0 Ask the school/counselor/govemmentteacher if a presentation may be given to all junior girls, or to a
speciﬁc class (often government).
0 Ideally, ask a recent Girls State participant to give the presentation. Potential attendees typically
listen more carefully to their peers. Once the presentation is over, ﬁll in a few gaps that the presenter
may have missed in her description.
0 Gather the interested attendee’s information, including parent/guardian’s contact information. Touch
base with her or her parents after a few days to see if she has any questions, and to ask when you
might pick up the completed registration form from her.
0 Ask last year’s citizens, any high school students you know, teachers, clergy, and/or business leaders in the
community to suggest names of potential attendees.
0 Put up a ﬂyer or leave brochures at a local café.
0
Put an announcement in a church bulletin or ask an Auxiliary member to give a brief presentation at a church
serv1ce.
It’s really nice when we can promote both Boys and Girls State at the same time. If possible, share Boys State
information any time you promote and recruit for Girls State. If you are recruiting earlier in the year, perhaps you
wish to also include Oratorical Contest information.

Forms & Recruitment Resources
0
0

0

This mailing includes the latest registration form and medical/physical form. Please use these new forms as
the registration deadline and return address are different from previous years.
Two brochures are included with this mailing. Additional brochures may be downloaded and printed by
going to the Girls State website: ndgirlstate.org
A poster is available for download on the website. It is full colored and prints on legal sized paper.
In the near future sample PowerPoint slides and a recruitment video will be posted to the website. These
items may be used during presentations.
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Other Marketing Eﬁ‘orts
0

We are trying to coordinate school Visits by the 2016 Boys and Girls State governors. At the time

of this letter

we do not have set dates or locations for the school visits. When the visits are scheduled will let you know
about them so we can best coordinate group efforts.
We are also going to send an email blast to last year’s citizens encouraging them to arrange a presentation in
their schools to potential attendees.
We hope to Visit a few high school leadership conferences during the spring months.
A twitter contest is underway, with another in the plans. Tweet #WhyILoveGS. The video with the most
favorites/retweets will win Girls State Gear. Contest ends February 15th.
I

0
0
0

Selecting Attendees & Sponsoring Them
It makes us sad and frustrated when we hear about a girl who wanted to attend Girls State but a unit turned her down.
The only requirement to attend is that a girl must have completed theirjunior year of high school (public, private, or
home schooling). Girls can be attending high school in North Dakota through the International Exchange Program.
Girls DO NOT have to be a junior member of the ND ALA; however, if a girl is a junior member of the ALA and
attends school out of state, she may attend North Dakota Girls State. ND Girls State Inc. does not discriminate for
any reason, including race, religion, or parental status. Please address all questions to the NDGS board for
clariﬁcation.
With extremely few exceptions, if a girl wants to attend Girls State, then we want her there! If your unit doesn’t
have enough funds or doesn’t wish to send a speciﬁc girl, you don’t have to send her. But PLEASE please (did I say
please?) forward her contact information to me so we can help her get there.
You may send as many girls as your Unit would like. I understand with budgeting issues, many units have a difficult
time sending one girl, let alone more than one. Don’t let that stop you from getting the word out. Some units ask a

local business to help them sponsor a citizen. Maybe you have the opposite problem where you have funds but
cannot ﬁnd an attendee. Let me know if you have funds you wish to share with another unit.

Once you select a girl, continue following up with her right up to the time she leaves for Girls State. If for some
reason she doesn’t attend, we will let you know.
The registration fee is $225 if received by April 1, and $250 if received after April I. We will refund registrations up
to May 1. If someone cannot attend, you may send another girl in her place. After May lst refunds will only be
issued with a doctor’s note or other signiﬁcant documentation.
Registration Conﬁrmation and Information Sent to Attendees
Around April lst I will start sending out conﬁrmation of registrations to Girls State citizens. I will send them their
recommended packing list, dress code information, and rules. This information will also be posted on our website.
What’s New 201 7
We’re trying several new things for the 2017 session!
0

Civics Exam and School Credit Several years ago the ND Department of Public Instructions allowed us to
give students partial high school credit for attending Girls State. 2017 is the ﬁrst year we will offer the civics
exam to citizens, which students must pass in order to graduate from high school. We will send
2
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documentation for the credit and civics exam to schoolsin July.
Staff This year all staff positions (except Director) were ﬁlled through an application process. The Girls State
board selected staff from the applicants. At the time of this letter, we are still needing to ﬁll l to 3 more city
mom positions, and the Director of Ceremonies position.
Schedule Changes Several schedule changes were made for the next session. Notably, the ﬁrst lecture has
been moved to Monday instead of Sunday when citizens ﬁrst arrive. The Women in Government panel has

changed to a Town Hall format and will be held on Tuesday. Inauguration will be held immediately
following state—wide election results. Friday’s graduation ceremony will be streamlined so that it runs a
shorter amount of time and will begin at 10am.
Service Projects We will be doing even more service projects with the citizens this year. The projects are
still being ﬁnalized; please look for a Message article or more information at District meetings on what those
projects will be and how you may be able to help.
Registration Deadline The $225 early—bird registration deadline is April 1. This deadline is two weeks
earlier than previous years and will greatly help us prepare for the session. If you get registrations after
April 1 please still continue send them to us at the $250 rate. If it’s June 10th and someone tells you they
suddenly wish to attend, call us. We’ll make it work.

Scholarship Information
As in previous years, eligible Girls State attendees may apply for the Samsung Scholarship. This scholarship has a
lengthy application and it must be completed online. We would like citizens to bring a paper printout of their online
submission with them. They absolutely must complete this application online. A link will be given to them after we
receive their registration. A link to the application is also on the registration forms.
There is a UND scholarship available for citizens. Traditionally this scholarship application is available upon arrival.
l am hoping to make it available to them sooner. If this happens I’ll provide the information to the citizens in their
registration conﬁrmation letter.

Corporate Sponsors
We are looking for units or businesses to be “corporate sponsors”

of Girls State. Perhaps a donation can offset the

expense of the bags we give citizens, or their party day shirt, or perhaps the cost of the Governing North Dakota
textbook. If you know someone who may wish to donate funds to Girls State, please let me know so we can reach

out to them.

Connect with Girls State
Hopefully by the time this letter reaches you the updates to the Girls State website will be complete. The new
website will be mobile friendly, something our Girls State citizens have repeatedly asked for.
In addition to our previous voices with Facebook and Twitter, Girls State now has an Instagram account (used to
share photos— an online photo album), and Snapchat (used to share pictures that can only be viewed once within a
limited time).

If you have any questions, please email ndgirlssatedbgmailcom or call 701—314—2460.
Thank you for your shared passion of Girls State!
Sincerely,
Catherine (Cat) Olson
Director of North Dakota ALA Girls State

