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The 2012-2013 American Legion Auxiliary year is nearing the halfway mark.
As we approach the milestone in our year I would like to take a moment to
reflect on the activities and events of the past six months and look into the
future to review what is yet to come for our organization.
The first three months of our year, included new officers taking their places
and becoming familiar with the duties of their respective roles, which were
discussed at our organizational meetings. Many have taken on the positions
of leadership and I am excited at the willingness of our members to step
up. Your Executive Board reviewed and approved the annual budget and
recommendations presented by the Finance Board. They also reviewed
and approved the Girls State Board recommendations. District Presidents
also presented ideas for projects, promotions, and improvements for the
upcoming year.
In August, delegates traveled to Indianapolis for National Convention. Betty Malkowski became our NEC and
I was installed as this Department’s President at a National level. National President Peggy Thomas declared
all of the Auxiliary members to be “Angels in Service” and commands us all to “soar to new heights” during
this Auxiliary year.
September found the State preparing for District meetings; attendance was very impressive. Thanks to all
of the District Presidents and host Units for their planning and efforts that were put forth in putting these
meetings together. Membership Chairman Marlys Aubol and I were made to feel quite welcomed wherever
we traveled. We also had the opportunity to visit with folks at the Gladys Ray Shelter and Lisbon Veterans
home on this journey.
It was a “Boo-tiful” Fall trip as Secretary Myrna Ronholm and I traveled to Indianapolis for the annual
Presidents and Secretaries Conference. While there we got the first look at the soon to be published updated
ALA Policies and Procedures Manual and we got a reminder and refresher on the use of PODS in our Units.
We will soon be seeing an updated Bylaws and Standing Rules from National and instructions on how our
Department and Units will need to change our governing documents. We were also asked to consider
our roles in the ALA and each attending member was asked to contemplate where they saw themselves
in upcoming years. This is something that we should all consider. We have a need in our organization for
leaders to step up, will that be you? Do you see yourself as the next Unit or District Officer? Or will you be
the strong committee leader? Or will you retire to the comfort of your easy chair and let someone else take
the lead? October also brought us the annual Buffalo Feed in Streeter. What a wonderful feast it was!
November was also filled with planning and doing. Many Units provided Veterans Day dinners or gatherings,
membership chairmen were busy gathering memberships. Many questions are being asked regarding
membership dues amounts. Please remember, dues were changed in 2011 at National and also at Department
convention in 2012. The minimum amount that must be sent to Department Office for your 2013 dues is
$19.00 for adult members, and $5.00 for Junior members. If your Unit did not act and change your Unit
dues amount, you must STILL submit the required payments to Department. Should you not send the full
payment, regrettably, you will not be a paid up member and the Department will be contacting you regarding
the shortfall. Again, as a reminder, please update your Constitutions and Bylaws to reflect the dues change.
We also had sad and tragic happenings in November and we mourn the loss of our District 9 President
Martha Johnson. This is an unprecedented tragedy and we should keep her family in our prayers.
December brings us to the time for giving and joyous celebrations. Please consider donations to the Gladys
Ray Shelter and Veterans Drop-In Center, Fargo VAMC, and the Lisbon Home. Also in your communities there
may be homeless, youth, or women shelters that could use some winter gear. Food pantries are also in dire
need of additional contributions this Holiday season.
January is a time to consider attending one of the Mission Training events. These are being held in Minneapolis,
Omaha or Las Vegas. This could be a chance for you to slide out of our cold winter weather for a long
weekend and get some very intensive training in ALA Missions. For more information visit alaforveterans.org
and make your reservation! (Continued on page 4)

In Memory of Martha
Johnson - District 9
President
Matthew 5:45 Jesus said “
For God gives His sunlight to
both the evil and the good,
and He sends rain on the just
and on the unjust, too.”
“But Why, Heavenly Father,
Why?” The Wife, Mother,
and Grandmother was dead,
along with three of her grandchildren. “Why? Why would
this happen?” Was the door locked? Did they hear
someone enter the house? When people are in pain,
during their period of grief, isn’t the time we can reason
with them. They almost always ask the question “Why”?
“Do You love us God?” “Do You care?” We all need ways
to make sense out of life. We all have problems and
questions with no answers, but that’s how life works.
And sometimes it’s beyond our understanding. The lack
of answers complicates and makes it more difficult for us
as believers. We feel that there must be an answer and
without an explanation we will have no peace, unless
we know the reason why? So we constantly cry out to
God, “Why God?” Often we console ourselves by saying
“Someday we’ll know why.” Maybe, maybe not. We must
remember and try to understand as we grieve for the loss
of loved ones, that God Loves us. God cares about our
pain and the God of Love and Creation wants to heal our
grief.
Let us bow our heads and hearts in prayer, each in our own
faith.
Heavenly God of Comfort, we don’t understand the troubles
or losses we have suffered in our lives. Sometimes we get
discouraged over many things. Help us to reach out toward Your
ever lasting and loving arms, that You will enfold us and give us
comfort and peace in the midst of our pain.
In His Name we pray, Amen
Beverly J. Wolff, Past National Chaplain,
Department of North Dakota Chaplain
I would like to wish you all a Happy Holiday Season. Time does
go fast, doesn’t it? I have been very busy with membership
and other duties in the office, first time I haven’t had help. It is
impossible to keep the office up to date the way I like to.
Winter Conference is our next meeting for everyone in Minot.
Hopefully we will have a good turn-out. Make your reservations
early. The telephone number for Grand International Inn is 701852-3161.
Happy Holidays to you all. See you in Minot.
Myrna Ronholm, ND ALA Secretary
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Around the Districts
District Eight - Sandra Petermann and Betty Malkowski - National Security

District 1 - Mavis Goodroad

Everyone is moved when they hear that disaster has struck a community that is
close to home. Catastrophes can suddenly change the lives of families and their
community. It is very important for people to get involved and help their fellow
citizens in time of an adversity. The District Eight of the American Legion Auxiliary
encompasses many miles which can be a hindrance to reach the community
members that suffered a calamity in the Southwest part of North Dakota.
Financial contributions are the best kind of donation to make. Providing a financial
contribution is the most sensible and efficient way of helping people in need.

It has been fun visiting my Units this
past year. I have learned a few things
about how desperate we need to find
new members to help out with keeping
the Units going . Those of you who I
have not reached, please call me at 701361-0413 and I would love to visit you.
Thank you to those of you who have sent
me money to shop for the homeless.
I am very happy to do that for you.
If you are still having problems with
the POD reports please call. I can help
you over the phone with any questions
and we can talk thru the process.
I hope everyone has a very Merry
Christmas and will spend lots of time with
family and friends. Please say prayers for
our service men and women overseas
and for all our Veterans and families.
God Bless each of you and your
families, our Veterans and their
families, and God Bless America.

The colors are about to be presented at
the District 4 Fall Meeting in Jamestown.
District 4 - Elsie Goldsmith
The 53rd annual Streeter Buffalo Supper
was held on Oct. 26th serving 1,760
people. President Linda and her husband
Dale were guest of the Streeter unit
and enjoyed the supper.
Returning for
another year after attending the supper
last year were Past Department President
Betty Malkowski and her husband Pete.
Many community hours are involved for
unit and post members, working four
days from preparations to clean-up.
The Medina unit was busy collecting a
trunk full of scarves, caps, gloves, coats and
personal hygiene items for the ND Veterans
Home in Lisbon, from the community.
Unit and Post members enjoyed a road
trip, delivering the items, visiting with
the residents and touring the home.

District 2 Registration Table

In observance of American Education
Week, the New Rockford Unit brought
a large box of apples for the teachers
and staff at the New Rockford-Sheyenne
School. On Nov. 17th, the New Rockford
unit served a community breakfast in
honor of Veterans Day. Pancakes, sausage,
coffee and juice were free to all veterans.

The Unit Members of District Eight American Legion Auxiliary from
the communities of Beach, Belfield, Dickinson, Halliday, Killdeer, Mott,
Reeder, Regent, Rhame and Scranton donated the sum of $1,000 dollars
for the four families in Bucyrus, ND, that lost their life possessions in the
horrendous fire that swept through parts of Bucyrus on October 17, 2012.
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Maryls Aubol, Membership Chair, President-Elect
Wooowho!
Wooowho! Wooowho! Rah! Rah! Rah!
Congratulations!
Congratulations! Congratulations to the Department of North Dakota! You
have reached the first Milestone, which was 55% on 11-11-12. In fact, we are
at 55.29%...No. 16 in the Nation and No. 6 in Group B in the Northwest Division.
Keep up the good work and keep those memberships coming in. Find those new
members, too—they would love to be a part of this great organization. We need
to continue to grow so that we can support our veterans and the active military.
Reminder—the National Dues are $9 and the Department Dues are $10, therefore,
send $19 per senior member to the Department. Junior member dues are $5 per
junior member. To the units that send in the amount that National indicated was
due, those memberships are only partially paid. Please submit the balance of the
dues to the Department Secretary as soon as possible. It is up to the individual
units as to how you want to handle this—you may send in the balance due from
your treasury and then the individual can reimburse you, you could have a fund
raiser, or you maybe write to each member asking them for the balance. I am
sorry this has gotten so confusing, but it has been talked about for a couple years,
and was voted on and passed at the Department Convention.
Reminder--please update your constitution and bylaws to reflect the dues increase.
After making the changes, please send a copy to Sandra Petermann, 621 First
Street W, Dickinson, ND 58601 and a copy to Myrna Ronholm, Department
Secretary, PO Box 1060, Jamestown, ND 58402-1060.
KEEP WORKING ON MEMBERSHIP!

District 10 - Robbin Witkowski

And an angel appeared. . .
at the District 3 Fall Meeting in Rolla

The holiday season is upon us once
again. I am wishing everyone a safe
and happy holiday. Let’s remember to
keep our veterans and their families
in our thoughts and prayers this
holiday season, those both abroad and
stateside. Let’s do whatever we can do
to help those families get through the
holiday season. Whatever you do this
holiday season always remember the
season is always about the chance to
give and do for others. Hope you have
a wonderful holiday season and wishing
everyone safe travels.
Pennies collected at the District
meetings for Linda’s “Pennies for
Projects for Vets”

I hope to see many of you in Fargo December 5, for gift shop at the Veterans
Medical Center and December 6, at the Veterans Home in Lisbon.
Merry Christmas to you all. See you in Minot in February for the Winter Conference.

Dept. Historian Marcy Schmidt received
the 2011 - 2012 Best Department History
Northwest Division.

Congratulations to Mavis Goodroad on
winning the 2011-2012 Northwest Division
VA&R award

Children and Youth - Shirley Hoberg
Areas of emphasis concerning Children and Youth include: mental well-being and
literacy. The plan of action for C&Y has a LOT of emphasis on mental health. We
heard news of a multiple murder case in our state, involving an ALA member/
officer. Our prayers go out for the families and communities involved. Mental
Health Awareness Day is in May, but it can be ANYTIME. I encourage you to
provide material, host activities, sponsor speakers, or whatever best fits your
community.
Participating in or sponsoring a giving tree for needy children, especially warm
mittens and scarves, is also encouraged. Boys and Girls clubs may need volunteers
and/or money for their projects.
Americanism - Sandy Smith
It is time to move on with our activities to promote the education of our community
in flag etiquette and respect, and to demonstrate leadership in support of our
community, state, and nation. Some activities we could work on are: helping
Veterans in need of physical aid and cheer (for example shoveling sidewalks, help
decorate for the holidays, and/or have them over for a visit and serve treats);
teaching flag etiquette in the classroom and community centers; working on the
Pocket Flag Project; work toward “Veterans in the Classroom”; organizing or assist
with an Americanism Essay Contest and/or Oratorical Contest
There is a community awareness campaign called Yellow Ribbon Reintegration - a
national combat veteran reintegration program organized by the Department of
Defense to provide National Guard and Reserve members and their families with
information, services, referrals, and proactive outreach opportunities throughout
the entire deployment cycle. Check it out www.yellowribbon.mil and www.
jointservicessupport.org/YRRP
Junior Activities – Robbin Witowski
As a unit maybe you could sponsor a Christmas Shop for the children of your
community. Send out invites and announcements to the schools and daycares in
your area explaining what is going on at your shop. Try to get the Legion family
involved. Juniors and Auxiliary members can go shopping to find gifts starting
at .50- $15.00. You can ask the Legion members to help decorate your shop and
if they would be willing to help wrap presents or serve some hot chocolate and
cookies to waiting family members. Always remember there should always be a
jolly visitor for pictures with the kids. Get your Junior members involved by getting
a babysitting clinic for parent to run errands, or if they just need some time to get
some holiday baking done. While the Junior member is at the home maybe they
can help the kids do some fun craft activity, or help the family member by washing
a few dishes. If you happen to have an older Junior member maybe they could go
shopping for mom or dad with the children.
Education - Annette Zeller
“Education Week” was November 11 – 17. This year’s theme was “Great Public
Schools: A Basic Right and Responsibility”. Please take a little time to say “Thank
you” to the education people in your community; include the bus drivers, cooks,
janitors, secretaries, teachers, teacher aids, and administration that all work
together to provide a safe and good learning experience for your students.
Objective 2 of the National Education Plan of Action is: Educate School
Administrators about unique mental health issues facing children of our military.
Tips from National’s “How to” guide for this objective include: a) offer names of ALA
Junior volunteers who will serve as support buddies for military kids at their own
school; and b) establish a contact with someone from your state Operation: Military
Kids team. They have many resources to assist the military child, and your local
schools may not be aware of what they offer.
Hopefully this information will help you in your advocating for the veteran, their
families, and communities. Oh, don’t forget to “Give 10” to your schools as well.
Past President Parley - Gigi Moore
Please be sure to send in your Parley dues to the Department Secretary. Parley dues are
for anyone that was a Past Unit, District, or Department President. These dues are used for
Nursing Scholarships. They are $2.00 a year and the more money that is sent in, the more
Nursing Scholarships will be available. Please help us out with our Scholarship Program by
sending in your dues. Thank you very much for your support.

Psalm 47:2; Clap your hands, all you
people; shout to God with loud songs
of joy. For the Lord, the Most High,
is awesome, a great king over all the
earth.
Let us bow our heads and hearts in
prayer, each in our own faith.
Lord, we are rich in love and comfort,
and our hearts are full to the brim.
We praise and thank You for all You
have given us. Continue to bless us
with good health and where there is
sickness, heal; Where there is sorrow,
bring love and compassion. Remain
in our hearts that we may always be
mindful of others. In His Name we
pray. Amen
Have a Blessed Christmas
Beverly J. Wolff, Past National Chaplain,
Department of North Dakota Chaplain
VA&R - Mavis Goodroad
Merry Christmas! I hope each of you
make many memories with family and
friends. Also, keep in mind our veterans
and their families by sending a card with
a thank you note inside for their service.
With the colder weather approaching,
our homeless Veterans will need items
to keep warm. This is a time to donate.
If you want to send me money, I will be
happy to shop. This would be a good
time to help out at any organization or
church who will be serving a meal for
anyone who would like to come. I am
sure there would be many veterans
at these events. That would be hours
for your field service and also VA &
R. Just keep count of the hours and
number served. It appears as if we are
not represented in as many facilities as
previous, that is because not everyone
keeps track of their donated time and
do not report to the chairpeople. It is
very helpful to report our time that we
donate to our Veterans.
Thank you for all that you do to help
our Veterans and their families. See
you in Minot.
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TENTATIVE WINTER CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE
February 1 - 3, 2013
Grand International Inn
Auxiliary Meetings are all in the
Norse Room
Friday:
9 am Auxiliary Budget Meeting, Finance
Board and Strategic Planning
11 am Girls State Committee meeting
1 pm - 7 pm Registration - Lobby
1:30 pm Auxiliary Executive Board
Meeting, District Presidents, Department
Officers, Girls State
4 pm First time Winter Conference
Attendees Meeting – Candlelite I Room
5 pm Auxiliary “No Host” Dinner – Primo
Restaurant
7 pm JOINT OPENING SESSION – Grand
Ballroom
9 pm Dance – Music by the State Band
Jam Group – Executive and Viking Room
Saturday:
7 am District Pres and Vice Pres meet
with Pres-Elect Marlys Aubol
7:45 am - 1 p.m Registration - Lobby
8:30 am Joint General Session – Grand
Ballroom
9:30 am Auxiliary Workshop
12:30 pm Boys State, Athletic and IMC
Updates
1pm HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL
CONTEST
4 pm Presidents Reception (All Dept.
Officers to be present), hosted by Dist. 3
WINTER CONFERENCE BANQUET – Grand
Ballroom; 5:30pm Social Hour; 6:30pm
Banquet
8:30pm Winter Conference Ball – Music
by American Legion State Dance Band
Sunday:
7:30 am Breakfast meeting and workshop
session
9:30am Joint Memorial Service - Grand
Ballroom
10:15am Closing and Retirement of
Colors

Audit and Finance - Sandy Erdman, Chair
The Audit and Finance committee met after our Convention and worked on the
new budget and discussed other financial items. This Department operates from
membership dues and with declining membership it was hard to make everything
work.
The dues increase really made our job easier and we should have more money
coming in. As you all know, money only stretches so far. We had made many cuts
and really didn’t know where to make more cuts. Our duty is to prepare a Dept.
budget annually, supervise the funds under the budget, invest permanent funds
and to have general oversight of the financial welfare of our organization. Our
responsibility is to do this job wisely. We are a telephone call away if you have
concerns or suggestions. Thank you.
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President Linda Juntunen - continued from Page 1
It seems so soon, but February brings us to Winter Conference. We are planning to be
host to Northwest Division Vice President Doris Ann Werlinger, from South Dakota.
This will be a workshop style conference and I am hoping that our Department
Chairmen will have much to share and to teach us. The tentative Winter Conference
schedule is this Message.
In March I will be attending the Washington Conference to learn even more about
the American Legion Auxiliary organization. April is a time for all of us to think again
about our role within the Organization. Many Units have installation of Officers for
the upcoming year and it is a time for our members to consider throwing their hat into
the ring for District Office and further for Department positions. District meetings
will be a time of election also and we will have openings for District Presidents and
Vice President/Secretary positions. It is also time to consider if you will be running
for a Department office. Are you our next Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Historian, Chaplain or Parliamentarian? Now is the time to begin preparing for you
campaign if any of these offices are something you are considering! Do you think
you might like to be a Committee Chairman? Let President Elect Marlys Aubol or
Vice President Arla Roth know if you would like to try something new!
May is a huge planning month. Plans for Girls State are well underway, plans for
the Summer Convention will be in place, plans for Poppy distribution weeks and
Memorial Day celebrations should be in place. And again we will be reaching out
for new members and for those that have not yet paid their dues to get those dues
in. We will soon be approaching our 100% numeric objective. Will North Dakota
be able to reach that this year? We all need to work on membership in order to
prevent the “membership slide”.
This brings us to June, and Summer Convention. Don’t forget to bring your Pennies
from Heaven to this meeting! Also all wreath raffle tickets and money must be
submitted by this time. If you would like more tickets please contact me and I
will send tickets out to you. We are halfway through the year and I am happy to
announce that we have gathered the equivalent of over 500,000 pennies so far. The
bank just cringes when I come in with my bags of change (they like the checks I bring
in). I want to thank you all for your contributions so far and please keep up the good
work that you do for our Veterans and their families. As you continue through this,
oh so busy, year keep in mind that you are all National President Peggy Thomas’
Angels, keep soaring to new heights and keep those umbrellas upside down so you
can catch those pennies from Heaven for Pennies for Projects for Vets!

DECEASED MEMBERS
DISTRICT 1
Elaine Flaten –Hatton
Vicki Haugen – Hannaford
Margaret Haugen – Hannaford
Shirley Ackerman – Harwood
Betty Rutherford – Page
Pamalee Holm – Valley City
Peyton J. Powell – Hatton
Joyce Fankhanel – Hillsboro
Joann Jones – Hillsboro
Mary Salo – Hillsboro
DISTRICT 2
Alma Kelley – Lankin
Maxine Anseth – Lakota
LaVain Ellwein – Lakota
Jeanette Ericksrud – Lakota
Elaine Hejlek – Lakota
Diana Pawlikowski – Lakota
Patricia Mattern – Lakota
Eleanor Vasicek – Lakota
Marian Huggins – Minto
Leona Slominski – Minto
Dorothy Cepak – Lakota
Marguerite Sitar – Lakota
Marjorie Baker – Pembina
Norma Geiszler – Park River
Bridgette Jehlicka – Lankin
Blanche Swartz – Lankin
Betty Johnson – Hoople
Mary Brubakken – Hoople
Joan Engen – Northwood
Kathleen Lupcho – Northwood
Diane Johnson – Lakota
Lyda Fairweather – Grand Forks
DISTRICT 3
Mildred Petersen – Cando
Kathleen Johnston – Langdon
Grace Hansen – St. John
Bernice Aanderud – Maddock
Shirley Westby – Maddock
Marjorie Murphy – Sarles
DISTRICT 4
Vesta Zenker – Gackle
Bernice Goldsmith – Streeter
Carol Trautman – Goodrich
Nancy Duffey – Fessenden
Theresa Patzer – Hurdsfield
Theresa Folk – Jamestown

DISTRICT 5
Irma Herring – Turtle Lake
Heather Presser – Turtle Lake
Martha Heyne – Wishek
Mable Boschee – Wishek
Margaret Plasterer – Washburn
Pauline Johnson – Wilton
Lucille Snyder – Hazelton
Mary Schiermeister – Hazelton
DISTRICT 6
Catherine McCreary – Minot
Diane Bachmeier – Minot
Ella Ann Miller – Upham
Mary Kraft – Minot
Hazel Thomas – Minot
Patricia Darling – Minot
LaVon Hagbee – Willow City
Darlene Kaul – Benedict
DISTRICT 7
Pauline Fleck – Flasher
Dorothy Dahl – Mandan
Louise Kary – Mandan
Minnie Scarann – Hazen
Ann Scholl – Flasher
Barbara Monson – Flasher
Sarah Henderson – Flasher
DISTRICT 8
Clara Melchior – Richardton
Delores Amann – Richardton
Loma Gilman - Beach
Ann Schaefer – Belfield
DISTRICT 9
Mary Borudeau – Noonan
Bernice Lund – Tioga
Regina Baker – Williston
Marcella Beckman – Williston
Beverly Witt – Williston
Martha Johnson – New Town
DISTRICT 10
Sylvia Crabtree – Ellendale
Jeanette Johnson – Milnor
Blanche Garland – Oakes
Luella Voegeli – Ellendale
Dolores Henninger – Verona
Marjorie Laney – Verona
Donna Ritter – Verona
Georgia Holstrom – Oakes
UNIT 500
Lois Waslien – Grand Forks
Irene Yoney - Petersburg

DISTRICT 1
Peyton J. Powell – Finley
Harlow Elbert – Hope
Josie E. Rust – Hope
DISTRICT 2
Lyda Fairweather – Grand Forks
Kaylee Baumer – McVille
DISTRICT 4
Makayla Jean Neumiller – Jamestown
Sarah Kate Simons – Jamestown
Norah G. Jeske – Jamestown
Hadley Lang – Jamestown

President Linda’s brother acted as co-emcee at the Commander and President’s
Recognition Banquet at the Fargo Air Museum in September.

DISTRICT 6
Elli H. Laskowski – Mohall
Peyton Blowers – Minot
Marley Swensud –Minot
Savanna Swensrud – Minot

TINY TOTS
DISTRICT 7
Catherine Delila Delilalindsey – Mandan
Charli Ann Miller – Flasher
DISTRICT 8
Abigail Burke – Rhame
Robin B. Houge – Beach
DISTRICT 9
Hadley R. Monson – Alexander
Elizabeth Meier – Alexander
Rylee Monson – Alexander
Emily Meier - Alexander

