Over 90 Auxiliary members were in attendance February 1 —3 at the Winter Conference in Minot which was held at
the Grand International Inn. We were fortunate to be visited by Doris Ann Werlinger, NW Division National Vice President,
who spoke to us about the importance of increasing membership and staying actively involved in the organization. The
Department Chairmen shared some fun and novel ideas about how to work the programs of the ALA. For myself, | was
proud of the members of this organization in their contributions to the President’s project, Pennies for Projects for Vets.
It was an honor to be able to tell all in attendance that we have already exceeded the one million penny goal. | can only
imagine where the contributions will be by the end of this year. | want to extend a special thank you to all who have
contributed.

The Finance Board and Department Executive Committee met on Friday and addressed several issues of the
American Legion Auxiliary, including budget and expenditure issues and also the need for candidates to run for upcoming
openings within our slate of officers. On Saturday the Department Chairmen in attendance had their displays up for viewing
and presentations began. We concluded our conference on Sunday with a breakfast meeting and an emotional memorial
service during which the Four Chaplains and Past District President Martha Johnson were honored. Session closed, as it
opened, with a joint session with The American Legion, the ALA and the Sons of the Legion. All days were quite busy and
filled with information. We thank Minot for hosting this event and look forward to the next gathering of our organization
at the Convention in Williston.

Even though we look forward to that Convention we cannot let ourselves relax and sit back. There is much work
to do between now and then. One of the major topics brought forward at Conference was the drastic drop in membership
this year. As an organization we know that we lose some of our members each year for various reasons. However the
drop this year is so drastic that we need to truly look at the budget for the year. We all know that our operations are
funded by membership. When our membership decreases, our ability to operate our programs is at risk. The most recent
membership numbers, received from our National Membership team, report that North Dakota is in 25 place in the
nation, with an 80.51% membership submitted. Our numeric objective is 13,430. North Dakota has submitted, to this
report date of February 15, 2013, a total number of memberships of 10,813. Yes 80% is a great level to be at, however,
the alarming thing about this is that it converts to dollars missing from the ALA funds to operate and run programs. This
shortfall is equivalent to over $25,000. This amount will have a significant impact on how this Department can perform the
Mission of the ALA. | cannot stress to the members how important it is to go out and get those renewals! It is not just the
membership chairman that is responsible for getting the renewals and the new members. We need to each take a personal
approach to increasing our membership numbers. Take time to talk to members, one on one, remind our Auxiliary ladies
WHY THEY JOINED! We serve those who serve, this is our mission, this why we joined!

Soon we will be having Spring District meetings, | encourage all members to attend your district meetings, and
bring another member with you. Meeting dates are posted elsewhere in this paper. Many Districts will be having elections.
Have you thought about who will fill the shoes of District officers? We have leaders in our midst, they just have not been
asked to step forward yet. If you know someone who would make a good leader, now is the time to begin discussion with
them. Encourage them, and offer your support as they take that step forward to leadership within our organization. We
recently have received a mandate from National that, just like our Units, Districts will have to hold a Charter. Secretary
Ronholm and | will be working with District Presidents to get this task accomplished. Remember that we are Angels in
service, and are commanded this year to Soar to New Heights in our Service to veterans, our military and their families.
Linda Juntunen, Department President
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We're gearing up for Girls State!

June 9 - 14, 2013
(http://ndgirlsstate.org)

The first registrations have started
coming in, and we're getting excited for the
upcoming session. There are so many exciting
things happening with Girls State; we are
confident this will be another successful year!

Here are a few reminders and new things
to note:

e Girls are able to use sport physicals from the
2012-2013 school year.

e Registration forms and medical forms should
be sent to Dana Thoreson. Her address is on
the application.

e Each District has identified someone to
assist with recruitment efforts. This team
will be communicating with the Girls State
Committee as well as Unit Girls State chairmen
regarding recruitment plans, available tools,
and potential school visits.

e If you have more girls interested than you
have funds available, please contact Dana
Thoreson so that additional funding can be
found. Alternatively, please let Dana know if
you have additional funding that can be used
for other delegates.

Girls State citizens can earn college credit
through the ACE Network. Staters need to apply
for the credit before they attend Girls State. It
is the responsibility of the girl to apply and pay
for the college credit. More information can be
found at http://www.theacenetwork.com/ed190/
and on the North Dakota Girls State webpage.

We are pleased to announce that Girls
State and Boys State were given a generous $5,000
donation by AT&T, which is being shared equally
between the two groups. Also, the University of
North Dakota awarded Girls State a $3,700 grant
to use for marketing and recruitment purposes.

As always, please contact us
any time with questions or comments.
Dana Thoreson, Girls State Director
ndgirlsstate@gmail.com
(701)662-2106

City Mothers Wanted
Each Girls State City will have a City Mom.
She will act as a mom away from home.
She should be energetic, motivating,
comforting and approachable. A City Mom
is a representative of the American Legion
Auxiliary and what it stands for. It will be up
to the city moms to come up with a service
project for their city. The City Mother will not
receive a stipend, but will be compensated
for mileage. Room and board will also be
provided.

Applications can be found on the Girls State
Website, or by contacting a Girls State board

© 0 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o member. Applications are due March 15.
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Marly Aubol - President-Elect / Membership
Ladies, | came home from Winter
Conference in Minot full of ideas, enthusiasm,
and scared to death!! Next year we will have a
NEW President, a NEW President Elect, a NEW

five NEW District Presidents, and several NEW

is—we can do it!!! We need to work together,

Now, how cool is this-- | have already had

from the Jamestown office to our new office. |

| want it to be that great organization for many

have served and are serving this great country.

many ideas and reinforced some that we have
in place. She is one of us—an American Legion
Auxiliary member, supporting our veterans, and

us in North Dakota.

The angel appeared again! Her halo
still askew, her slip still showing, and this time
she had a dustpan and a brush to clean up the
membership. She talked about gaining new
members, keeping members, working together,
treating others as they would like to be treated,
and accepting new ideas. The angel presented

and to District 7 President Mary Ann Kilen,
whose district membership is at 86.591% as
of January 31, 2013. All of the districts have

next milestone is 85% by May 17, 2013 (Armed
Forces Day). District 7 has already reached that

membership and meet each milestone.

Vice President, a NEW Secretary, a NEW Treasurer,
Chairmen. That’s a lot of NEW!! The good NEWS
and | know we can if we keep a positive attitude.
volunteers to help when we make the transition

want this organization to remain the same great
organization that it has been for many years, and

years to come. REMEMBER WHY WE JOINED THIS
ORGANIZATION! We cannot fail the veterans who

Doris Ann Werlinger, District National Vice
President, was a breath of fresh air—she gave us

an Angel in Service. It was great having her visit

Department Historian - Marcy Schmidt

Wow - this has been a great year for me.
| was so touched and very proud to be presented
with the ‘Best Department History for Northwest
Region for 2011-2012". The award is really a
tribute to all of you. Thank you for your support
and trust.

It’s been a very busy year for President
Linda Juntunen and I'm trying to keep up with
her administrative year. The pictures, newspaper
clips and articles keep rolling in showing your
unit activities and support for veterans and
communities. Please continue to send those
articles and notes to me.

Unit Historians, | encourage each of you
to prepare and submit your history for judging at
convention.
| also remind and encourage all Department
Officers and Chairmen and Unit Presidents and
Unit Historians to send me your reports and
notes. I'll include the information in President
Linda’s History Notes and the 2012-2013
Department History.

North Dakota Auxiliary Members |
appreciate your work and dedication to our
veterans and communities and look forward to
seeing many of you in Williston in June.

Sunday morning Memorial Service
60th Anniversary of the Four Chaplains.

an angel holding a penny to Doris Ann Werlinger

surpassed the milestone of 70% by 2/14/13. The

milestone. Congratulations to you! North Dakota
is currently 15 in the Nation. Please work hard on

- Fisher
Indtlstrles

3020 Energy Drive ® Dickinson, ND 58601 @ (800) 932-8740

Full Service Steel Center
Grade 5 & 8 Fasteners
Milwaukee® Power Tools
Tie Down Chains

Sand & Gravel Co.

Sand/Gravel
Decorative Rock

Tow Ropes/Cables Landscaping Gravel
Grinding Wheels Contract Crushing
Pipe Fittings General Highway
Drill Bits...and More! Construction
www.fisherind.com

e-mail: sales@fisherind.com

Children & Youth - Shirley Hoberg

During my skit/presentation at Winter
Conference, | encouraged everyone to contact
Congressional leaders concerning our nation-wide
mental health problem, which in turn is resulting in
deaths (primarily with guns, but knives and other
instruments have also been used).

It appears many shootings or other violent
acts are done by people who are - or have bean -
bullied; and/or, are not accepted in their ‘world’.
Chemical imbalances are also contributing factors in
many of the perpetrators. Let us encourage private
organizations and government agencies to study
the problem and devise a plan towards healing
these individuals or restraining them until they are
healed. Another step would be to address what
makes individuals bully.

Contact information for congressional
leaders can be found in the government section of
phone books.

The Forum has excellent articles about
children’s wellness. You can check them out at:
www.NIELearningForum.com; or, by phone at
701-241-5566. Sams Club’s January/February issue
has an excellent article titled Active, Healthier Kids
by Dr. Bill Sears. You can check it out at SamsClub.
com/healthyliving.

Keep up the good work you have all been
doing and send reports to me by April 20", Not
reporting this year is not an option!

Programs broken down into PODS - They
really do help with those dreaded REPORTS!

Angel is the
Centerfold

Past Dept. Commander Harvey Peterson and Sandy
Smith with pop tops from the Rolla Unit.

National Security - Betty Malkowski
| enjoyed seeing so many of you at the Winter Conference in Minot. The hugs and visits are the
name of the game and the presentations by the Department Chairmen brought laughter and knowledge
to all. Our guest, Doris Ann Werlinger, NW Division National Vice President, added so much to the ALA

Sessions. She is such a Grand Lady!

Now on to National Security, you have all received the action plan for the National Security Program,
I will acquaint you with Operation Homefront. The American Legion Auxiliary and Operation Homefront share
a mutual goal to support our military and veterans. We are pleased that Operation Homefront is part of the
American Legion Auxiliary Call to Service Corps. The American Legion Auxiliary and Operation Homefront
are equally proud of their contributions toward the practical and emotional well-being of servicemembers,
veterans, and their families. Operation Homefront is taking place across the state in Bismarck, Minot, Grand
Forks, Fargo, Valley City and Devils Lake. | am asking Units that are in the surrounding areas of these cities
to actively participate in a welcome home event that sends a message to the Servicemembers, their families
and your community, the message that says how much you show your appreciation for their commitment
and raise the commmunities’ awareness that the American Legion Auxiliary is there for our troops and their

families.

Other Programs and Services that support the families are Food Assistance (Boxes of grocery and Gift
Certificates), Auto Repair, Home Repair, Travel and Transportation, Morale Holiday Programs also Community
Events and additional programs that will show support. When you have participated in any of the above
events, PLEASE REMEMBER TO REPORT AT THE END OF THE YEAR (April 15) to me, your Chairman for

National Security.




To the ANGELS of District 1
Mavis Goodroad

We had a great time at Winter conference and
received good information about our programs. | hope all
of you are keeping track of your hours and money spent
on things you have done this year. It is only two months
and the reports will have to be sent to me and to the
respective chairperson of the programs.

The District meeting will be held on April 15 at
Harwood. | will give you more information in my March
letter, but | would like to see more at that meeting
because it will be my last one as Marcy Schmidt will
become District President at our June convention.
Hopefully the weather will be good and more of you can
come. It is always a great time to meet and see our other
friends within our District.

Remember to keep in touch with our Veterans
and their families. Will be looking forward to seeing you in
April.

Thank you and your unit members for all you do
for the Veterans, their families, and the American Legion
Auxiliary.

Greetings from District Four
Elsie Goldsmith

The temperature was below zero, snow
falling at times, windows fogged, and we were
nice and warm inside the Grand International for
an excellent winter conference in Minot.  The
department chairmen shared information about
our many programs. The joint sessions were very
informative, and the memorial service on Sunday
for the Four Chaplains of the Dorchester, sinking
Feb. 3, 1943, was very moving.

Even though the “Take a Vet to Lunch”
program was discontinued a few years ago, continue
this by taking your local veterans to lunch and then
be sure to include it in your reports. Remember to
do activities with your veterans and not just those in
the VA Medical Center or the Lisbon Veterans Home.
As we heard many times at winter conference,
“Every day is Veterans Day.”

Units in our district have been busy up-
dating their constitutions and sending them to the
Department Constitution & By-Laws Chairman,
Department office, and to me. Thank you so much
for getting this done.

Three members of the Streeter Unit and

one Post member went to the Veterans Home in
Lisbon on January 8". Everyone enjoyed a time of
fellowship.
The Streeter Unit also donated clothing and
personal items to Gladys Ray Shelter and Veterans
Drop In Center in Fargo. Thank you VA & R chairman
Mavis Goodroad for delivering these for us.

Please plan to attend our district meeting
April 18" in Medina. More information on this will
be in my March unit letter.

Greetings from District Two
Diane Kraemer

We want to thank everyone for a great
Winter Conference.

We are busy working on Valentines for
Veterans; Americanism activities for February;
and informing the schools of the scholarships
available and to get the students working on their
applications.

March is the Legion Birthday, plan
something special. You can also visit our veterans
that are not able to get out on their own or offer
to bring them to your special night.

Girls State is just around the corner. | ask
that you encourage your Juniors to look into going
to Girls State, it is a great learning experience and
itis a lot of fun.

Music Camp is a wonderful program
for our high school students in the summer. |
encourage you to make a donation to help
sponsor a student.

We are working to get the rest of
our memberships turned in; also working on
compiling our volunteers, their hours and dollars
spent to complete our annual reports in April.

Our Spring District meeting will be 16
April but location not decided yet.

Constitution & Bylaws

Sandra Petermann
With 177 units for the Department of ND, lam happy
to announce that | currently have 52% completed.
| am still in need of 85 units to be able to complete
the Constitution & Bylaws for this year. According
to the American Legion Auxiliary Unit Handbook,
“These Bylaws shall be automatically amended
to conform to the National and Department
Constitutions and Bylaws and standing rules
of the American Legion Auxiliary.  After you
have completed this, one copy gets sent to me
as Chairman, one copy goes to the Department
office, and a copy to your District President for her
files. Don’t forget to change both the Senior and
Junior Dues amounts under Article lll, as well as
any other changes that your unit needs to make.
If you think that you mailed me a copy, please
contact me as soon as possible. | need all Revised
copies of the Constitution & Bylaws no later
than April 15, 2013. As | need to put together a
report to the National Chairman no later than
May 15, 2013; it would be awesome if we can
report that North Dakota has 100% participation
in the updating of the Constitution and Bylaws.
| know that with the help of each unit, we can
do this, and | am counting on each of you.
Thank you.
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Hello North Dakota Auxiliary Members,
Thank you for a wonderful “North Dakota
Welcome” during my visit to your Winter
Conference 1-3 February 2013 and the nice
snowfall you had for my visit. | know it was
very cold and slick roads while your conference
was going on but you had a wonderful turnout
for your meetings. It was so good to see so
many of you and getting to visit with friends |
had met during my term as President of South
Dakota and NEC. It is wonderful when you
make such wonderful friends with this Wonderful
Organization, The American Legion and
Auxiliary members. All of You are Awesome!!!!
Keep up the good work on your membership
- new ones and renewals, they all count.
All of you did a wonderful job for your POD
information and keep up those wonderful ideas.
Again, thank you from the bottom of my heart
for all you do for our Veterans and their families,
active duty military men and women, their
families, your communities and youth. I'm thrilled
to have been there to visit with you and take ideas
back to our National President Peggy Thomas.
God Bless Each of You and God Bless America,
Doris Ann E. Werlinger
NW Division National Vice President
4295 Sturgis Road

Rapid City, South Dakota 57702

As part of their education project and 10 for 10, George
W. Snook, Unit 246 of Elgin, ND delivered 10 packages
each of the following items to the Grant County School:
notebook paper, pencils, pens, rulers, pencil cases,
and calculators. Pictured are High School Principal
Terry Bentz, Grade School Principal Roxanne Tietz,
Unit President Arla Roth, Unit Treasurer Rosemary
Pfrutenreuter and Unit Vice-president Gloria Vaaler.

McVille Members at the Lisbon Gift Shop L to R

Margaret Johnson, Unit Pres., Pat Enstad, Unit Treas.,

Marilyn Bowman, Judy Johnson, Judy Twete, Alvina
Germundson, and Rosalie Naas

VA & R - Mavis Goodroad

First I want to thank each and every one of you for all that you have done for our homeless
Veterans. It has been so fun delivering all of the buddy baskets, clothing, and other items to the
shelters. You are to be blessed to be doing so much for them. I give each of you a hug from them.
I hope you are keeping records of all of the hours and money you have given to put everything together
and the time spent on other projects for our Veterans. Only two months and reports have to be in.

It was great seeing you at the Winter conference, visiting with you, and hearing
about what you are doing in your units. Keep up the good work. I know that sometimes the
field and home service hours are not always kept but they count a lot for all that you do.
Everyone keep warm and do not overwork at shoveling the snow. Take care. Thanks again for all
you do for the Veterans, their families, the American Legion, the SAL, and especially the ALA.

1400 East Interchange Ave.

Formerly the Doublewood. Same location, same local owners, same great staff!
Bismarck, ND  701-258-7000
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DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN /
PAST NATIONAL CHAPLAIN
Beverly J. Wolff

“I tell you, use your worldly resources to
benefit others and make friends. In this way,
your generosity stores up a reward for you in

Heaven.” Luke 16:9

There’s no pla;c'e;like
home. So make
yourself comfortable.

Let us bow our heads and hearts in prayer.
Dear Lord, We pray that You would give us an
ever-renewing sense of Your purpose for our
lives. Use us for Your Glory as long as we are on
earth. Help us to never be resistant to change,
but instead, always be open to new things
You want in our lives. Help us to always be in
Your Word, close to You and seeking council of

We never know what challenges we'll
face, but coming home should always

be ... predictable. The lights turn on,

room temperatures are just right and
® pushing the “on” button starts the

appliances and electronics we use

In th;%zm’f ity for everyday tasks. Montana-Dakota
Utilities provides safe, reliable and
1-800-638-3278 affordable electric and natural gas
montana-dakota.com services for our customers. Come on

in, put your feet up and make yourself
comfortable.

The “Fallen Soldier” display set up by

the American Legion has been moving
around the State. It is very touching.
Please stop and take a look if it comes to a
city near you.

Godly people, so that we never miss Your light
shining on the path You have for us. Bless this
Nation, our Troops, their families, The Legion
Family, and bring our leaders together for
the good of all the Nation’s people. Let there
be happiness, laughter, and peace among all
countries.
In His Name We Pray, Amen.




