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by Marvin Baker in the Kenmare News
There’s a long list of patriotic projects Mary 

Ann Michel is involved in, from visiting veterans to 
decorating her home with a patriotic theme.  But Michel 
doesn’t consider them as burdens in the least. In fact, 
this Donnybrook woman is ready for the next task that 
involves patriotism.  Maybe that’s why a committee from 
North Dakota American Legion Auxiliary chose Michel as 
Woman of the Year for 2015-2016. She is a member of 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 195 in Donnybrook and 
presently serves as its membership chair. “I think it’s our 
job to pass on patriotism,” Michel said. “And patriotism 
goes way back in my family.” 

Her father was in World War II and her mother had 
four brothers who served in World War II. She said back 
then, the camaraderie was more obvious than it is today, as 
she feels it is slipping away. “We’re a nation that forgets,” 
Michel said. “That’s why our little post does poppy posters, 
pennies for veterans, Boys State, Girls State, and music 
camp. We want to keep patriotism alive.” Legion Auxiliary 
6th District President and fellow Unit 195 member Marilyn 
Bott, said Michel is always willing to help. “She’s 
membership chair and just about every committee,” Bott 
said. “She’ll always volunteer.” Bott said it’s quite an 
honor for Michel to be selected for this statewide honor 
and for Unit 195 to have the Woman of the Year as a 
member. Michel does indeed have an impressive resume. 
As membership chair, she has taken the membership from 
64 to 89 members and is shooting for 100 to mark the 
100th anniversary of the American Legion in 2019. She 
personally calls all members to make sure their dues are 
paid and to help recruit new members.

Michel spearheads three blood drives each year, in 
February, June and October. She calls everyone on the 
donor list, as well as making cold calls requesting donors. 
The blood drive has had many as 40 units of blood in a 
six-hour span and Michel is there to help tear down and 
clean up. Every fall Michel is given $100 to buy school 
supplies that are donated to Kenmare Elementary School, 
Kenmare High School, and Berthold Public School. This 
year Kenmare used the supplies in its backpack program 
for the needy children. Michel often visits veterans who are 
ill or shut in. If they need a ride to an appointment or just to 
go to town, she is always ready to help, Bott said.

On Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day, Michel helps set 
up and decorate for the programs, as well as participating 
in them. She also does cooking and baking for those 
holidays. Michel has a hand in teacher appreciations 
baskets that are packed after Veterans Day and delivered 
to the two Kenmare schools. She helps her husband Danny 
place more than a dozen flags on poles around Donnybrook 
for special occasions and helps take them down and secure 
them.

Last year, the unit entered a float in the North Dakota 
State Fair parade. Michel helped decorate the float and 
was dressed as Uncle Sam and rode the float holding the 
American flag. She also shops for veterans who are at the 
VA hospital in Fargo. She tells an amusing story about 
purchasing $100 worth of deodorant. When the store 

cashier questioned why she was purchasing so much 
deodorant, she said, “It’s going to be a hot summer.”

Michel is also working hard to get new members, 
younger members, into the unit. It already has 27 junior 
members, however, she would like to see that increase and 
get some of the younger members actively involved in the 
unit. She is proud to say that she has a niece, who lives 
in Dickinson, who has told her “it’s not Memorial Day if 
you don’t go to Donnybrook.” She is hoping other young 
people begin to feel the same way about Unit 195. Bott 
said that she would a difficult time trying to do her job as 
president without Michel’s help and enthusiasm. “I don’t 
know, I just do things,” Michel said. “I have the utmost 
respect for veterans, so I just do things.” 

Michel has been a member of Unit 195 for more than 47 
years and her husband currently serves as the commander 
of American Legion Post 195 in Donnybrook. Michel 
will be honored for her efforts during the North Dakota 
Department Convention at the Alerus Center in Grand 
Forks June 28-30. In addition, she has been invited to the 
national convention in Baltimore the end of August and be 
recognized on a national stage. Michel admits she does all 
these things to advance patriotism in the community and 
the United States. She said it wasn’t long after Sept. 11, 
2001 that people in the general public began to forget what 
happened, even though the United States spent 12 years in 
Afghanistan and is now sending troops back into Iraq.

Locally, however, she said patriotism is blossoming in 
the communities that Unit 195 serves. Michel says she and 
others in the Auxiliary are getting a little help though, from 
public service announcements about veterans that are aired 
over-the-air TV stations. Otherwise, according to Michel, 
countless others are involved in much the same thing she 
is doing, perhaps even on a larger scale. She said she was 
very humbly surprised when she was announced Woman 
of the Year. She said the award, and nominating local 
members was brought up at a January meeting but faded 
away, or so she thought. Michel was late for a couple of 
meetings and the membership must have slipped her name 
into nomination in her absence, she said. “I’m not the only 
one who does it,” she said. “I don’t want to take away from 
the others. It’s a team effort.”

Mary Ann Michel is ND American Legion 
Auxiliary Woman of the Year 

Dear Auxiliary Family,
We will perhaps be back 

from National Convention in 
Baltimore before this message 
gets to you. Hopefully you all 
received your 2015-2016 Plan 
of Action and our message from 
National Secretary “Dubbie” 
Buckler. She reminded us of our 95 years of building 
our outreach programs that advocate for and support our 
veterans. We have volunteered an annual impact of good, 
worth over $2 billion. It tells us that we are not sitting idle. 
We are concerned with the drop in membership nation wide. 
We wonder about an America without Legion Baseball. 
What if Girls State and Boys State were to disappear? What 
if this speedy autobahn we are on was to take it all away? 
What if our very way of life was taken from us? It reminds 
us that everything we do as members is because we so love 
our freedoms and the men and women who gave them to 
us.

The idea is to build brand loyalty not only for our 
organization, but for America. We are in some ways the 
last bastion of patriotism in our communities. Whether we 
think of the “net” as good or bad, it is the way to our young 
people. We are hoping that our Strategic Plan of Action 
of attaining a million members is not wishful thinking. It 
requires that we recruit and retain the thousands of eligible 
members out there. Because of the internet we are more 
connected to ideas and programs that will help us attain our 
goals. There was a song at Girls State that went like this: 
“It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and soon all those 
around can warm up in its glowing....” Of course, the song 
is in reference to God’s love, but also to love our country 
and each other. Nothing ever happens in the world that does 
not happen first inside human hearts. And so the challenge 
for 2015-2016 is to continue doing what we have done so 
well for over 95 years. Advocate for our veterans and our 
service men and women by remembering to thank them at 
every opportunity. We know there are eligible members out 
there. Let’s sign them up and pay it forward.

Thank you for all that you do. Have an enjoyable fall.
God Bless the USA. 
Marlene Boyer
Department President

As we organize our meeting schedules, budgets, 
membership rosters and other tasks, let’s take a minute 
to remember why we signed up as Auxiliary members: to 
honor and serve America’s veterans, the military and their 
families. 

“We are here today because we love the American 
Legion Auxiliary, we believe in its mission, and we enjoy 
the camaraderie and fun it brings to our lives,” said 2014-
2015 National President Janet Jefford in her installation 
remarks at the 2014 National Convention in Charlotte. 
“Why wouldn’t you want to share that with others? Just 
ask people to join, tell them why it’s important, and tell 

them your stories.” 
The 2014-2019 Centennial Strategic Plan is critical to 

our future as an organization. The five goals are 5) With 
the American Legion, Raise Awareness to Build Brand 
Loyalty, 4) Strengthen Departments and Units, 3) Develop 
Leadership at All Levels, 2) Create an Internal Culture of 
Goodwill and when we achieve these four goals, we will 
reach Goal 1: 1) Attain a Million Members.

The theme for the 2015-2016 year is Keeping the 
Promise. This can mean many things for many people but 
we have to look to our communities and say what can I do 
for my community. 

Week 1
October 5 District 1 West Fargo
October 6 District 2  Minto
October 7 District 4 Jamestown
October 8  District 5 Linton
October 9 District 10 Hankinson

Week 2
October 19 District 6 Minot
October 20 District 9 Watford City
October 21 District 8 Richardton
October 22 District 7 Hebron
October 23 District 3 Rolette

2015 Fall District 
Meetings

Mary Ann Michel at Department Convention

ALA’s 2015-2016 Administrative Year is Off  
and Running!
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From the Secretary
It has been a whirlwind experience since taking office! 

Lots to do, starting with finding an office in Fargo, ND 
and getting everything from Grand Forks, ND and getting 
into an established work routine. I would like to thank 
everyone that has helped with everything so far and would 
like everyone to come see the new office at 1801 23rd Ave 
N, Fargo. Thank you so much to Cat for the nice work she 
did on getting everything on the computer.

With the move I also got 65 boxes of old records that 
my project for the year is to get as much of this information 
on a hard drive, this way we can work more efficiently as 
an organization. So if anyone has extra time and in the 
Fargo area I would like to have the help with scanning all 
of these documents.

I have noticed that this is the first year that we will 
be able to go to www.alaforveterans.org and pay for our 

dues online. I don’t know how 
many of you like to go on the 
computer and complete paying 
bills all at one time, I know that 
I do. To complete this go to the 
website, click on the Members 
only tab, and log in where it says 
to log in or sign up for your login 
access. After you are logged in it 
will prompt you to pay dues, click on this and then you are 
on your way to paying dues without the hassle of putting 
it in the mail.

Please contact me if you have any questions, comments 
or suggestions. The office mailing address, email, and 
office hours have all been included in the current Message.

Shirley Montgomery
Department Secretary

Greetings Ladies:
All of you know who I am as I have been District 

President for the past 6 years. Now I am proud to say I 
am Vice President of the N.D. Department of the ALA. I 
appreciate all of you for having faith in me to be an officer. 
I promise to serve Veterans, their families, and you to the 
best of my ability. Thank you for putting your trust in me.

We have a lot to do this 2015-2016 year. The main 
thing is membership. I have seen it to be necessary in the 
Units of District 1 and in my own Unit 2 in Fargo. We 
ALL need to work at finding younger members who are 
willing to help serve our Veterans. We need to talk about 
how our mission is to serve not self and let the younger 

people feel that it would be a 
wonderful organization to belong 
to and we are a great organization 
so do not be afraid to step out of 
your comfort zone and talk about 
us when you are out in the public. 
As said before “Toot your horns”.

Thanks again for your support 
of me and have a great year. 

God Bless
Mavis Goodroad
Department Vice President

The 2015 session of the North 
Dakota American Legion Auxiliary 
Girls State was a success! We 
received 123 applications and had 
117 attend. I am getting feedback 
from the girls via email or from unit 
members and the girls are reporting 
they had a blast. Many pieces have to 
come together to make things work. 

Kudos to the fabulous staff that created 
yet another wonderful year of ND ALA Girls State.  

Thank you to all units that sponsored girls this year.  
I’d like to give a shout out to the Fargo Unit with 10 girls, 
Harwood with 8, and Park River for 6.

Congratulations to all of our ALA Girls State 
participants that went above and beyond during the week. 
For those that may have not seen the election results, I would 
like to introduce the 2015 ND ALA Girls State Governor, 
Paige Holmes of Grand Forks AFB and 2015 ALA Girls 
Sate Lt. Governor Sierra Heitkamp of Wyndmere.

The 2015 ALA Girls Nation was held in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland at the 4-H Youth Convention Center. The 2015 
senators that represented North Dakota were Charley 
Planteen of West Fargo, and Elizabeth Erickson of Fargo. 
Congratulations to them both as they represented our state 
and organization in a manner that makes us proud. North 
Dakota was represented well for ALA Girls Nation staff. 
Former ALA GN Senator Haley Lund (Crosby ND) as 
junior counselor, Gigi Moore as senior counselor, and Dana 
Thoreson as PR Staff/Music Director.

Thank you to all for your support and encouragement 
as we work together to be successful!

Respectfully submitted,
Dana Thoreson

District 1
Hello ladies of District One.  

September is just around the corner, 
which means busy times ahead for 
all of you, your units/posts, and your 
communities.  It’s time once again to 
hold meetings, sponsor community 
events and be fully involved in post 
and unit activities.  

I encourage each of you to 
continue the work of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, including growing 
your unit and supporting your communities and our 
veterans and their families.  

Congratulations to our newly elected State and District 
Officers and a special congratulations and best wishes to 
one of our own, Mavis Goodroad, elected Department Vice 
President at convention in June.  Mavis comes to you as an 
experienced member of the Auxiliary and will continue to 
do a great job in her new post.

When Mavis asked me to serve as acting District One 
President I agreed because I know from experience that 
the ladies of the Auxiliary work hard and are supportive 
of their leaders.  I look forward to serving as your acting 
District President and thank each of you for your friendship 
and support.  

I’m asking each unit to encourage one of your members 
to consider stepping up to lead as President of District One.  
In the meantime, I’ll do my best to assist you in your efforts 
to support your units and members as they continue the 
tradition of the Auxiliary in supporting our communities 
and veterans.

Marcy J. Schmidt
Acting President, District One

2015 Girls State 
Governor

Paige Holmes

Paige Holmes

Every summer the Auxiliary takes Vet’s out for lunch 
2 times. This year they have gone to the super buffet. The 
Vet’s really like this and enjoy being out of the hospital and 
getting to eat something that is not a part of the hospital. 
This is also a time that they Vet’s get to know each other 
a little more. Thank you to Marie Butz for being in charge 
of this and for the staff at the VA Hospital that make it 
possible.

Oh, my goodness, I can’t believe how the past 
year has flown by. So many things has happened, 
among them new officers, including a new secretary 
and moving the office, always a big job. I’m still 
unhappy because I couldn’t attend convention, but 
I’ll just have to be a big girl and get over it. Once 
again, thank you, Legion family, for the flowers 
and the plants, and thank you Diane for all you 
did, what would I have done without you!  I also 
need to thank everyone for supporting my projects 
while I was president, I had no idea how well the 
crocheted poppy pins would sell, I made 940 of 
them and probably could have sold more and I sold 
over 2000 tickets on the quilt. The lucky winner of 
the quilt was Verna Bower from Minot, Joan Lee 
from Cayuga won the Flag wall hanging and Linda 
Juntenen from Perth got the poppy wall hanging.

I haven’t done much in my new job as NEC and 
National Security Chairman, I’m just biding my time 
until National Convention so I can, hopefully, write 
a decent plan of action. Until then, enjoy the rest of 
summer and all the wonderful garden produce God 
has blessed us with.
Arla Roth

Arla Bids Farewell
Veteran’s Taken Out 

For Meal
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“Their Sacrifice – Our 
Freedom!”  What a wonderful 
theme for President Marlene’s year.  
Your membership in the American 
Legion Auxiliary is a tribute to 
the sacrifices made by your love 
one/s.  Have you paid your dues 
for 2016?   If not, do it now.  They 
are due by December 31, 2015.  If 
not paid by the end of this year, you 
are delinquent and don’t qualify for 
ALA benefits.  Membership chairmen have your cards for 
2016. 

Please, all chairmen throw away any outdated forms 
and information.  Watch for deadlines.  Mid-Winter reports 
are due December 10th to the correct chairman.   

DeLight Fercho and I were at the McClusky Unit 
Annual Salad Luncheon, Aug. 12th.  Delicious variety 
of salads followed by a short meeting.  Certificates were 
presented to individuals for their letter writing and mailing 
Christmas cards for Friends of our Troop Campaign.  If you 
have Christmas cards you do not use, send to the McClusky 
unit.

I will continue ‘sharing time’ in my monthly letters.  
Send me a short note on unit activities to include.  I am 
looking forward to visiting the units I have not attended 
for either a meeting or a program.  I will be attending the 
National Convention in Baltimore, August 28th - September 
2nd.  I’m not available Aug. 24-Sept. 2. 

Our District 4 Vice President/Secretary Judith 
Williams recently had surgery for a brain tumor.  She will 
be going on a regiment of chemotherapy and radiation.   
Correspondence can be mailed to Judith at 114 Helen 
Street N.  #7, Streeter, ND 58483.  Please keep Judith in 
your prayers. 

Our Fall District meeting will be in Jamestown on 
Weds, October 7th.  I will be meeting with unit members to 
organize plans, early September.  Meeting will begin at 7 
pm, $4 registration fee. 

District 4 is responsible for President Marlene’s 
reception, at Winter Conference.  Each district is to donate 
$20.  $10 toward the reception and $10 toward her gift.  I 
have received this amount from District 1, 4, 6 & 7.  Those 
not listed, please send your $20 to me as soon as possible.   

“Their Sacrifice – Our Freedom.”
Elsie J. Goldsmith
District 4 President.
PO Box 248
Streeter, ND  58483

District 4 News for You

I am once again the chair of this great project. Thank 
you to all of you for everything you do each year.

The VA Medical Center is again wanting heart pillows. 
they have used all of those given to them the past year. 
Marlys Abol has some she is bringing, but if different units 
want to make more, that would be great. I can pick them 
up at the Mid Winter Conference. Bring anything you want 
for our Veterans to the conference as the homeless Veterans 
will need items. Scarfs, mittens, socks and hygiene products 
are much needed. Even bath towels as they seem to walk 
away sometimes.

The VA Medical Center diabetic education is in need 
of the small hard plastic pencil cases. They provide these 
to Veterans to store their testing supplies and insulin. Gift 
cards are another item that the VA Medical Center can use, 
that can be used anywhere.

Have a great year and you will hear from me again in 
the next message.

God Bless everyone and God Bless our country.
Mavis Goodroad
VA&R State Chairman

Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation

Are you ready to make member address and name 
changes, run Unit reports and enter new member 
information any time you wish? If yes, then ALAMIS 
access is for you! 

The cost is $10 per account per year. If interested, 
send the Department office your name, email address 
and $10.

Attention Membership 
Chairman

A very special thank you to the units that sent mid-year 
checklists or narrative reports and to the units that sent year-
end info for a total of 62 reports which is almost double last 
year’s reporting.  The Department History increased from 
20 pages to 26 pages.   

Though it will be additional work for me, I challenge 
more units to report this year!  Remember, you may repeat 
activities from year to year, but those activities are still 
history for the 2015-2016 year.  So, report, report, report. 

Historian mid-year checklists or narratives are due 
December 10 while year-end checklists or narratives are 
due April 15.  These are the same reporting dates for all 
programs to Department Chairmen.  Email Historian 
Checklists or narrative reports to historian@ndala.org or 
mail to Lynn Tomlinson, PO Box 1088, Rolla ND 58367. 

Hats off to Jamestown who followed the North 
Dakota Scrapbook History Guidelines submitting one at 
Department Convention.  This year will see the continued 
use of the North Dakota Scrapbook History Guidelines, not 
the history rules from National.  The guidelines accompany 
the Historian Plan of Work in the September mailing and 
will be available on the Department of North Dakota 
website, www.ndala.org under the Programs tab, then click 
on Historian. 

Please email or mail photos, newspaper articles, 
and other items from your unit for Department President 
Marlene’s scrapbook to me in a timely manner as I plan to 
compile the scrapbook month by month. 

Lynn Tomlinson 
Department of North Dakota Historian 
PO Box 1088, Rolla ND 58367 
historian@ndala.org 

Historian

Hello Auxiliary Members:  I am Diane Kraemer, your 
membership chairman, for the 2015-
2016 year.  I want to thank Marlene for 
asking me to serve as the chairman.  
I am looking forward to seeing you 
at the fall meetings.  I encourage all 
members to pay their dues as soon 
as possible.  Your unit goals, set 
by National Headquarters, will be 
sent out to each Unit President and 
to each Unit Membership Chairman 
in September.  If you still have the 
boxes to collect change at your unit meetings from last 
year, please use them again this year.  Also National and 
Department have waived the dues for female veterans for 
this year.  Please sign them up and mark application at the 
top with “Honor a Female Veteran. 

Diane Kraemer
Membership Chairman

Membership Chairman

“Why are you wearing that 
shirt?”  “What does that emblem stand 
for?”  “I like your poppy!”  Those are 
some of the questions and comments 
I have heard while traveling, and I am 
sure you have too.  I have given away 
my handmade poppy at an airport, at 
the capitol in DC, or explained why I 
am wearing that shirt because I am on 
my way to a convention of the largest 
women’s patriotic organization.  We 
support the veteran, the military and their families.  I am 
proud to be an American Legion Auxiliary member!

It is important that we make ourselves known—
some don’t know that we even exist.  Answer the curious 
ones—you may even get a new member.  When answering 
questions about the ALA, you will usually find that they 
are amazed at what we do for the veteran, the military and 
their families.  In my little community, a writer for our 
local newspaper asked me questions about my National 
Security Chairmanship last year and has written an article 
about that Program.   I am hoping to continue contributing 
to her articles about more of the ALA programs and make 
the community more aware of “who we are”.  We are more 
than women who distribute poppies, and more than women 
who attend Memorial Day Services wearing poppies.

This coming year, let’s wear that ALA shirt or sweater 
more often, let’s wear our name tags that tells others who 
we are and what we do, let’s wear that handmade poppy 
every chance we get, let’s blow our own horn by writing 
articles for our local newspaper to let them know what we 
do, let’s work harder at getting that brand (the ALA) out 
there.  

The Plan of Action Public Relations and all Programs 
will be coming out in the September mailing and will go to 
all units.  If you don’t get the mailing sent directly to you, 
please ask your President to share it with you or contact the 
Department Secretary and she will put you on her mailing 
list.  You may contact her at secretary@ndala.org or go to 
ndala.org for other information.

Marlys Aubol
Public Relations and Leadership Chairman
Department of North Dakota

Public Relations

AmericAn Legion AuxiLiAry • DepArtment of north DAkotA

2015-2016 Department Officers
Office Name Mailing Address City, State Zip
 Home Phone   Cell Phone Email address

President Marlene Boyer 243 67 1/2 Ave NE Carrington, ND 58421
 701-652-3070  president@ndala.org

Department President-Elect Diane Kraemer 2466 Estabrook Drive Grand Forks, ND 58201-6131
 701-772-1839 701-741-5369 presidentelect@ndala.org

Department Vice President Mavis Goodroad 3030 22nd St S Fargo, ND 58103-5801
 701-232-1327 701-361-0413 vicepresident@ndala.org

Department Secretary Shirley Montgomery 1801 23rd Ave N Fargo, ND 58102
 701-253-5992  secretary@ndala.org

Department Treasurer LaVonne Matthews 313 22nd St S Fargo, ND 58103-1343
 701-298-8573 701-361-8908  treasurer@ndala.org

Department Historian Lynn Tomlinson PO Box 1088 Rolla, ND 58367-1088
 701-550-9097  historian@ndala.org

Department Chaplain Bev Wolff PO Box 1060 Beach, ND 58621-1060
 701-872-3309  chaplain@ndala.org

National Exec Committeewoman (NEC) Arla Roth 7865 74r St SW Bentley, ND 58562-9203
 701-824-2635  nec@ndala.org

Alternate NEC Marlys Aubol PO Box 342 New Town, ND 58763-0342
 701-627-3518 701-421-1504 necalternate@ndala.org

Parliamentarian Lyla Semenko 1810 1st Ave E Willliston, ND 58801-3574
 701-572-3694  parliamentarian@ndala.org

District 1 President Marcy Schmidt 1725 Park Blvd S Fargo, ND 58103-4733
 701-232-1327 701-361-0413 district1@ndala.org

District 2 President Janie Pflaum 9427 Deer Park Ln Cavalier, ND 58220-5120
  701-520-9631 district2@ndala.org

District 3 President Gloria Covert PO Box 175 Rocklake, ND 58365-0175
 701-266-5467  district3@ndala.org

District 4 President Elsie Goldsmith PO Box 248 Streeter, ND 58483-0248
 701-424-3476  district4@ndala.org

District 5 President Katie Pulley 520 Bookwalter Ave. Wilton, ND 58579
 701-734-6837 701-260-2698 district5@ndala.org 

District 6 President Marilyn Bott 38900 226th Ave NW Donnybrook, ND 58734-9428
 701-482-7739  district6@ndala.org

District 7 President Holly Eslilnger PO Box 354 Elgin, ND  58520
 701-891-1909  district7@ndala.org

District 8 President Bev Wolff PO Box 1060 Beach, ND 58621-1060
 701-872-3309  district8@ndala.org

District 9 President Pauline Kilbride PO Box 156 Grenora, ND 58845-0156
   district9@ndala.org

District 10 President Sherri Ormonde PO Box 58 Gwinner, ND 58040
 701-678-2180 701-680-2079 district10@ndala.org
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Tiny Tots 
The Auxiliary welcomes its newest members under 

the age of 7:

District 2
Charlotte Elise Broadwater, Lankin

District 4
Kendall Stewart, Streeter
Gracie Nienow, Streeter
Piper Farthing, Streeter

District 6
Aurora Schultz, Mohall

Cheyenne K Schultz, Mohall-

We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify 
the Department office of any errors so they may be 

corrected.

2015-2016 Department 
Contact Information

1801 23rd Ave N
Fargo, ND 58102

701-253-5992 
secretary@ndala.org 

http://ndala.org
Follow on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

NorthDakotaALA

2015-2016 Department 
Office Hours

Monday 9am-6pm
Tuesday 9am-6pm

Wednesdays 2pm-10pm
Thursdays 9am-1pm 

Fridays 9am-1pm

District 1
Florence Jonason, Hope

Maxine Fliflet, Hannaford
Pearl Grover, Hannaford

District 2
Marlys McDougall-Hjelseth, McVille

Frances Brown, Manvel
Adele Anderson, Edinburg
Maria Peterson, Edinburg

Helen Moe, Edinburg
Pamela Sondeland, Edinburg

Diane Elhard, Jamestown
Catherine Cronin, International Falls

District 3
Sherla Hoffman, Rollette

Eilene McClintock, Rugby

District 4
Jo Bullis, Jamestown

Delores Borchardt, Harvey
Irene Neuharth, Minot

Laura Hepper, Bismarck
Millie Swendsen, McClusky

District 5
Eunice Seifert, Turtle Lake

District 7
Alice Schmidt, Mandan

Tillie Koch, Mandan
Dorothy Light, Center
Ann Tibor, Glen Ullin

District 8
Edith Teske, Scranton

District 9
Kathleen Heuer, Crosby

District 10
Margaret Pritchard, Verona
Helen Anderson, Walcott
Marcie Horton, Wahpeton
Lois Randall, Wahpeton,

Unit 500
June Schmitz, Tolley

We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the 
Department office of any errors so they may be corrected.

In Memoriam  

Lord,Use Us to Touch the Lives 
of Others

For each one of us has received 
a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. 1 Peter 4:10

Lord, show us what You want us 
to do today to be a blessing to others. 
We don’t want to get so entangled 
with our own lives that we don’t see the opportunity for 
ministering Your life to those around us. Show us how You 
want us to help others and enable us to do it. Give us what 
we need to minister life, hope, help, and healing to those in 
need. Help us to make a difference in the world. May our 
greatest treasure always be serving You. 

Dear Lord, remain in our hearts, that we may always 
be mindful of others. In Your Name, Amen

Bev Wolff
Department Chaplain

Devotion

I send a huge thank you to all my dear friends in the 
Legion family for the beautiful mixed bouquet and the 2 
lovely plants that you sent when I became ill and couldn’t 
attend convention. I was so sad because I could not be there 
with you all and they really helped by letting me know how 
much you cared. And an even bigger thank you to Diane for 
stepping in and fulfilling my duties, I know it was not an 
easy job and I’m very grateful to you. I’m feeling very well 
now and plan to go to National Convention. Arla 

Arla’s Thank You

Condolences go out to the 
Family of June Schmitz, Past 

Department President

Mission Statement

Vision Statement

Goal 1 Goal 2 Goal 3 Goal 4 Goal 5
Encourage Units to 
retain and grow 

membership in order to 
assist in attaining the 
National goal of one 
million members by 

2019

Create an Internal 
Culture of Goodwill and 

Civility

Develop Leadership at 
all Levels

Strengthen Department 
and Units

With the American 
Legion, Build Brand 

Loyalty

Strategies Strategies Strategies Strategies Strategies
1. Develop a 5 year 
recruitment plan for the 
organization to follow.

1. Lead by Example 1.  Equip members to 
become leaders in the 
organization.

1. Educate members on 
our programs.

1. Invest in internal and 
external marketing 
communications

2. Invest in 
opportunities to attract, 
engage and retain 
members.

2. Define, cultivate and 
preserve a culture that 
fully reflects ALA core 
values. 

2. Create a chairman 
orientation and 
mentorship program.

2. Ensure budget needs 
are met on an annual 
basis and solidified for 
future generations.

2. Define our brand 
identity and promise

3. Implement best 
practices to achieve 
cultural change

3. Excel at 
Communication.

3. Develop pride and 
passion in eligibility of 
membership.

In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to honor 
the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, 

d i

The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while becoming the premier service organization 
and foundation of every community providing support for our veterans, our military, and their families by shaping a positive 
future in an atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security.

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of North Dakota

Strategic Plan

Thank You Beverly Wolf 
For The Gift

At Department Convention in Grand Forks in June the Department Of North Dakota was given the wonderful gift of 
$1000 to the Membership Team to help pay units with almost 100% of membership. She had no strings attached, and said 
to get help from whom ever I chose to help make the decisions.

I visited with Treasurer Lavonne Matthews and we decided that we had membership money enough to offer funds to 
units that needed 6 or less members to acquire 100% of goal for the 2014-2015 year.

As Membership Chairman I personally called 27 units and made the offer to their membership chairman with the 
stipulation it had to be used in time so we had goal thirty days prior to National Convention. Many units dug deep in their 
roles and communities and came up with new and rejoin members that hadn’t paid dues yet.

We want to thank Bev for her generous donation of funds to pay for memberships to get out numbers up. We didn’t 
make any earth-shaking goals this year, but those that tried hard appreciated the good feeling that they are better off 
because they have new and dedicated members  in their unit. Thanks Bev, you made a difference!

Judy Twete
Membership Chairman 2014-2015


